GCC chief urges Iran to end row over islands 

DUBAI (R) — The head of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) has urged Iran to respond to pence ini- 
tiatives to resolve a dispute with council member 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) over three Gulf 
islands/lt is in the interest of Iran to accept such pro- 
posals as its gains from boosting GCC confidence out- 
weigh those of its occupation (of the islands),” said 
GCC Secretary-General Jameel Hujilan in comments 
published on Saturday by UAE's A1 Ittihad daily.The 
UAE has urged Iran to agree to take the row over the 
islands of Greater Tunb, lesser Tunb and Abu Musa to 
the International Court of Justice. Iran says its sover- 
eignty over the islands is not negotiable but has called 
for bilateral talks with the UAE to clear up any “mis- 
understandings." The two sides held talks in Abu 
Dhabi in 1992 but these did not resolve the dispute. 
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King visits Badia 
and Border Police 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein the 
supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces, on Saturday 
cailed at the Badia and Bor- 
der Police. The King 
presided over a meeting 
attended by Prime Minister 
and Minister of Defence 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
Chairman of the Joiat 
Chiefs-of-Staff Field Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai, the 
King’s Adviser on Tribal 
Affairs Hmeidi A1 Fayez and 
Public Security Department 
Chief General Nasouh 
Muheideen. 
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tage released to mediators 

r rench diplomat, kidnapped in Yemen 
handed over io mediators by his cap- 

0 W ere expected to hand him over to 
rtiy, a Yemeni official said. .“The 

1 be handed over to Yemeni author!- 
embassy within three hours,” the 
pvernor of Marib province Abdul 

^old Reuters. He said the captors, 
ian tribe, released their hostage to 
chiefs who were mediating on 
i. The diplomat, seized on Mon- 
Sar in Sanaa, has not been identified. 
Bin Marib province, 170 kilometres 
‘Bj capital. French embassy officials 
.'m details on the diplomat, who 
|y is a first secretary at the embassy. 
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Kabariti, Sheikh 
Sabah exchange views 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 

Kabariti on Saturday 

received a telephone call 
from Kuwaiti Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minis- 
ter Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad 
A1 Sabah during which they 
exchanged views concerning 
the latest developments at 
the regional and Arab levels. 
Mr. Kabariti congratulated 
Sheikh Sabah on his reap- 
pointment to his post and the 
, Kuwaiti in minister voiced 

- appreciation of His Majesty 

King Hussein's policies 
with regard to various issues. 

Mirai meets Peay 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs-of- 
Staff Field Marshal Abdul 
Hafez Mirai received on 
Saturday at the General 
Headquarters of the Armed 
Forces head of the U.S. 
Central Command, Lieu- 
tenant General Binford Peay. 
The two sides reviewed the 
situation in the region and 
Jordanian-U.S. cooperation 
and coordination. 

Hariri starts work 
on new cabinet 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
* . . newly appointed Prime Min- 
ister Rafik AJ Hariri began 
consultations on Saturday 
with parliamentary deputies 
on forming a new govern- 
ment. Mr. Hariri, who was 
appointed on Thursday for a 
third term of office, must 
consult all the deputies on 
the composition of the cabi- 
net He has said he wants to 
finish consultations on Sun- 
day and political sources 
expect the new cabinet by 
mid-week. Mr. Hariri told a 
mass meeting of business- 
men and politicians on Sat- 
urday the new government 
must work as a team and he 
would not allow any opposi- 
tion within the cabineL 
Political sources expected 
most members of the outgo- 
ing 29-member cabinet to be 
reappointed. Mr. Hariri, 
whose previous two govern- 
ments have wrestled with 
massive budget deficits, told 
the mass meeting he would 
not consider changing a law 
introduced in 1994 that low- 
ered direct personal and cor- 
porate taxes to 10 per cent. 
He also said he would toler- 
ate no speculation against 
the Lebanese pound which 
has appreciated steadily 
against the U.S. dollar since 
he first took office in Octo- 
ber 1993. 

Egypt tries 10 

arms smugglers 

ASS1UT (R) — Eight Egyp- 
tians and two Sudanese went 
on trial in a military court in 
the southern city of Assiut 
on Saturday on charges of 
smuggling weapons and 
ammunition from Sudan, 
security sources said. They 
said five of the men, includ- 
ing the two Sudanese, are 
being tried in absentia. The 
army says the men had 
* planned to sell the arms in 
Egypt. The sources said the 
men smuggled 46 Kalash- 
nikov rifles and more than 
5,000 rounds across the bor- 
der earlier thi> year. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(PNA) on Saturday 
blamed Israel for lack of 
progress in talks on a 
Hebron troop withdrawal 
and said the Palestinians 
would not agree to change 
“even a comma” in peace 
agreements already signed 
with Israel 

The accusations came a 
day after Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
said the Palestinians had 
yet to make it clear whether 
they had abandoned vio- 
lence and were committed 
to peace. 

Despite the recrimina- 
tions. U.S.-brokered talks 
on a Hebron troop pullback 
were to resume Saturday 
evening. 

Palestinian Higher Edu- 
cation Minister Hanan 
Ashrawi said: 

‘The talks have reached 
an impasse because of 
Israel's refusal to imple- 
ment the accords already 
signed.” 

She added that current 
Israeli government’s policy 
of expanding Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip was a “serious 
threat to the peace process.” 

After a meeting with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, U.S. peace envoy 
Dennis Ross said: “I hope 
we will see a final agree- 
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Ross briefs King on progress 

HIS* MAJESTY King Hussein on Saturday received a 
telephone call from American Middle East coordinator 
Dennis Ross, who briefed him on the latest develop- 
ments in the Palestine an-Israeli negotiations on security 
and civilian affairs. 

Mr. Ross told the King that the gap between Israel and 
the Palestinians had narrowed and that a meeting was 
scheduled to be held at the American ambassador’s resi- 
dence in Tel Aviv Saturday evening attended by heads of 
delegations in a bid to overcome the obstacles and to 
reach an agreement on the redeployment of Israeli forces 
in Hebron. 


ment as soon as possible. T 
believe that very serious 
efforts have been made to 
overcome differences." 

Mahmoud Abbas. Mr. 
ArafaL's deputy, who took 
part in Friday’s late-night 
talks. agreed saying 
“progress had been made." 
But he added that “there are 
still problems to resolve.” 

The negotiations were 
also overshadowed by fresh 
warnings that the Palestin- 
ian militant group Islamic 
Jihad planned to cany out 
attacks in Israel to mark a 
year since the assassination 
of its leader, Fathi Shaqaqi. 
Israel is widely believed to 
have had a hand in the 
killing, though it never 
claimed responsibility. 

Speaking in a Palestinian 
refugee camp near the Syri- 
an capital of Damascus, the 
new Islamic Jihad leader. 
Ramadan Abdullah Shal- 


lah. said Friday that the 
group would cany out 
attacks across Israel to 
avenge Shaqaqi. 

Compounding , Israeli 
concerns over a possible 
attack, the head of the Shin 
Bet security service, Ami 
Ayalon, said Friday that 
PNA security forces were 
doing less than in the past 
to try and prevent attacks 
on Israelis. 

Israeli-Palestinian coop- 
eration on security a cor- 
nerstone of the peace agree- 
ments, and PNA policemen 
have thwarted attacks in the 
past, arresting suicide 
bombers before they 
reached Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu, respond- 
ing to the assessment by the 
Shin Bet chief, said the 
PNA apparently had not 
yet abandoned the option 

(Continued on page 7) 



RAINS T AKE THEIR TOLL: A man walks on a railway track after the bridge on which it was local 
by floodwaters in Singavaikonda, a town in the southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. More than 31 
the floods and cyclonic rains last week and properties worth millions of dollars have been destroyed (R 



Talabani links peace with 
KDP to return of revenues 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Jala! Talabani. leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK), has linked his 
readiness to reach peace 
with a rival Iraqi Kurdish 
group to the return of rev- 
enue to the regional gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Talabani. in an inter- 
view published here Satur- 
day in the Al Sbarq Al 
Awsat newspaper, also said 
he would not meet with 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) leader Massud 
Barzani at this week’s 
PUK- KDP talks io Turkey. 

Mr. Talabani expressed 
“optimism,” however, about 
finding a settlement to the 
conflict in northern Iraq 
and said the United States 
was “eager and serious” in 
its attempts to resolve the 
dispute. 

The PUK and KDP 
agreed to a ceasefire 
Wednesday at U.S.-mediat- 
ed talks and representatives 
of the two groups are to 
hold direct talks this week 
with Turkish, U.S. and 
British mediation. 

The PUK leader, inter- 
viewed by telephone from 
Tehran, said he had no 
reservations “on what could 


be achieved through the 
U.S.-mediated ceasefire" 
between his group and the 
KDP. 

“There is no ceiling for 
implementing what could 
be agreed. upon " he said. 

The PUK leader stressed, 
however, the “importance 
of (the KDP) returning 
back all the money and rev- 
enues to the central (Kur- 
distan) government.” 

He also called for the for- 
mation of a regional gov- 
ernment “which represents 
all factions, including the 
(minority) Turcomen, and 
preparations for holding 
new elections.” 

Meanwhile the rival Kur- 
dish factions respected the 
U.S. -brokered ceasefire in 
northern Iraq on Saturday, 
with a few minor excep- 
tions, as Baghdad again 
warned Tehran to stop med- 
dling in the conflict. 

"The Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan forces have fired 
automatic weapons at our 
positions.” KDP fighter 
Azad Kama! Hamad told 

AFP. 

“Despite the sporadic 
shooting, we are following 
our leader's decision and 
maintaining the ceasefire,” 


said the fighter, who is sta- 
tioned in the Wadi Balis- 
sane area, northeast of 
Sulaimaniyeh. 

The PUK and KDP have 
controlled northern Iraq 
since the end of the Gulf 
war in 1991 but they fell 
out in 1994 over power- 
sharing and tax revenues. 

The latest round of vio- 
lence erupted on Aug. 31 
when the KDP seized the 
Kurdistan capital Erbil on 
Aug. 31 with Baghdad's 
help. 

The United States 
launched a wave of missile 
strikes against Iraq for 
intervening in the Kurdish 
"safe haven” set up by 
U.S. -led allied forces. 

Mr. Barzani has accused 
the PUK of receiving Iran- 
ian support in a counter- 
offensive launched in mid- 
October. 

Mr. Talabani also accused 
Mr. Barzani of "turning 
northern Iraq into a mass 
grave for the members of 
tiie Iraqi opposition ... after 
the destruction of its 
offices in Erbil by the Iraqi 
army and its security 
forces.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel says Golan oil 
drilling plan scrapped 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Plans by Israel's National 
Oil Company to drill for oil 
on the occupied Golan 
Heights have been can- 
celled because the compa- 
ny will soon be privatised, 
an official said Saturday, 
after Syria strongly criti-- 
cised the project. 

"The exploration pro- 
grammes, including those 
on the Golan, were can- 
celled because of the gov- 
ernment’s recent decision to 
privatise the National Oil 
Company,” said the spokes- 
woman of the infrastruc- 
ture ministry, headed by 
hardline rightist Ariel 
Sharon. She added that she 
had not seen Syrian protests 
over the drilling. 

Syria said Saturday 
drilling for oil on Lhe Golan 
by the Jewish state was a 
"dangerous escalation " 

“The green light given by 
(Prime Minister Benyamin) 
Netanyahu to oil explo- 
ration in the Golan consti- 


tutes a dangerous escalation 
by Israel and threatens the 
security, peace and stability 
of the region.” the Syrian 
government newspaper 
Tishrin said. 

Tishrin accused the Israeli 
government of trying to 
"deliberately sabotage whai 
little hope of peace remains 
by this stupid decision 
which show's up Israel's real 
plans tor the Golan." 

The Russian ambassador 
to Syria, Victor Gogitidze. 
said at a news conference 
in Damascus: “Our posi- 
tion is very negative con- 
cerning this provocative 
decision which certainly 
does not bring the Arabs 
and Israel closer together" 

The Israeli ' newspaper 
Haaretz said Friday that Mr. 
Netanyahu had given the 
National Oil Company per- 
mission to stan drilling on 
the strafegic plateau, 
annexed by Israel in 1981, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Dostum sends his warplanes into action against Taleban 


TOUTAKHON, 
Afghanistan (Agencies) — 
Jet fighters belonging to 
northern warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostum bombed 
Taleban positions northeast 
of Kabul twice Saturday, 
sources here said. 

Former government sol- 
diers stationed in forward 
positions in this village 
some 25 kilometres north- 
east of Kabul, said there 
were two separate raids 
some two hours apart 
involving a single aircraft 
each time. 

Rockets also hit the air- 
port in Kabul, held for the 
past month by the Taleban, 
witnesses said. Taleban 
lighters denied the rockets 


struck within the perimeter. 

It was not immediately 
clear who fired the rockets 
or whether they had caused 
any significant damage. 

“(Dostum) jets from the 
north went over this morn- 
ing,” Dr. Abdullah, 
spokesman for former gov- 
ernment military chief 
,Ahmad Shah Masood told 
reporters in the town of 
Jabal Os-Siraj, 70 kilome- 
tres north of Kabul. 

The Taleban. opening a 
second front after weeks of 
trying to mollify General 
Dostum, attacked Dostum 
forces in Badghis province 
on Thursday. There was no 
independent word on 
claims ihev had overrun 


districts in northwestern 
province of Badghis and in 
neighbouring Faryab 
province. 

Taleban-controlled Radio 
Afghanistan, renamed 
Voice of Sharia, said the 
offensive was continuing. 

“The so-called Defence 
Council of Afghanistan 
wanted to disrupt the peace- 
ful life of people in Badghis 
province and by doing so 
wanted to continue their 
growing pressure on peo- 
ple.” official Radio 
Afghanistan said on Satur- 
day. 

The defence council was 
set up two weeks ago for- 
mally linking Gen. Dostum 
and Mr. Masood. 


’Therefore they had con- 
centrated their defeated 
militias on the frontier of 
Badghis province but the 
devoted heroes of the 
Islamic army dealt a deci- 
sive blow against the band 
of evil and corruption.” the 
radio said. 

“As a result of the pound- 
ing operations of the Islam- 
ic army districts of Ghor- 
mach and Morghab in 
Badghis and Quaysar dis- 
trict in Faryab province 
were completely cleared of 
the enemy.” 

“The advance of the 
Islamic army towards 
Faryab province is continu- 
ing,” it concluded, 

Afehan watchers in Kabul 


confirmed there had been 
fighting but said it was 
unclear how much ground 
the Taleban had made. 

Dr. Abdullah said Mr. 
Masood was not concerned 
about the new front. 

“We are not worried, the 
Taleban can open as mam 
new fronts as it wishes,” he 
said. 

Taleban fighters barred 
journalists and most tra\- 
ellers from using the wesi- 
emmosl'road running north 
of Kabul to the frontline, 
saying they were clearing 
the area of arms. 

Refugees fleeing the area 
in trucks said the western 

(Continued on page 7) 
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U.S. says willinmess 
for talks with Uan 
is not shift in policy 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — The 
United Stale* reaffirmed on 
Friday its long-standing will- 
ingness to begin a dialogue 
with Iran on such issues as 
terrorism and its nuclear inten- 
tions. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said 
comments on the subject on 
Thursday by Assistant Secre- 
tary of Srate Robert Pelletreau 
in Dubai did not represent a 
policy change. Mr. PeUetreau 
told a gathering of business- 
men that the United States is 
"open to dialogue” with Iran . 

“Sometimes you do need to 
talk to your adversaries, you 
do need to talk to govern- 
ments with which you have 
little in common because it’s a 
way to communicate if those 
communications can be use- 
ful," Mr. Bums said- 

"We don't right now have 
these diplomatic con versa- . 
dons because the Iranians] 
haven’t taken us up on this’ 
long-standing, multi-year U.J 
policy," he saiii- 

Mr. Bums said the Amei 
can willingness to commui 
catc with Iran does not nit 
the Lin/ ted States and Ei 
are in agreement on Iran . 

"The Europeans have a 
different policy.” he fid. 
“Most of them have diplclat- 
ic representation in Te 
they have a normal diplomatic 
relationship, they have frery 
active commercial nJtion- 
ship." 

He said there is not /shred 
of evidence” chat the pritical 
dialogue” between 
and Iran has sfceeded 
because Iran contini* to sup- 
port terrorism in m Middle 
East and has a weions pro- 
gramme "which vil pose a 
.threat to all counts * n t ^ e 
'future.” 

Iranian Preside/ Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjii charged 
Friday that the united States 
was “a wolf in seep s cloth- 
ing" and could h be trusted 
to sponsor peacfalone in the 
Middle East 

“The U.S. ad Israeli rejec- 
tion of an expfided role for 


[Europe in the Mid- 
fias exposed Wash- 
a wotf in sheep’s 
anion.* Arab 
he said in Friday 
Fat Teh/an university, 
lafsanhni said that 
President Jacques 
is tour of the Middle 
this week marked 
;'s political return to the 
|e East 

peoples of the region 
seen that the United 
is not a friend of the 
hr said. Mr. Rafsan- 
argued dial Washington 
not have the right to play 
role of honest-broker as it 
Israel's closest ally. 

“The refusal of Israel to 
:pt the mediation of 
trope showed that this 

egime does not want peace." 
r he charged. 

Turning to the Kurdish 
fighting in north Iraq, Mr. Raf- 
sanjani hoped the ceasefire 
between the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP) and Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan 
IPUK), although mediated by 
the United States, would hold. 

The situation in Iraqi Kur- 
distan affects Iran *s security, 
he said. 

“We are defending our bor- 
ders and the arrival of hun- 
dreds of thousands of refugees 
would be a source of pressure 
an’d insecurity for us." Mr. 
Rafsanjani said, referring to 
Iraqi Kurds escaping the fight- 
ing. He said Iran was working 
to stop the clashes, although 
he implicitly recognised 
Tehran’s support for the PUK. 

“If a party comes to Iran . it 
is only natural they should be 
able to go back to Kurdistan 
and recover their territories." 
he said, in recognition that the 
PUK had launched its 
counter-attack from across the 
border two weeks ago. 

Iran's Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar .Veloyati has,fiaid U.S. 
mediation was bound to fail, 
but the ceasefire since mid- 
night Wednesday has largely 
been holding, according to 
UN. officials in northern 
Iraq. 





Trucks carrying Afghan refugees drive past the remains of a tank on a road 15 kilometres north of Kabuon Saturday amid con- 
tinuing battles between the Tale ban militia and forces of powerful northern leader Abdul Rashid Dostum in the remote north- 
west of the country (Reuters photo) 

Save the Children threatens to stop Afghan aid 


KABUL (AFP > — A major 
international humanitarian 
agency on Saturday threat- 
ened to suspend aid projects 
affected by a Taleban ban on 
women working and girls 
going to school. 

Save the Children also 
called on other aid groups to 
halt educational and non- 
emergency aid projects in 
areas of Afghanistan where 
women are discriminated 
against. in schools and offices. 

“Save the Children cannot 
discriminate cither with 
regard to employment oppor- 
tunities provided to men and 
women or educational oppor- 
tunities offered to girls and 
boys."' the group said in a 
statement. 

“Unless the present dis- 
criminatory policies change. 
Save the Children will have 
to suspend those programmes 
directly affected by official 
restrictions on women's 
employment and girls' educa- 
tion. “We strongly urge all 
Afghan parties to ensure 
equal opportunity for 
employment and education in 


order rhat all Afghans — 
men. women, boys and girls 
— may continue to actively 
participate in the country's 
development" it added. 

The call came a month after 
the ultra-fundamentalist Tale- 
ban overran the once rela- 
tively modem Afghan capital, 
imposing their strict brand of 
Islamic law on the city. 

The militia captured the 
Afghan capital on Sept. 27 
after the ousted government 
of ex-President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani fled the city. The 
militia had lain seige to the 
city for 1 1 months. 

One of the warriors’ first 
acts was to close girls’ 
schools and ban women from 
working, while ordering 
females to fully cover them- 
selves when going out, but 
not to leave their homes 
“unnecessarily." 

The- move put tens of thou- 
sands 'of women — many of 
them the sole breadwinners 
of their families — out of 
work and halted learning for 
the capital's girls and sparked 
alarm among Kabulis and the 


world community. 

The call by Save the Chil- 
dren. which runs mine aware- 
ness as well as school educa- 
tion programmes for children, 
comes after several other 
groups, including the United 
Nations, suspended aid pro- 
grammes which were depen- 
dent on women's labour or 
which worked in girls' edu- 
cation. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), the British-based 
aid group Oxfom os well as 
several other international 
aid agencies have all been 
forced to halt projects here 
until key female staff can 
come back to work. 

Save the Children repeated 
a call to all aid agencies to 
adopt a united stand against 
sex discrimination in 
Afghanistan, two-thirds of 
which is controlled by the 
two-year-old Taleban move- 
ment. 

The aid group — which has 
british, U.S. and Swedish 
branches operating in 
Afghanistan — called on its 


aid colleagues to support its 
stand and to suspend pro- 
grammes where females are 
denied access to education 
and work by the authorities. 

It urged the international 
community to ensure the right 
of women to study and work 
on the some basis as men. 
their right to work outside the 
home and their right to a safe 
and secure environment. The 
group also added that it 
would continue try to develop 
progranunes all over 
Afghanistan in a bid to help 
the impoverished country's 
children. 

Afghanistan has been tom 
apart by almost 18 years of 
constant war, a conflict which 
has left the country crippled 
and has hundreds of thou- 
sands of children orphans. 

The Taleban, who sprang up 
from Pakistan's Koranic 
schools two years ago, have 
vowed they will impose their 
rigid Islamic rule on the 
whole of Afghanistan and 
wipe out w ar, crime and cor- 
ruption. 


Mothers of world’s missing join Turkish protest 


ISTANBUL (R> — Mothers of 
missing pejsons from the world’s 
trouble-spas and Western rights 
workers jqned a 75-week protest 
by raothes of Turkey's "disap- 
peared” oi Saturday to highlight 
claims ofptrajudtcial killings by 
the police 

“As a mother of a missing per- 
son, thehtothers here are in my 
heart. Me are here to support 
these mothers and to protest to 
those in politics and in govern- 
ment wBo stay silent on this mat- 
ter,” sail Mirta Baraville, whose 
daughter, Ana Maria, disappeared 
while pregnant during Argentina’s 
“dirty war” of the 1970s. 

Human rights organisations 
accuse the security forces in 
Turkey of conducting a similar 
campaign now against suspected 
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rebel Kurds and their sympathis- 
ers and far-left organisations. 

Flown into Turkey by rights 
group Amnesty Interntaional. 
mothers from Argentina. Bosnia 
and Lebanon held up pictures of 
their missing relatives alongside 
Turkey's “Saturday mothers” in 
their "weekly protest in one of 
Istanbul’s busiest high streets. 

Turkey's Human Rights Associ- 
ation says 12 people “disap- 
peared" in August. The figures 
were the latest available. 

“My son. a 30-year-old teacher, 
was arrested by police on 21 
March. 1995 on his way home I in 
Istanbul! and six days later his 
body was found in the woods.” 
said Baba Ueafcca. demanding an 
end to “this dirty war in Turkey”. 

Hanim Tosun, holding up a 


black-and white picrure of her 
husband Fehmi. told how lie was 
forced into a car by three armed 
men with walkie-talkies in 1995. 
She has not seen him since. 

"Since 1991. there have been at 
least 100 such cases — these 
should be investigated," Carsten 
Jurgenen. spokesman for 
Amnesty International, told 
Reuters. 

“There has to be some change in 
Turkish law which makes disap- 
pearances not possible any more,” 
he said. “One of the things we ask 
for is to establish a commission 
which should at least investigate 
all the disappearances.” 

Amnesty launched a worldwide 
campaign this month to highlight 
human rights abuses in Turkey. 

Turkish" Foreign Minister Tansu 


CiUer last week announced that 
Ankara would cut the period of 
detention in custody and make 
changes to the state security court 
system. 

Suspects held under anti-terror 
laws can now be detained for up 
to a month in 10 emergency rule 
provinces in the mainly-Kurdish 
southeast and two weeks in the 
rest of Turkey. 

But rights activists regularly 
criticise Turkey for failing to live 
up to previous promises to stamp 
our rights violations. 

Despite Mrs. Ciller's pledge, the 
European Parliament voted this 
week to hold back hundreds of 
millions of dollars in European 
Union aid to Turkey because of its 
rights record. 


Egyptian firms 
in Iraq to sell 
food, medicine 

BAGHDAD (R) — Twen- 
ty-six Egyptian companies 
opened a trade exhibition in 
Baghdad on Saturday, seek- 
ing deals to sell millions of 
dollars worth of food and 
medical products when an 
oil-for-food deal with the 
UJM. takes effect. “We hope 
that we will be able to sign 
contracts with Iraqi traders 
and government establish- 
ments to bring foodstuffs 
and medicine in accordance 
with the United Nations res- 
olutions.” said Assam Al 
Kbashab, head of represen- 
tatives of the Egyptian firms 
attending the fair. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Peres to visit Egypt today 

CAIRO (AFP) — former Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres is to visit Egypt on Sunday for talks with President 
Hosni Mubarak on the Middle East peace process, the 
government daily Al Ahram newspaper reported in its 
early Saturday edition. The newspaper, in a report from 
its correspondent in Gaza, Quoted Egypt's ambassador to 
Israel Mohammad Bassiuni as saying that Mr. Peres will 
spend several hours in Egypt Mr. Peres, the Israeli 
labour opposition leader, is also expected to meet Egypt- 
ian Foreign Minister Amr Musa and the top presidential 
advisor Osama Al Baz to discuss the latest developments 
in the peace process. 

Egyptian ‘rare 5 relics are fakes 

CAIRO (AFP) — A senior Egyptian official who went to 
London seeking the return" of 74 rare archaeological 
relics has been disappointed when it turned out they 
were fakes, the government daily Al Ahram has said. 
The newspaper, in a report from London in its early Sat- 
urday edition, quoted Attorney General Hisham Sarraya 
as saying that the small 74 Oushebti statues which were 
found in tombs were copies of the originals. “They are 
all fakes and not ancient,” Mr. Sarraya told Al Ahram, 
ruling out original plans to submit an official request to 
the British authorities to recover the statues. But Mr. Sar- 
nia, who left for London earlier this mooch, said Egypt 
would nevertheless pursue efforts to recover more than 
31 other rare pieces which he said were illegally smug- 
gled out of the country. 

Greek Cypriot wounds self in shooting 

NICOSIA (R) — A Greek Cypriot soldier shot and 
wounded himself on Saturday in a post near the ceasefire 
fine dividing the island, Cypriot officials said. “The 
wound was self inflicted.” Defence Ministry spokesman 
Andreas Charides told Reuters. “It was a single shot and 
it is not serious.” The soldier was found by other soldiers 
at 5.20 a.m. (0220 GMT) at Avgorou village in south- 
eastern Cyprus. Two weeks ago a Greek Cypriot from 
Avgorou was fatally shot by Turkish forces after he wan- 
dered across the buffer zone looking for snails. 

Moroccan joless threaten hunger strike 

RABAT (R) — Eight-hundred jobless Moroccan gradu- 
ates who started a sit-in in a union headquarters in Rabat 
on Friday threatened an indefinite hunger strike to push 
for jobs, a spokesman said. “At present, we are 800 job- 
less graduates but more people are joining our movement 
every day from all over the country before the indefinite 
hunger strike starts,” a spokesman for the National Asso- 
ciation of Jobless Graduates said on Friday. The group 
called on the authorities “to open a constructive dia- 
logue" in order to solve their urgent problems. “Despite 
our previous sit-ins, hunger strikes and the ongoing 
social talks between union and the government, the 
unemployment issue remains marginalised,” the 
spokesman added. The government has recently agreed 
to a minimum wage increase of 10 per cenr and other 
social benefits after months -of talks with- opposition 
unions. Last May, an estimated 2,000 jobless graduates 
went on a three-weeks sit-in and hunger strike at the 
headquarters of the Moroccan Labour Union (TJMT) in 
protest against what they said was the government's fail- 
ure to provide them with jobs. Finance Minister Moham- 
mad Kabbaj recently said the only way to tackle unem- 
ployment. officially at 17 per cent of the workforce, was 
rapid economic growth. 

Algerian suspect brought to Belgium 

BRUSSELS (R) — A suspected Algerian fundamentalist 
wanted over a grenade attack last December on police in 
southern Belgium has been extradited to Belgium from 
the Netherlands, Belgian media said on Friday. Quoting 
sources close to the inquiry, Le Soir newspaper said the 
man was also thought to be connected to a fatal bombing 
at a Paris metro station in July 1995, blamed by French 
authorities on Algerian extremists. Eight people were 
killed and 86 injured when a gas-canister bomb exploded 
on a tush hour train at the crowded Saint-Michel under- 
ground station. Le Soir identified the man only as 
Noureddine, suspected of being a leader in the Algerian 
fundamentalist group GIA. It said he was also known 
under several other names. The Belgian foreign ministry 
said it had no information on Che affair, but noted that 
extraditions within Benelux countries were conducted 
directly between public prosecutors’ offices and did not 
involve the ministry. Belgian television news showed 
film of a man they identified as Noureddine. 




St, Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel, SI 0740 
' Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
] 632785. 

| St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
| Church of the Annuiucatlon 
i Tel. 637440. 

] De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel 622366 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Cathode Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St, Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depitrt- 
mem of Meteomlogy. 

Under the continued effect of a 
cold air from, cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail with skies 
cloudy to partly cloudy. Scattered 
rain is expected in the northern 
and central parts of the Kingdom, 
and winds becoming westerly to 
northwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aq-'iba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly moderate 
to active and seas calm. 
MinTMax. temp, 

Amman ...1 1/17 


Aqaba -17/26 

Deserts .09/19 

Jordan Valley —.....17/26 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16, Aqaba 26 Humidity 
readings: Amman' 90per cent, 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Gholeb Zawaideb 73601 1 

Dr. Jihad Sammour 765D1S. 

Dr. Khaki ounAsf our 666873 

Dr. Hisham Kan'an ..............790286 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Follow* pharmacy’ 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ..637055 

Niuroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharniacy 637660 

Nujib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Qttds pharmacy < — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 9S5550 

Khalifeh pharmacy .985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Gvfl Efcfcroe Depanmaa — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 


630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 199 

Rescue Mice, 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police — 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints...- 661176 

\\tser& Sewerage Complains —897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787 U1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) ...... 1-1 

Overseas Calls —010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — - 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs- 66 HOI 

Jordan Television — 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — .7741 1 1 

Water Authority —.680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co .....636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein MedkaJ Centre __813813/?2 

Khalidi Maternity— 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Maihas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani —.60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 

845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 


The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marta .. _...89l6fl/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 

Govl Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 

(091900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikraa Modem Hospilal 
_ ittWXWQO 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basrna Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
<02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

103)314111 

Haya Hospital 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian \RJ\ information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can he supplied on 


phone US f 52700 ) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08 JO ...» Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 -Lamaca fRT) 

09t05 - Dhahran, Riyadh fRJ] 

09:10 Dubai, Abu Dubai (RJ) 

09:50 ............Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut fRT) 

15:05 ... -New York (RJ) 

15:55 ..’.....................Brussels (RJ) 

17:00 .....Paris (RJ) 

17:50 .... London »RJj 

18:00 -.-Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

18:10 — Athens (RJ) 

18:40 Frankfiut (RJ) 

19:35 Vienna (RJ) 

19:40 — J?ome(RJi 

20:00 ... ..... -Tunis (RJ) 

23=00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

00:10 ........ — — Cairo (RJ) 

Other FGghts 

05:30 ..Tel Aviv (LY) 

11-30 -Doha (Q7) 

12:40 - Bahrain (GR 

13:30 .Moscow fSU) 

15:30 Dubai (EK) 

19 -35 — Cairo (MS) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:15 ...——London. Beirut (BA) 

2230 ..... .Istanbul (TK) 

2230 .Athens (OA) 

00:20 Amsterdam. Beirut fKL) 

01:30 ....... Belgrade (GUI 

Royal Wings (TOY) Flights 

0930 «... Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:15 : Aqaba (RJ) 

06:20.. Beirut (RJ) 

08:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 


11:05 ... 
11:15 


U:15 Brussels, London (RJ) 

11:30- /UTNadrn. New Yak (RJ) 

mi) Tunis (RJ) 

12:20... 
19:00 ._ 
20:10... 
20-30... 
2030... 

Athens iRJ) 

— Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

— .......Cairo (RJ) 

Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

__J4ew York iRJ) 

20:40... 


21:00.. 
2130 « 
22:10._ 
22:45.... 

...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
-Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:45... 

-Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

0630... 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

07:00 ._ 

- .JJeirui /MF,J 

08:15 


(BA) 
1230... 
1330 „ 

. — Istanbul Athens (Q7) 
Doha /nP) 

15.-05 ... 
1630 ... 

— .Moscow (SU) 

2035... 


0130- 
0230... 
03:00 _. 

Amsterdam (KL) 

.......Belgrade (GU) 

05:00 ... 

Istanbul (TK) 


06:45 -.Beirut, London (BA) 


D^xAimnaQ — 8.-00 am every Monday 

An Damascus — S.<W pm ever} Mawfay 

Dep Damascus —7 JO am. eiay Sunday 

An: Amman _~JcOO pm. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upperflawer price in fils per kg. 

Apple. 

,...„TOOSOO 

PRIMUML 

500/500 

Banana < mukhammar) -420/420 

Banana (imported)., 

-850/650 

iTiiMn 

CamV . ... Tsn/isn 

Cauliflower: 

— 260/180 

Cucumber (Targe) _ 

. — 180/120 

Cucumber (small). 

330/170 

Eggplant.^.- 

210/120 

Garlic.- 

720/500 



Guava 

(£0/300 

Lemon 

-..-360/200 

Marrow (large) 

— 220/140 

Marrow (small) 

. — 350/220 

Mulukhiah — 

.22W110 

Onion (£reen) 

..-.280/180 

Onion (drv) _ 

140/80 

Okra 

£511/500 

Olive — 

. — 580/400 

Pear 

.600/420 

Pepper (hot) 

360/200 

Pepper (sweet). 

J00/18O 

Pomegranate ..... 

— 360/250 

Potato 

...320/180 

Spinach 

280/1 sn 

SfringBean 550/350 




>*«««» 
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Queen promotes integrated 
review of children’s needs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
National Association for 
the Education of the Child 
(NAEC) Saturday opened 
its seventh annual confer- 
ence entitled “Extracurricu- 
lar Education for Pre- 
School Children,” opened 
by NAEC's Honorary Pres- 
ident Her Majesty Queen 
Noor at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

The Queen was accompa- 
nied by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

According to a Royal 
Court statement, the three- 
day regional conference 
aims to enhance pre-school 
children's scholastic train- 
ing through educational 
activities for the family and 
local community as well as 
radio and television pro- 
grammes and national and 
international children's 
book exhibitions. 

These are hoped to be 
complemented by work- 
shops and lectures in the 
field of child education. 

According to the state- 
ment, the conference will 
also focus on strengthening 
the role of national and 
international non-govern- 
mental organisations as 
well as that of various mass 
media in expanding the 
base of beneficiaries of 
NAEC's training pro- 
gramme, the statement 
said. 

Queen Noor. who later 
met with the conference 
participants, said that the 
conference promotes an 
integrated review of chil- 
dren's needs, which is the 
stated objective of the 
National Task Force for 
Children fNTFC) and the 
NTFC's National Coalition 
for Children (MX). The 
latter has the goal of bring- 
ing together forces which 
shape children's early 
development such as 
schools, families, the media 
and public and private insti- 
tutions. and works with- 
them to address children’s 
educational, psychological 
and social needs. 

The Queen emphasised 
the importance of integrat- 
ing families, mosques, 
schools and television pro- 
grammes for children to 
fulfil their full intellectual, 
creative and social poten- 
tial. 

In his speech, the Minis- 
ter of Education Dr. 
Munther Masri highlighted 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday attends the National Association for the Educa- 
tion of the Child (NAEC) annual conference. Also on the podium from left to right 
are Minister of Social Development Hammad Abu Janious, Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Minister of Education Munther Masri, Mrs. Fatina Kabariti and 
Executive Director of Noor A! Hussein Foundation Ibrahim Badran (Petra photo) 


the development of pre- 
school education in the 
Kingdom from 1952. say- 
ing that in the past 3 
decades, "Jordanian 

universities have provided 
courses in child and pre- 
school education which 
have improved the qualifi- 
cations and abilities of 
teachers.” 

He added that a reform in 
the 1 994 Education Act 
stipulated that pre-school 
teachers have a university 
degree with additional in- 
service training and that 
"pre-school education has 
become a basic component 
of the educational ladder.” 

Dr. Masri concluded by 
saying that “there is a need 
to raise the total number of 
children in kindergartens, 
which now stands at 21 per 
cent of the respective age 
group (4-6 year olds).” 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Hammad Abu 
Jamous said that according 
to recent studies, "50 per 
cent of children's mental 
development occurs in the 
First four years of their 
lives, which decreases to 30 
per cent between 4-8 years 
and then to 20 per cent 
from 8-17 years." 

"He added that the Min- 
istry of Social Develop- 
ment has supervised the 
establishment and accredi- 
tation of 557 kindergartens 
for 13.370 children as well 
as a total of 64 national 


institutions which care for 
children who are impover- 
ished or have special needs. 

Mr. Abu Jamous said that 
the National Task Force For 
Children (NTFCi. chaired 
by the Queen, aims to take 
a practical and scientific 
approach to develop model 
action programmes to 
address children's needs 
and rights. 

Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion's (NHF) Executive 
Director Ibrahim Badran 
stated that Arab World del- 
egations will participate for 
the first time in this confer- 
ence. 

Participants include 
researchers and specialists 
representing load and 
international organisations 
such as United Nations 
Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), the U.N. Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), the 
National Council for Child- 
hood and Motherhood in 
Cairo. Deputies of Labour 
and Social Development 
Ministries in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, rep- 
resentatives of the Depart- 
ment for Women and Chil- 
dren's Welfare in Oman, 
professors from Jordanian. 
Egyptian. Iraqi and Pales- 
tinian universities as well 
as members of the media, 
the statement said. 

The NAEC was estab- 
lished in I9S6 in coopera- 
tion with the NHF to 


“improve services rendered 
to pre-school children and 
to support children’s pro- 
grammes and educational 
institutions. especially 
kindergartens, nurseries, 
centres and clubs” by pro- 
viding technical assistance, 
training and qualification 
courses, establishing chil- 
dren's libraries, promoting 
the publication of chil- 
dren's literature and sup- 
porting the production of 
radio and television pro- 
grammes for children. Its 
Information and Documen- 
tation Centre prepares peri- 
odicals on children's issues 
and institutions, provides 
architectural designs and 
plans for child-friendly 
establishments and pre- 
pares standardised educa- 
tional tests. 

According to NAEC 
President Rinad AI Khatib. 
the NAEC has launched 
comprehensive outreach 
programmes and workshop 
in the Jordan Valley. 
Ramtha, Jerash and Mada- 
ba for kindergarten teach- 
ers, whicb will be expanded 
to include/reach the coun- 
try's remote rural and badia 
areas. She added that the 
NAEC plans to organise 
campaigns in support of the 
“less fortunate Arab child.” 

Former Minister of Social 
Development Salwa 

Damen Masri and Mrs. 
Fatina Kabariti attended the 
opening ceremony. 


Accused testifies in case of murdered physician 


AMMAN — A 24-year- 
old man accused of the 
attempted rape and murder 
of a physician in Tlaa Al 
Ali. testified last week that 
he did not intend to kill the 
woman but rather was 
taken by surprise. 

“When I entered the flat 
she caught me by surprise 
and began to scream, so I 
put my hands around her 
neck and she fell.” Abdul 
Fatah Mustafa, who is 
accused of murdering 
Iman Yassin, 26, told the 
court. 

He added that he “did not 
intend to kill her” but 
rather he was trying to stop 
her from screaming. 

Mr. Mustafa, who 
worked as a guard and a 


maintenance worker at the 
Fardous Housing Com- 
plex, faces five charges: 
murder, attempted rape, 
sexual aggression and 
house break. 

According to the prose- 
cution charge sheet, the 
defendant who pleaded 
not guilty to all charges, 
broke into Ms. Yassin's 
apartment after midnight 
on Aug. 1 1, with the inten- 
tion of raping her. 

A struggle ensued and 
the woman's head struck 
the radiator. 

However, last week a 
pathologist testified for the 
prosecution- that the cause 
of death did not result from 
the blow rather the woman 
died of strangulation. 


Criminal Court Prosecu- 
tor Ali Abu Hjeileh pre- 
sented his closing argu- 
ment in the case and asked 
the court to convict Mr. 
Mustafa on all five 
charges. 

The court tribunal 
adjourned the case for Oct. 
30. to hear the defence's 
closing argument in the 
case. 

Meanwhile, the Criminal 
Court Saturday postponed 
procedures in the retrial of 
nine people, five of whom 
had been sentenced to 
death in 1995. 

The case was postponed 
until Nov. 7 after one of 
the three defence attorneys 
failed to show up in court. 

The Court was to hear an. 


expert report on hair sam- 
ples found on some of the 
murdered victims whom 
five of the defendants are 
accused of murdering. 

The decision came fol- 
lowing a request by the 
Court of Cassation, which 
bad studied the case and 
had asked the Criminal 
Court to revise its ruling. 

The nine defendants 
were part of a group of 12, 
who received prison sen- 
tences last year, ranging 
from 10 years to execution 
for a total of 230 crimes, 
including murder, attempt- 
ed murder, armed robbery, 
theft, kidnapping and 
fraud, 

RJH. 





CONCERT 

♦Performance by the Austrian UNICORN Quintet at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, Round Theatre, at 8:00 
p.nj. 

ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

♦Two films entitled “Una storia semplice*’ (A Simple 
Story) and- “Per ■ grazia ricevuts” (For Fovours 
Received*’ at the Royal Cultural Centre respectively at 
5:00 pm. and 8:00 pm 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Sa’fd Haddadm at Orfali Art 
Gallery, Urn Utheina, until Nov. 5. 

* Bam Hamida Women 3 s Weaving Project *96 fall exhi- 
bition “Race the Trend” at Cftroen-Dirani Showroom, 


Shmeisani until Nov. 3. 

♦Egyptian products exhibition at the International 
Exhibition Centre, Marj A! Bamanyuntfl Oct 29. 

♦ Exhibition of “Visual Forms” by Abdul Lafif Al 
Smoodi at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens SU until Oct 
30- ‘ - 

♦Exhibition of children’s books at Haya Cultural Cen- 
tre, until Oct 29. ’ ". 

♦Exhibition entitled “Jerusalem Domes, Doors and 
Windows” comprising photos by Jolla Reinholt and 
paintings by Rlham Ghassib at the Gallery, the 

InterContinental Hotel, until Oct. 31. 

♦Works by Mohammad Nasraliah at Dar&t Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh. Also displaying abstract (plastic) art 
by Nabil Shehadeh and works by contemporary Arab 
artists, until Nov. 13. 

*”Wadi Al Faynan Art Exhibition” — works by sever- 
al artists inspired by Wadi Faynaii at Baika Art 
Gallery, until Oct 31. 

♦Works by Ghada Dahdaleh at the French Cultural. 
Centre, until Oct 29. . . ; • 



Minister inspect^work 
on new universi 



RAMTHA (J.T.) — Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf Saturday inspected 
work progress on the new King 
Abdullah Hospital and training centre 
at the Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) near Ramtha. 

She listened to an orientation 
regarding administrative and techni- 
cal issues from University President 
Saad Hijazi. the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra reported. 

Dr. Hijazi told the minister that the 
16-floor hospital will initially house 
650 beds which could be increased to 
accommodate 830 beds at a later date. 


“Work on this [hospital! proj 
started in 1994, is expected to?e coi 
pleted by the end of 1998 and i? slai 
to be operated by a staff oi 3,C 
including doctors, nurses and othi 
workers,” he said. 

He told the Jordan Times that Dr. 
Khalaf , who inspected the completed 
structure of the building, was briefed 
on technical requirements and med- 
ical equipment needed for the hospital 
work. 

“JUST has updated the original hos- 
pital blueprint,” said Dr. Hijazi citing 
as an example designs for an out- 
patient surgery, unit which would 


allow patients to be discharged the 
same day a$ their surgical operation. 

The minister was also elucidated 
about the financial side of the project. 

1 Dr. Khalaf claimed necessary' aid 
[for the university, to recruit and train 
staff that they be prepared to 
idertake die process of teaching stu- 
ns while offering medical services 
the local community. 

She was quoted by Petra as saying 
it there can be no 'question about 
>ping the hospital so that it can 
nently provide .integrated ser- 
to the public. 


Group to 
supply 
Kingdom 
with $16m 
in aid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) has stared that it will 
supply Jordan with $16 mil- 
lion in equipment and food 
to farmers over a five-year 
period. Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mustafa Shneikat said 
Saturday. 

This period, he said, will 
cover the years of 1997 to 
2001. 

The organisation has pro- 
vided assistance to the 
Kingdom since 1964 desig- 
nated for highland develop- 
ment and increasing food 
production. 

According to the minister, 
the WFP affirmed its deci- 
sion during a board meeting 
in Rome last week. 

The grant will help Jordan 
develop and reclaim high- 
lands. reduce soil erosion, 
plant fruiL trees, create pas- 
ture and range lands and 
contribute to programmes 
highlighting ways .of aug- 
menting rural women's 
income, he said. 

Dr. Shneikat met earlier 
this month with Australian 
and European Union ambas- 
sadors both of whose coun- 
tries include WFP board 
members. He urged them to 
back the Kingdom’s request 
for more aid to develop 
agriculture. 

The. minister also con- 
finned to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra that a team of 
agricultural ministry spe- 
cialists will hold meetings 
with a WFP team to work 
out the new highlands 
development plan for the 
next five years as well as a 
mechanism for implement- 
ing the plan and designating 
the area to be covered. 

According to Dr. 
Shneikat, the equipment and 
food will be portioned out to 
farmers whose lands are 
included in the project with 
the condition that they fol- 
low WFP instructions in all 
matters pertaining to land 
development 

He said thar the govern- 
ment and the WFP are 
expected to formally * sign 
the aid agreement in Febru- 
ary of 1997. 


Amman to host Sth annual 
Euro- Arab conference 


AMMAN ("Petra) — Euro- 
pean and Arab parliamen- 
tarians will hold their 2Sth 
annual meeting in Amman 
in order to debate pressing 
issues relevant to their 
countries. Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Saad Hayel Srour 
announced Saturday. 

This conference will be 
held from Nov. 29 until 
Dec.l, Mr. Srour said who 
made die announcement 
following a meeting in his 
office with Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Arab Parliamen- 
tary Union (APU) Noured- 
din Boushakouj with whom 
be reviewed necessary 
arrangements for the 
upcoming encounter 

He stated that Jordan 
warmly welcomes the par- 
liamentarians. and that the 
Kingdom is invested in pro- 
moting contacts between 
world parliamentarians in 
order to facilitate problem 
resolution. 

Mr. Srour said that the 
agenda for the upcoming 
gathering includes four 
main topics: Euro-Arab 
cooperation in stimulating 
the peace process, solutions 


to issues stemming 
sanctions imposed on 
number of Arab si 
combating terrorism 
discussing economic 
ciation between Europe 
and Arab countries. 

In addition, the two si< 
will examine reports 
regarding European and 
Arab relations and coopera- 
tion in fields outlined dur- 
ing the Euro-Arab dialogue 
meeting, held in Paris in 
1994, Mr. Srour said . 

The APU’s last meeting 
was held in Damascus in 
May 1995 and passed a 
series of decisions pertain- 
ing to Arab parliamentary 
dialogue among world par- 
liamentarians. 

It was at the Damascus 
meeting that the Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation 
expressed its interest in 
hosting the Euro-Arab dia- 
logue meeting in Amman. 

Mr. Srour said that the 
Jordanian parliament is 
eager to promote dialogue 
with European, African and 
other nations as it is pre- 
cisely this exchange of 
ideas which best reconciles 
differing views and helps to 


better establish understand- 
ing among nations. 

Also Saturday in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News 
Agency Petra, Mr. Srour 
said that Arab and Islamic 
countries ought to support 
i Jordan’s role in safeguard - 
[ing Islamic holy sites in 
ib Jerusalem. 

As discussions between 
Palestinians and the Israelis 
,/er the future of the Arab 
[ty have been delayed, Jor- 
1 has a responsibility to 
itain[this] role, the 
said. 

ideed caring for the holy 
si; is a sacred duty and 
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Man stabbed to death in Amman 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Police are 
investigating the murder 
of a 24-year-old man 
found in a gas station on 
University Road Satur- 
day, official sources said. 

The source told the Jor- 
dan Times that the victim, 
Mohammad Khalil, 
employed by the Qandour 
Gas Station, was found 
by his colleagues with 12 
stab wounds in different 
parts of his body. 

Mohammad Jayousi, 
36, an employee at the 
gas station where the vic- 
tim worked and the first 
to discover the body, said 
that when be arrived at 
the gas station at 7:00 
am, he found the victim 
lying in a pool of blood in 
a room on the premises. 

“The door was broken 
and I found Mohammad 


[Khalil] near it with blood 
covering his body,” Mr. 
Jayousi said, adding that 
JD280 whicb the victim 
had the previous everting 
were missing. 

According to Mr. Jay- 
ousi, a gas station safe 
contained JD20.000 but 
he estimated that the safe 
was out of the perpetra- 
tor’s reach.” 

“I believe that theft was 
the motive behind the 
crime as. the victim was a 
friendly and well-man- 
nered person and had no 
enemies.” he added. 

According to Mr. Jay- 
ousi, Mr. Khalil was 
working at the gas station 
to support his family who 
lives in Jabal Akhdar in 
Zarqa. 

A police official con- 
tacted by the Jordan 
Times Saturday .evening 
said they were question- 
ing suspects and investi- 


gating the |ddenL 

Two kllfed in road 
accflent 

Meanwhila two people 
were killed xi two sepa- 
rate road accidents dur- 
ing the weekend, accord- 
ing to police 

In the Badwterea. a 33- 
year-old man\ was run 
over near Muthalath 
Nuqeirah. 

Police said the driver of 
the vehicle, who was noi 
identified in the report 
was speeding and had 
failed to yield to the 
pedestrian. 

In the second incident, 
an unidentified man was 
killed after he was hit by 
a bus on Universi tv 
Road 

Police said they are 
investigating the acci- 
dent. 


New computerised drivers’ 
licences to be issued next year 

Traffic department promises 15 -minute processing 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The Traffic 
Department will next 
year begin the issuance of 
computerised magnetic 
drivers’ licences to 
replace the existing one, 
according to traffic offi- 
cials. 

Director of the Traffic 
Department Colonel 
Mustafa Freihat said the 
new licence, approved by 
the Ministry of Interior, 
will "hopefully eliminate 
negative aspects of the 
old licence.” 

“The information print- 
ed on the old licence is 
not clear and can be eas- 


ily forged but the new 
licence is computerised 
and the information is 
printed in both Arabic 
and English," Colonel 
Freihat said. 

In addition, he said that 
the driver’s photograph 
on the current licence is 
not clear, but the new 
licence will have a clear 
coloured picture. 

The official also 
explained that the new 
licence will be more 
quickly distributed as the 
driver s national identifi- 
cation number, also need- 
ed for official papers, will 
be added to the licence. 

Moreover, he told the 
Jordan Times, since the 


entire system will be 
computerised, driving 
licence applicants will be 
able to obtain the licence 
in less than 15 minutes. 

According to the offi- 
cial, the licence will 
include a magnetic line 
containing confidential 
information. 

This strip. Col. Freihat 
said, will contain infor- 
mation about the driver 
such as unpaid tickets 
and pertinent information : 
related to criminal status. 

The official said driven? 
have the option but are 
not required to substitute 
their ofd driving licences. 

Col. Freihat alsgfsaid 
that the traffic .depart- 


ment has bc*un issuing 
annual vehicle registra- 
tions since he beginning 
of October instead of the 
current fre-year vehicle 
book. 

“With his t» w system, 
citizens wflionly wait for 
five minutes to get regis- 
tration. Rpfore, people 
dt for at least 
before receiv- 
licle book,” the 
id. 

, the official 
will prevent 
and because the 
book wears out 
this will save 
tor traffic depart- 
it employees and citi- 
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Dole hitsethics, Clinton 
appeals to young voters 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
stormed through the south 
Friday, trying to steal 
Republican territory from 
his frustrated challenger 
Bob Dole, who denounced 
the media and augrily scold- 
ed voters to wake up to Mr. 
Clinton's alleged ethical 
lapses. 

Sen. Dole and indepen- 
dent candidate Ross Perot 
have both blasted Mr. Clin- 
ton and the Democratic 
Party in recent days for tak- 
ing questionable campaign 
contributions from foreign 
interests and a convicted 
drug dealer. 

Mr. Clinton, stressing 
ffiniily values issues in the 
closing days of the presi- 
dential race and ignoring 
Sen. Dole's attacks, used an 
outdoor rally in Georgia, the 
home state of House of Re- 
presentatives Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, to unveil a plan to 
let 100.000 college students 
teach children to read. 

Making a direct appeal t 
younger voters, Mr. Clinto 
said, “this is your electii 
and we need you. You ha 
most of your tomorrows 
front of you. You have y 
future out there ahead 
you, and you have to d 
that." 

While in Atlanta. 
Clinton also spoke by Je- 
phone with hundred/ of 
black ministers in 32 she s. 
urging them to get the/ fol- 
lowers to the voting AxJtb 
on Nov. 5. i 

In Texas. Sen. /Dole 
unleashed a scathintfttack 
on Mr. Clinton Jd the 
national news medi 
Sen. Dole's speeA was a 
litany of what he Aid were 
ethical violatio rtf by the 
Clinton administnuon. cou- 
pled with an angj condem- 
nation of th7 “liberal 
media" and vo \fs for fail- 
ing to pay attenfan. 

Sen. Dole ilso asked 
Reform Part/ candidate 
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Republican presidential candidate Senator Bob Dole 
and his wife Elizabeth lead the cheers at a rally In 
Phoenix Friday. Sen. Dole unleashed a scathing attack 
on President Bill Clinton and the national news media 
(Reuter photo) 


Ross Perot to endorse his 
candidacy if he did not want 
Mr. Clinton to be reelected 
— his first public comments 
since his campaign's unsuc- 
cessful bid this week to per- 
suade Mr. Perot to quit the 
race. 

In a stinging speech, an 
agitated Dole slammed Mr. 
Clinton for refusing to say 
he would not pardon indi- 
viduals connected to White- 
water. saying the president 
was “sending a signal” to 
defendants to sit tight until 
after the election. 

He also tried to tie the 
president to die controversy 


over improper White House 
gathering of Republican 
FBI files. 

“Where is the outrage in 
America? Where is the out- 
rage in America? Where has 
the media gone in Ameri- 
ca?" Sen. Dole thundered at 
a rally in Houston. 

“We have the president of 
the United States sitting 
down there with 900 FBI 
files, one might be one of 
yours ... and then we have 
the president of the United 
States who won't say he 
won’t pardon somebody 
who did business with him 
and .might implicate him 


laier on. Where is the out- 
rage in America?” 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry, travelling 
with Mr. Clinton in Geor- 
gia. responded. “Bob Dole 
went negative on Bill Clin- 
ton and that didn't work. 
Now Bob Dole has gone ne- 
gative on America, and 
that's not going to work 
either.” 

A series of national polls 
released Friday showed Mr. 
Gin ton solidifying his lead 
over Sen. Dole as the elec- 
tion drew nearer. 

The Reuters daily tracking 
poll showed Sen. Dole lost 
ground Thursday following 
the disclosure that his cam- 
paign manager made an 
abortive appeal to Mr. Perot 
to drop out of the campaign. 

With election day 1 1 days 
away, Mr. Clinton led Sen. 
Dole by 1 1 percentage 
points, up from 8.7 points 
the day before. An ABC poll 
put Mr. Clinton’s lead at 12 
points and noted Mr Perot's 
support had inched up to 8 
per cent. A Cnn/Usa Today/ 
Gallup poll showed Mr. 
Clinton leading Sen. Dole 
by 17 points and gave Mr. 
Perot 8 per cent. 

A poll of 46,509 college 
students conducted on Oct. 
23 by Follett College stores 
at its 500 U.S. college book- 
stores showed Mr. Clinton 
leading with 61.3 per cent 
of the vote, compared to just 
27. 1 per cent for Sen. Dole, 
and 7.1 per cent for Mr. 
Perot. 

Meanwhile Sen. Dole’s 
campaign disclosed figures 
suggesting it would be hea- 
vily outspent by Mr. Clinton 
between now and the elec- 
tion on Nov. 5. According to 
the latest monthly reports 
filed with the Federal Elec- 
tion Commission, the Clin- 
ton campaign bad $25.1 
million left to spend as of 
Oct. 16, while the Dole 
campaign had $13.3 mil- 
lion."’ 


Crisii-ridden Bulgaria 
awaits presidential poll 


SOFIA (R) j- Bulgaria — 
bottom of ne ex-Warsaw 
Pact economic heap — is 
preparing pr presidential 
elections Sunday which 
will be a racial mid-term 
test for ihi ex-Comraunist 
govemmer 
Beset bM rising prices and 
faced wiol the prospect of 
food and fuel shortages this 
w inter, die country’s 6.75 
million voters look set to 
rebuff toe ruling Socialist 
Party'. 

The president’s duties are 
largely ceremonial but the 
vote will provide a snapshot 
of the electoral mood and 
may prove decisive for the 
government of Prime Mi- 
nister Zhan Videnov. 

Preliminary results are 
expected early Monday 
morning. 

Mr. Videnov appeared on 
state television Friday night 
to defend his government’s 
record and urge voters to 
support the socialist candi- 
date. Culture Minister Ivan 
Marazov. 

“The opposition parties 
ill bring nothing but chaos 
4 destabilisation which 
"I be fatal for economic 
r Srm and everybody's 
llu ." he said. 

P‘ls show opposition 
canL late Petar Stoyanov 
aheai 0 f Mr% Marazov but 
short r a f irs t round major- 
ity. Th 44.year.oid lawyer 
has sui a big opposition 
win vvotj represent a vote 
of no c q fid en ce in the 
Bulgarian Socialist Party 
(BSP) one has raised the 
possibility early elec- 
tions. 

An opinion pop released 
by the laboratory for politi- 
cal behaviou. Thursday 
showed 32.5 pc- cent sup- 
port for Mr. Stoymov, 21.5 
per cent for Mr. Marazov, 
with maverick politician 
George Ganchev who 
styles himself as the mould- 
breaking alternative to the 
two main parties, clo*e be- 
hind on 1 8.5 per cent. 

Another 1 6 per cent of the 
1.570 people polled were 
undecided. 

This country of 8.4 mil- 
lion people is in the grip of 


a severe economic crisis 
and a poverty spiral which 
has robbed many Bulga- 
rians of their faith in the 
political system. Many say 
they will simply not vote. 

While most of its former 
allies in the old Warsaw 
pact have seen some bene- 
fits of economic reform and 
are pressing for inclusion in 
NATO and the EU, Bulga- 
ria remains mired in the 
legacy of its Communist 
past. 

“We have a hard winter 
coming, everyone is worry- 
ing about their savings, the 
price of medicines, bread, 
and their jobs and everyone 
is asking why,” Mr. Vide- 
nov said. 

He claimed Bulgaria had 
been ruled incompetently 
since ihe fall of Commu- 
nism in 1989 and that only 
his BSP, elected at the end 
of 1994. had implemented 
any practical reforms. 

Outgoing President Zhe- 
lyu Zhelev, who led Bulga- 
ria’s transition to multi- 
party rule, lost a U.S.-style 
primary ro Mr. Stoyanov in 
June and is not seeking re- 
election. 

The Socialists draw much 
of their support from 
Bulgaria's two million pen- 
sioners. many of them nos- 
talgic for the greater securi- 
ty offered under former 
Communist Leader Todor 
Zhivkov, when the state 
ensured cheap bread while 
blocking freedom of speech 
and movement. 

The small Balkan state 
has the lowest level of for- 
eign investment of any 
country in the region and a 
quarter of its numerous and 
insolvent banks are in 
receivership. 

The Central Bank is ra- 
pidly running out of money 
to prop up the lev and buy 
fuel and also wheat — to 
replace Bulgarian produc- 
tion which has been export- 
ed because the world price 
is higher than the local 
price. 


Whitewater prosecutor to 
probe Nussbaum testimony 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Whitewater special prosecutor 
Friday won the power to investigate whether a former 
White House lawyer lied to Congress about Hillary 
Rodham Clinton's role in hiring a key figure in the FBI 
files controversy. 

Kenneth Starr, the Whitewater independent counsel, 
received authorisation from a U.S. Court of Appeals to 
expand his already far-reaching investigation to cover 
whether former White House counsel Bernard Nussbaum 
committed peijury. 

At issue was Mr. Nussbaum’s testimony under oath on 
June 26 before a hearing of the House Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight concerning the Whire 
House's collection of hundreds of confidential FBI files. 

Mr. Nussbaum denied knowing who had hired Craig 
Livingstone, the former White House personnel security 
chief at the centre of the controversy over the White 
House's obtaining the files on prominent Republicans and 
others. 

Mr. Nussbaum in his testimony specifically denied dis- 
cussing Livingstone with the first lady. 

But FBI agent Dennis Sculimbrene, in a report of an 
interview with Mr. Nussbaum in 1993 during a background 
investigation of Mr. Livingstone, said Mrs. Clinton had 
“highly” recommended Mr. Livingstone to Mr. Nussbaum. 

The FBI agent also said Mrs. Clinton had known Mr. 
Livingstone's mother. 

Lawrence Pedowitz. a lawyer for Mr. Nussbaum, said 
Mr. Nussbaum weeks ago denied to Mr. Starr’s staff mak- 
ing the remarks to Mr. Sculimbrene. The report was not 
dated or signed, no notes supporting it have been found and 
Mr. Sculimbrene does not remember the conversation, Mr. 
Pedowitz said. 

“Mr. Nussbaum stands by his house testimony," he said 
in a statement issued in New York. 

The first lady has said she had nothing to do with Mr. 
Livingstone's hiring. 

Several committee members, including the Republican 
Chairman William Clinger, charged that Mr. Nussbaum 
may have made false statements and requested the criminal 
investigation. 

Attorney General Janet Reno reviewed the allegations 
and determined that more investigation was warranted. 

In asking that the Appeals Court broaden Mr. Starr's 
probe. Ms. Reno said- “I have concluded that further inves- 
tigation is warranted to determine whether Mr. Nussbaum’s 
statements before the committee are in fact false.” 

She said an investigation by the Justice Department into 
whether Mr. Nussbaum committed peijury would consti- 
tute “a political conflict of interest” and said Mr. Starr, who 
already is examining the FBI files controversy, should han- 
dle the case. 

Mr. Starr was appointed in 1994 to investigate the 
Whitewater land deal in Arkansas involving Bill and 
Hillaiy Clinton in the 1980s, and the failure of a Little 
Rock Savings and Loan owned by their paruiers in the land 
deal. 

He earlier this year won appropval to investigate the fir- 
ing of the White House Travel Office staff in May 1993, a 
probe that involves former presidential aide David Watkins 
and the first lady's role in that affair. 

In June, Mr. StaiT was authorised to investigate whether 
criminal laws had been broken when Mr. Livingstone and 
his aide, Anthony Marceca, collected approximately 900 
FBI background files in late 1993 and early 1994. 



U.S. President Bill Clinton (right) and Senator Sam Nunn walk past an honour police 
cordon as thev arrive to attend a campaign rally at Woodruff Park in Atlanta Friday. 
Mr. Clinton stormed into Georgia, the home state of Republican House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, with a plan to let 100,000 college students teach children to read (Reuter 
photo) - 

Chechen rebels want all 
Russian troops to leave 


MOSCOW (R) — Chechen 
separatist leaders said 
Saturday they would not 
agree to any Russian mili- 
tary presence in Chechenya. 
Interfax News Agency said, 
heralding further complica- 
tions in the search for peace 
in the region. 

Interfax quoted chief rebel 
spokesman Moviadi Udu- 
gov as saying that the sepa- 
ratist leadership opposed 
Moscow’s plaris to keep two 
brigades permanently in 
Chechenya. 

“This issue has been 
raised by forces interested 
in continuing war in Che- 
chenya." Mr. Udugov said, 
adding that the Aug. 31 
peace deal the rebels signed 
with then top Russian nego- 
tiator Alexander Lebed con- 
tained no such provision. 

Gen. Lebed has since 
been sacked by President 


Boris Yeitsin. : 

Russia sent troops into 
Chechenya in December 
1994 to quell the region's 
independence bid. and the 
subsequent war has cost 
tens of thousands of lives. 

Under the Lebed deal 
Moscow agreed to with- 
draw its troops in exchange 
for the five-year postpone- 
ment of a decision on 
Chechenya’s future political 
status — the central issue of 
the conflict. 

The rebels, who saw the 
peace deal as a face-saving 
way for Moscow to let 
Chechenya go. insist that all 
Russian troops should 
leave. 

Russia, which has ruled 
out Chechen independence, 
is currently running down 
its forces in the region, but 
insisted recently that two 
brigades must remain per- 


manently stationed there. 

Discord over the Russian 
military presence seems 
likely to strike a further 
blow at peace talks between 
Moscow and rebels. 

Separatist leaders have 
voiced concern that Mr. 
Yeltsin's decision earlier 
this month to sack Gen. Le- 
bed. the author of the deal, 
could reinforce the “party of 
war” in Moscow nod under- 
mine the peace process in 
Chechenya. 

Moscow’s new negotiator. 
Ivan Rybkin. has said Mos- 
cow w'ould stick to the 
peace deal but he has ack- 
nowledged differences in 
understanding key parts of 
the accord. 

Mr. Rybkin was expected 
to visit Chechenya in the 
next few days to hold talks 
with rebel leaders. 


Sacked S. Korean minister 
arrested in arms scandal 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 


arrested sacked Defence 


Minister Lee Yang-Ho. an 


executive of a leading local 

of 

company and two employ- 


ees of an arras dealer Satur- 


day in connection with an 

gr ’ . 

arms scandal, prosecutors 

IflSK::" 

said. 


“Mr Lee has been arrested 


and is taken to a Seoul 


prison,” a prosecution offi- 


cial told Reuters. The others • 


were also held. 



Witnesses said two inves- 
tigators led Mr. Lee, dressed 
in a dark suit, to a black lim- 
ousine which whisked him 
off to the prison. 

State prosecutors charged 
Mr. Lee, who was removed 
from President Kim Young- 
Sam’s cabinet last week, 
with bribery and leaking 
official secrets to the arms 
dealer. Kwon Pyong-Ho. 
over a government purchase 
of military helicopters. 

Senior prosecutor Ahn 
Kang-Min told reporters 
that Mr. Lee admitted near 
the end of a three-day probe 
into the scandal that he 
accepted a 150 million 
($181,000) bribe last year 
from Daewoo Heavy Indus- 
tries Ltd through Kwon. 

“The prosecution is still 
tracing (Lee’s) bank 
accounts.” Mr. Ahn said, 
suggesting that an investi- 
gation into whether there 
were other kickbacks made 
to Mr. Lee was continuing. 

“Mr Lee initially denied 
bribery charges but he made 
a number of contradictory 
remarks," a prosecution 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Lee later admitted ta- 
king the money after inves- 
tigators told him that prose- 
cutors had secured evidence 
be had faced extortion 
threats by Mr. K won’s emp- 
loyees over the arms deal. 

Among those arrested 
Saturday were Lee Nam- 
Hee and Kang Jong-Ho, 
employees of a company 
owned by the arms dealer. 
They were charged with 
extorting 50 million won 
from former Mr. Lee by 
threatening to expose kick- 
backs. The payment was 
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South Korea’s former defence minister Lee Yang-bo 
(right) is escorted to a Seoul prison after a criminal 
court issued an arrest warrant Saturday (Reuter photo) 


made by a Daewoo execu- 
tive under pressure from 
Mr. Lee, the spokesman 
said. 

He said that Mr. Lee and 
the arms dealer split a 300 
million won bribe from 
Daewoo heavy to arrange 
the government purchase. 

Mr. Lee has not comment- 
ed publicly on the charges, 
but state media earlier quot- 
ed him as denying any 
wrongdoing. 

Daewoo said it gave mo- 
ney to the arms dealer but 
insisted it was a commis- 
sion, not a bribe. 

Also arrested Saturday 
was Sok Chin-Chol. who 
was the president of Dae- 
woo Heavy, a unit of Dae- 
woo Group, last year. 

Mr. Sok now heads the 
group s car subsidiary in 
Poland. 

Daewoo Group, whose 
founder Kim Woo-Choong 
is appealing a two-year jail 
sentence imposed for brib- 
ing former President Roh 
Tae-Woo. is one of South 
Korea’s three largest con- 
glomerates. 

The arms dealer, Mr. 
Kwon, was believed to be in 
Beijing but could not be 


reached for comment. 

The affair has embar- 
rassed the president, who 
has staked his reputation on 
an anti-corruption drive that 
has Jed to rhe trial and con- 
viction of ex-Presidents 
Roh and Chun Doo Hwan. 

Mr. Chun was sentenced 
to death and Mr. Roh to 22- 
! 12 years in jail after being 
found guilty in August of 
corruption, mutiny and trea- 
son. Both are appealing. 

President Kim described 
the arms scandal as “an act 
of betrayal to the people” 
and called for stern legal 
steps against Mr. Lee. presi- 
dential spokesman Yoon 
Yeo-Joon said. 

The president removed 
Mr. Lee from his post on 
Oct. 1 7 as part of a reshuffle 
of the military’s top brass. 
The reshuffle followed 
harsh criticism of the mili- 
tary for failing to prevent an 
incursion by a North Ko- 
rean submarine last month. 

Hours after Mr. Lee’s dis- 
missal. the main opposition 
National Congress for New 
Politics accused Mr. Lee of 
taking the bribes, prompting 
the president to order a .full 
investigation. 


Man held in 
kids-and-corpse 
murder case 

SACRAMENTO, Califor- 
nia (R) — A California 
high school teacher sus- 
pected of murdering his 
wife and leaving bis chil- 
dren alone with her body 
for 10. days was . arrested 
Friday in Mexico, police 
said. Mexican authorities . 
arrested Robert Castorcna. 

38. without incident at an 
apartment in San Miguel 
De AHende, about 400 ki- 
lometres northwest of 
Mexico City; Sacramento 
Police said. The police said 
they were able to trace Mr. 
Castorena because he had 
been using his credit and 
bank cash cards. Mr. Cas- 
torena’s wife, Janice, was 
found dead in their Sacra- 
mento home oh Oct. 13, 
but police believe she was 
killed about 12 days earlier. 

She had a stab wound in 
her chest and a knife lay 
nearby, they said. Mr. Cas- 
torena spent a coaple. of / 
days around the house 
before leaving, police said. 
They said the couple's two 
children had been left alone- 
in the house with the body 
for about 10 days. The chil- 
dren, a 14-year-old girl and 
an 8-year-old boy, told 
police' their father had 
threatened them at knife- 
point and they were too 
afraid to seek help. The 
murder came to light when 
the boy was caught shop- 
lifting. something he appa- 
rently did to draw attention 
to hi's plight. Mr. Castore- 
na, 38. was arrested on 
what would have been his 
wife’s 39th birthday. 

Australia's highest 
peak is a spelling 
mistake 

SYDNEY (R) — Austra- 
lia's highest mountain, al- • 
ready a schoolchild's 
nightmare to spell, could 
soon have its name 
changed to correct a care- 
less historical mistake. The 
2,228-metre peak was 
named after 18th century 
Polish national hero Ta- 
deusz Kosciuszko by an 
admiring -compatriot who 
explored the Snowy Moun- 
tain range in 1840. But 
Australia’s early surveyors 
messed up the transcription 
and what should have been 
Mount Kosciuszko went 
down on maps and in text- 
books as Mount Koscius- 
ko. Now, prodded by Po- 
lish officials, the New 
South Wales geographical . 
names board has been 
asked to decide whether the 
peak should have its miss- 
ing Z returned. “There’s no 
doubt the spelling is 
wrong," board Chairman 
Don Grant told Reuters. 

The mountain was named 
by 39th century Polish 
explorer Paul Strzelecki, 
who decided to honour his 
national hero Kosciuszko. 
Born in 1746, Kosciuszko 
fled to North America after 
an unsuccessful love affair 
in 1774 and became a hero 
fighting the British in the 
American War of Indepen- 
dence. He returned to Po- 
land in the 1790s and unit- 
ed the country in the battle 
against Prussian and Rus- 
sian domination. Mr. Grant 
said be heard of the 
spelling mistake on a re- 
cent visit to Warsaw and 
had the spelling confirmed 
to him by Poland’s survey- 
or-general. “My own per- 
sonal view as chairman of / 
the Geographic Names ** 
Board is that you should 
not change history unless 
you’re certain that you’re 
right," 1 Mr. Grant said. 

Singapore to host 
conference on 
thinking 

SINGAPORE (R) — Sin- 
gapore will host an interna- 
tional conference on think- 
ing in June 1997, a spokes- 
woman for the National 
Institute of Education 
(NfE) said. The confer- 
ence, to be attended by 
more than 2,000 academics 
and business leaders, will 
discuss how different thin- 
king processes work and 
how they can be taught. 

NIE senior fellow Norah 
Maier told Reuters. The 
pioneer of the idea of later- jg? 
al thinking, Edward De 
Bono, would be among the 
more than 150 speakers at 
the gathering, Ms. Maier 
said. 
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Rwandan refugees set up camp after fleeing earlier in the week from fighting between ethnic Tntsi rebels and -the 
Zairean army. Some 200,000 Rwandan and Burundian refugees are thought to be on the road and settling in 
already establised camps ('Reuter photo) 


Sri Lanka suicide attack kills 
14 as Tiger violence escalates 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil Tiger guerrillas des- 
troyed a navy gunboat in Sri 
Lanka Saturday in a suicide 
attack, killing 12 sailors and 
two rebels to raise the death 
toll in si* days of violence 
to 68. officials said. 

The gunboat was patrol- 
ling just outside the strate- 
gic port of Trincomalee in 
the island's north-east when 
the separatist Liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
carried out the pre-dawn 
suicide attack, officials 
said. 

*The Tigers used suicide 
cadres to ram a boat packed 
with explosives against the 
gun boat P-457.” a local 
official said. 

‘There would have been 
at least two terrorists on- 
board the suicide craft.” 

The navy gunboat had two 
officers and 10 sailors on- 
board, and the defence min- 
istry here said it sank after 
the rebel attack. There were 
at least 10 other rebel boats 
in the area, the ministry 
said. 

Officials were investigat- 
ing whether the rebels were 
on 'their way to attack the 
port of Trincomalee. a key 
government base for action 


against the Tigers, when 
they were intercepted by the 
navy. 

“They are making a tre- 
mendous attempt to infil- 
trate the harbour to cause 
more damage.” a local offi- 
cial said. 

The latest round of fight- 
ing known as “Eelam War 
HI” started in T rincomalee 
when the LTTE called off 
six months of talks with the 
government and sank two 
gun boats berthed inside the 
port in April last year. 

The guerrillas who are 
leading a protracted cam- 
paign for a homeland called 
Eelam in the island's north- 
ern and eastern regions 
have staged similar attacks 
against the navy in the 
region since then. 

The latest loss suffered by 
the navy compounded prob- 
lems for security forces in 
the island’s eastern pro- 
vince after troops secured 
the northern stronghold of 
the Tigers late last month. 

The Tigers smashed an 
eastern police post four 
days ago and escaped after 
killing 18 constables and 
two civilians, officials said. 

The assault came a day 
after eight soldiers were 


killed in an attack on an 
army outpost in the eastern 
district of Batticaloa. 

Last week, nine soldiers 
and 17 guerrillas were 
killed when the military hit 
a coastal base of the LTTE. 
The navy lost two patrol 
craft and an air force heli- 
copter was damaged by 
rebel fire in that offensive. 

The LTTE said that des- 
pite the commando-style 
raid the security forces 
failed to dismantle their 
radar station on the north- 
eastern coast. 

The Tigers are believed to 
be using the facility to track 
mi Li tary boat movements 
between Trincomalee and 
the northern peninsula of 
Jaffna. 

Since the rebels lost Jaff- 
na to security forces after a 
series of operations begun 
in October last year they 
have been staging hit-and- 
run attacks. 

Security forces have said 
they were bracing for a pro- 
tracted jungle war with the 
Tamil Tigers whose sepa- 
ratist campaign has claimed 
more than 50,000 lives 
since 1972. 


Japan ’s LDP reportedly drops plan to 
form new government with Socialists 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) has effectively 
dropped a plan to form a 
new government with its 
pre-election coalition part- 
ners, press reports said 
Saturday. 

“There is no way we can.” 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto was quoted by 
Jiji Press as saying after his 
LDP failed to narrow policy 
differences in talks with the 
Social Democratic Part}' 
(SDP) and New Party Saki- 
gake. 

Mr. Hashimoto’s remark 
was a sign he was changing 
his stance on having the 
SDP and Sakigake remain 
in his coalition. Jiji said. 

SDP head Takako Doi 
ruled out the possibility of 
joining the new govern- 
ment, saying: “We have 
startad policy talks ... but 
please don’t think we will 
extend the previous stance." 


Leaders of the three par- 
ties — the LDP. the largest 
force in the coalition, the 
SDP and new party Saki- 
gake — held their Fust mee- 
ting Friday since last 
week's general elections. 

During the Tokyo meet- 
ing. the SDP offered tough 
policy proposals as a condi- 
tion for its continued al- 
liance with the LDP. includ- 
ing an immediate ban on 
political donations from 
companies. 

The SDP also proposed 
setting up a committee to 
review a planned consump- 
tion tax rise and withdraw- 
ing U.S. marine corps from 
Okinawa, where anti-U.S: 
sentiment is running high 
following last year's rape of 
schoogirl by U.S. service- 
men. 

The LDP agreed to setting 
up a consumption tax com- 
mittee, but refrained from 
replying to other proposals. 


Jiji said. 

Secretary General Koichi 
Kao expressed opposition 
to a ban on corporate dona- 
tions. Jiji said, adding the 
LDP was unlikely to accept 
all the proposals the SDP 
offered. 

The three parties were 
scheduled to hold their sec- 
ond meeting Monday, SDP 
party officials said. 

But policy coordination 
among the three parties ap- 
pears to be difficult, be- 
cause the SDP's proposals 
are unacceptable to the 
LDP. reports said. 

The Asahi Shimbun and 
Jiji said leaders of the LDP 
may have to form a minori- 
ty government without 
forming a coalition. 

The LDP outdistanced 
other parties in last week’s 
elections for the house of 
representatives but failed to 
secure a majority in the 500 
seat lower chamber. 


Aboriginal culture may be oldest living religion 


DNEY (R) — Australia’s aboriginal cul- 
i may be the world’s oldest living reli- 
’ n according to a study of “Rainbow 
pent” rock art in northern Australia, say 
straiian and British anthropologists, 
he “Rainbow Serpent" is one of the 
red symbols of creation for aborigines 
l a studv of 107 rock paintings has found 
spiritual tradition dates back 6,000 
its, according to a report in the Sydney 
,ming Herald newspaper Saturday. 

We have a major creation being regarded 
-xtremely important for four to six mil- 
fa,” said Australian Museum anthropolo- 
[ Paul Tacon. 1 

[n that sense the major component ot this 
ritual belief system is much older than 
major components of religions and spir- 
il belief systems found elsewhere in the 
rid.” Mr. Tacon said in the newspaper, 
induism emerged about 3,500 years ago 
India and Judaism in the Middle East 
riv 4.000 years ago, he said, 
he team says that while rock art in 
ope dates as far back as 20.000 years, it 


died out about 9,000 years ago. unlike the 
aboriginal “Rainbow Serpent” which has 
been continuously painted from 6,000 years 
to today. 

Aborigines believe that in the “dream- 
time", the begining of time, when the earth 
was barren and featureless, the “Rainbow 
Serpent” ploughed through the earth creat- 
ing rivers and bays. 

Mr. Tacon and fellow anthropologists 
from Australia and Britian's Cambridge 
University have published their study in the 
latest edition of the journal, archaeoloy in 
Oceania, the newspaper said. 

The team based its study on 13? charac- 
teristics of 107 “Rainbow Serpent” rock 
paintings in Arnhem Land in the northern 
territory and interviews with aboriginal 
leaders. 

Aborigines are believed to have arrived in 
Australia 40,000 years ago from southeast 
Asia. There are now about 300,000 aborig- 
ines in Australia. 


Maltese 
vote on 
their date 
with 
' Europe 

VALLETTA (R) — The 
people of Malta voted 
Saturday for a new parlia- 
ment in an election seen as 
a referendum on whether 
the Mediterranean island 
should pursue its bid to 
join the European Union. 

Two main parties are 
vying for the votes of the 
275.000 electorate, with 
the ruling Nationalist Party 
promising to give priority 
to getting Malta into the 
EU while the Labour Party 
says it will drop the 
island’s application. 

Polling stations, set to 
open at 7 a.m., opened 
their doors a little later, 
apparently because of last- 
mjnute hitches with ballot 
boxes. 

Malta applied for mem- 
bership in 1990 under 
Prime Minister Edward 
Fenech Adami, 62, who 
told Reuters Friday: “I al- 
ready have a mandate... 
(but) it will be a sort of 
another referendum on 
Malta's membership of the 
EU.” 

Mr. Fenech Adami’s 
Nationalist Party, which 
had a three-seat majority in 
the outgoing 65-seat par- 
liament. says that member- 
ship will ensure economic 
prosperity. The previous 
general elections were held 
in 1992. 

Malta's bid is oppposed 
by Labour Party leader 
Alfred Sant, who says 
membership would cost 
the small island too much. 

Instead, he promises to 
seek a “special relation- 
ship” with Europe and “po- 
sitive neutrality” for Malta. 

Mr. Sant 48, vows to dis- 
mantle value added tax, a 
basic feature of EU mem- 
bership. and in conse- 
quence withdraw Malta’s 
application. 

He says VAT has brought 
hardship to the people and 
can be replaced with cus- 
toms tariffs. 

“We should have a spe- 
cial relationship, not mem- 
bership...! would like to 
see security, not military, 
cooperation, for example 
on drugs, contraband and 
the movement of people.” 

At mass meetings 
throughout the Mediterran- 
ean island, the leaders and 
some 300 candidates for 
the 65-seat parliament 
have focused on peoples' 
pockets and.- by extension, 
Europe. 

The prime minister’s 
party says its management 
of the economy, based 
mainly on manufacturing 
and tourism, has seen 
growth at some six per cent 
a year and brought unem- 
ployment down to 3.2 per 
cent. 

It adds that EU member- 
ship could mean assistance 
of bn43 million ($118 mil- 
lion) a year and give “reas- 
suring awareness that we 
have the security of a 
group of European coun- 
tries.” 


Tutsi rebels reforteiUjT 
seize 2 east Zaire towns 


BUKAVU, Zaire (R) — 
Tutsi rebels were reported 
Saturday to have seized two 
towns in eastern Zaire and 
aid workers said up to 
200.000 Rwandan refugees 
were on the move. 

Burundian military sour- 
ces and Burundi state radio 
said the town of Uvira at the 
northern end of Lake Tan- 
ganyika had fallen to the 
rebels after two days of bat- 
tles with Zairean forces. 

Aid workers in Goma, 
eastern Zaire, and in Gene- 
va said Tutsi fighters had 
also' captured the town of 
Rutshuru 10 kilometres 
from Goma city, the capital 
of North Kivu province. 

The complex multi-sided 
conflict convulsing much of 
eastern Zaire appeared to be 
spreading through the 1.1 
milli on Rwandan refugees 
based in the area. 

For the first time, large 
numbers of Rwandan refu- 
gees were reported to be on 
tiie move in the Goma re- 
gion north of here. 

“Some 200,000 refugees 
from Kibumba Camp near 
Goma are heading down the 
road towards the city,” said 
a Nairobi-based U.N. offi- 
cial. who declined to be 
identified. 

He said aid workers des- 


cribed the town of Rutshuru 
as a war zone and added it 
appeared the attackers were 
former Tutsi residents of the 
Masisi region near Goma. 

Nearly 300,000 Rwandan 
and Burundian refugees 
were uprooted from camps 
in south Kivu province by 
fighting in the past week. 

An aid official in Goma 
said by telephone the exo- 
dus of refugees had been 
triggered by shooting in the 
Kibumba camp. 

“There is shooting in 
Kibumba Camp. This morn- 
ing 30 people who were 
injured were brought to our 
hospital in Kibumba,” said 
Elodie Martel, head of the 
Goma delegation of the 
International Federation of 
Red Cross an d R ed Cres- 
cent Societies (1FRC). 

“A large number of re- 
fugees are apparently walk- 
ing towards Goma. The 
shooting started Friday and 
is in the surrounding area 
and in the camp itself," said 
Mr. MarteL adding she 
could not confirm all 
200.000 residents from Ki- 
bumba had fled the camp. 

She said the attackers ap- 
peared to be the same group 
as Tutsi rebels who ad- 
vanced against Zaire an 
troops in south Kivu. 


Other aid ofSjs said 
large explosions, larently 
mortar bombs, 4 heard 
in or around fuimba 
Friday and Sai_ 

It was the first »e re- 
fugee movement! f r om 
Rwandan camps jpunu 
Goma. 

In Bukavu. 100 kn* the 
north of Uvira, four Irtar 
blasts were heard Saw ay 
morning and the Ved 
Nations ordered an ev* a - 
tion of aid workers frofce 
city because of inc 
insecurity, a U.N. sp 
woman said. 

“There are orders 
U.N. security office in 
York to carry out a to 
partial evacuation of s 
from Bukavu to Enteb! 
Airport in Uganda toda 
said Brenda Barton, 
spokeswoman for the U. 
World Food Programm 
(WFP) in Nairobi. 

Tutsi Banyamulenge re- 
bels say they are fighting 
Zairean troops after a 
Zairean order to expel them 
from the country. 

The Banyamulenge ar- 
rived in the region up to 200 
years ago but ethnic ten- 
sions have become acute in 
the aftermath of the 1994 
genocide and civil war in 
neighbouring Rwanda. 


Abotif 1.1 million Hutus 
fled to -Zaire from Rwanda 
in fear bf reprisals for. the 
killing b*i Hutus of up to 
one million Tutsis and mod- 
erate HutuV 

Zairean Resident Mobutu 
Sese Seko Itys been absent 
from die codntry for more 
than two months, receiving 
cancer treatment . in 
Switzerland, and his long 
illness is fuelling the crisis. 

Zairean tax>ps have been 
pullino back towards Buka- 
vu. capital of south Kivu 
province, in recent days as 
the rebels advance Irpm the 
south. 

Saturday was the .first 
time mortar explo^ons 
were clearly heard in Buka- 
vu since fighting in eastern 
Zaire broke out. \ 

The blasts came from ths 
area near Panzi Camp. II 1 
km south of the city centre, 
jbut it was unclear whether 
le fire was incoming or 
mtgoing. 

Panzi Camp houses 2,000 
lutu former soldiers of the 
[wandan army and 5,000 
mily members who fled 
to Zaire in 1994. 
I'lilitiamen armed only 
pieces of wood 
:ked the roads in the 
site of the city and civii- 
ialstoned journalists. 


Burma says Suu Kyi manipulated by CIA 


RANGOON (R) — Bur- 
ma's state-run media con- 
tinued its attacks on democ- 
racy leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi Saturday, saying she 
was being manipulated by 
the U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) to try 
and bring down the govern- 
ment 

“It is not that the CIA is 
having her play a ploy to be 
able to get political power 
as a democracy leader” a 
commentary in the official 
New Light of Myanmar 
said. 

“The aim of putting her 
onto the political stage is 
just to have her plotting to 
bring down the ...Govern- * 
ment that is striving day and 
night and making progress 
all round while maintaining 
stability, peace and tranquil- 
lity in the country." 


Burma's media is tightly 
controlled by the ruling 
State Law and Order Resto- 
ration Council (SLORC) 
and considered to be the 
mouthpiece of the govern- 
ment. 

Calling Ms. Suu Kyi “Mrs 
Michael Aris” in reference 
to her marriage to the 
British academic, the com- 
mentary said Mr. Aris — 
who lives in England and is 
rarely allowed to visit Ms. 
Suu Kyi — and the CIA 
were pulling the strings and 
Ms. Suu Kyi was acting as 
their puppet to help cause 
unrest in the nation. 

“(The CIA) are pulling 
strings from behind, just to 
have her disparaging, vilify- 
ing and obstructing every- 
thing being done by (the) 
government and instigating 
the unwitting youths in 


devious ways to create dis- 
turbances,” the commentary 
said. 

The SLORC has accused 
Ms. Suu Kyi's National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) party of colluding 
with students involved in 
rare sit-in protests in Ran- 
goon last week. It has also 
accused her of conspiring 
with western governments, 
especially the United States, 
to try and upset the nation’s 
peace. " 

The government derained 
Suu Kyi’s close aide Kyi 
Maung for questioning 
about his role in the pro- 
tests. 

Up to 1,000 university 
students staged a sit-in 
protest early Wednesday at 
an intersection about two 
kilometres from Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s residence. 


MlSuu Kyi, who lived 
undahouse arrest for six 
yearslnd was released in 


July 
secun 
govern 1 
not to 
ing the 
Diplo 
NLD o 
Suu Kyi 
virtual h 
govemme 


>5. was urged by 
officials from the 
nt and the NLD 
ve her house dur- 
tests. 

ts quoted an 
{jal as saying Ms. 
been put under 
e arrest but a 
official told 


Reuters Friky Ms. Suu Kyi 
was under ± restrictions. 

But therd was still no 
word from fer Saturday, as 
the roads lading to her 
house remaned blocked. 
Her telephone has not 
worked sincj late Septem- 
ber, when thdline was appa- 
rently cut a the SLORC 
took various! steps to pre- 
vent the NLD from holding 
a party meetiig. 


Race for H. Kong leadership enters home straight 


HONG KONG (R) — The 
race for Hong Kong’s first 
chief executive moved into 
its final phase Saturday with 
one of the territory’s most 
popular figures declining to 
run and two contenders offi- 
cially registering their bids. 

“After careful considera- 
tion of all the relevant fac- 
tors governing the selection 
process and having consult- 
ed my senior colleagues 
within the civil service, I 
have decided not to put my 
name forward as a candi- 
date for the chief executive 
post,” Chief Secretary An- 
son Chan said in statement 

Polls have consistently 
placed Mr. Chan, Hong 
Kong’s top civil servant and 
deputy to British governor 
Chris Patten, as the people's 
top choice to lead the terri- 


tory after it reverts to 
Chinese rule at midnight on 
June 30, 1997. 

Popularity counts for lit- 
tle, however, because the 
territory’s first post-colonial 
leader will be selected in 
December by a 400- strong 
selection board which in 
turn will be chosen by a 
China-appointed preparato- 
ry committee. 

The committee is respon- 
sible for overseeing the 
transition of Hong Kong 
from a British colony to a 
special administrative re- 
gion of China. 

Billionaire shipping mag- 
nate Tung Chee-Hwa, who 
declared his intention to run 
and resigned as chairman 
from his family’s shipping 
empire on Oct IS, became 
the first person to officially 


register his candidacy for 
the top post Saturday. 

“My next step... is to work 
harder.” said Mr. Tung. 

Close on his heels was 
former appeal court Judge 
Simon Li. 

“I’m veiy happy because 
today is a good day and a 
step up in my bid to become 
the chief executive,” Judge 
Li told reporters after filing 
his candidacy. 

He said be would install 
opinion boxes across the co- 
lony in order to collect the 
views of Hong Kong peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Tung begins his for- 
mal campaign Sunday when 
he will meet the press and 
has plans to continue his 
media blitz in November 
with further radio and tele- 
vision interviews. 


Judge Li has wasted little 
time in wooing the media, 
giving interviews to Hong 
Kong and overseas media 
since Thursday, the day 
after he threw his hat into 
the ring. 

Chief Justice Sir Ti Liang 
Yang and businessman Pe- 
ter Woo, the son-in-law of 
late shipping magnate Sir 
Y.K. Pao, are also in the 
running. The two men and 
any other eligible parties 
have until Monday to file 
their candidacy. 

A group of pro-democracy 
activists staged a street play 
outside the preparatory 
committee’s office in the 
territory’s central business 
district to highlight the per- 
ceived lack of transparenev 
in choosing Hong KongV 
future leader. 


World ozone specialists sound health aleri 


USHUAIA, Argentina (R) — Urgent action is required to 
prevent damage of the ozone layer from having a serious 
impact on human health, international scientists said Friday 
at a conference. 

Over the next few decades skin cancers and cataracts 
could spread at alarming rates unless people protect them- 
selves from the sun’s harmful rays, which intensify as a 
result of ozone depletion in the stratosphere, the experts 
said in Ushuaia, the southernmost city of the world. 

The ozone layer shields earth from the sun’s harmful 
ultraviolet rays. 

“This is a harsher environment than we were used to,” 
said Janice Longs treth, risk programme manager at the 
Waste Policy Institute in Washington, D.C “fifty years 
from now. when ozone is back to normaL we could still 
have a wave of cancers because of the increase in initia- 
tions we suffered earlier." 

The alarm signs are flashing in Australia, which already 
has the world’s highest skin cancer rate. 

“If we don’t now appropriately modify people's sun- 
related behaviours, the 15 per cent increase in ultraviolet 
(UV-B) radiation expected in Australia as a result of ozone 
depletion could equate to a 40 per cent rise in at least one 
type of skin cancer (carcinoma).” said James Shevlin. assis- 
tant manager for ozone protection at Australia’s environ- 
ment protection agency. 

Data released in Ushuaia, where scientists met this week 
to discuss radiation and health, show the so-called ozone 
hole that opens up every year over the Antarctic has sta- 
bilised and should start to narrow in about a decade. 

The reversal is the result of the montreal protocol, a plan 
to phase out chemicals like chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 


which chew away at the earth’s protective layer. 

But because there is a lag between the time CFC are 
released and the time they reach the stratosphere, th layer 
will not mend until the middle of the next century. 

“We're not going to change the fact of this 50-yu - peri- 
od. So we have to switch toward better understating the 
health risks and figuring out how to mitigate tbn.’^said 
Mr. Longs treth. 

The hole, first seen in the 1980s. is a symptoiof a much 
more modest global decline in ozone levels. It 'Jins due to 
the unique Antarctic weather system known* P° lar 
vortex. 

In the hole, ozone depletion exceeds 60 *r Bul 
because it only shifts to remote areas of ihe>buthero i cone, 
like Ushuaia, for a few days each year, the stall decline's in 
ozone elsewhere are potentially more itfe-oreafening. 

Presumptions of the relation between oone loss* ^irncer, 
cataracts and .weakened immune systems<ire'B ot backed up 
by hard evidence. “We lack the data. Bit wS do know that 
biological systems are fundamentally inpagM by. a nse m 
UV-B radiation,” said Edward De F5p 0, a loading 
researcher at George Washington Uraf ersit y Me ^ cal 
Centre. 

And studies show a one per cent 
causes an average 1.3 per cent rise in 

The good news is some reason 
modifications can go a lopg way to 

In Britain, recent studies suggest 
increase in UV-B radiation cou 


in ozone levels 
j-V radiation- 
simple behaviour 
.-prevention, 
relative effect of the 
compensated for if 


people wore a hat every day duririf their two- week summer 
vacation or stayed inside for theiottest hour of the day dur- 
ing the honest three months of die year. 
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Turn aftemov. 5? 


\yiTH LESS than two wee 
idential elections, Presiden 
headed towards a convinci 
/Republican Bob Dole, 
debates and a vigorous 
remains way ahead of Se 
Republicans believe that tl/gap in popularity Is not 
so big to be narrowed eveffurther towards the fin* 
ish line. But this sense of cpmism on the part of the 


left for the U.S. pres- 
ill Clinton appears 
ictory over his rival, 
o national television 
piign, the president 
Dole, even though the 


Dole camp seems to be 
dally since the U.S. e 
before and onemploym 
low. The Republican 
itself as offering panac 
ic woes, and since the 
doing this now, the Re 
little or no economic 
O" the foreign affj 
enjoys quite a bit of 
therr: are no m^jor 
bilateral political 
attacked. Likewise, 
really no new fact 
reelection chances 
social ills in the 


hope than reality espe- 
ray is more robust than 
is reaching an all-time 
has traditionally prided 
to the country's econom- 
is not so much scope for 
Ucan candidate is left with 
to play with, 
level. President Clinton 
unity from criticism since 
national, regional or even 
:e$ on which he may be 
the internal front, there are 
that stand to jeopardise his 
>r another four-year term. The 
itry in addition to the chronic 


law and order corfroversies have become national 
legacies for whic/ both the Republicans and the 
Democrats could le held responsible. When all fails. 
Senator Dole, of nurse, could and did get personal 
as he hit hard kcenliy on the president and his 
administration rer issues of ethics and character. 

But judging hf results of the most recent polls this 
“character asassination campaign." does not 
appear to havdworked much as it has failed till this 
late hour to yay potential . voters away from the 


president 
Barring 
tion seems 


reseen events, Mr. Clinton's reelec- 
lost assured. This projection would 
put the Americans as well as the rest of the world 
beyond the Nov. 5 date when the fate of the race 
will be sealei and the real work begins. 

On top of a reelected Clinton’s agenda will be the 
peace proces in the Middle East The president will 
most probafly face the question of whether he needs 
to put moe pressure on Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in order to get the process 
back on track and move it forward. President 
Clinton haj invested heavily in the peace effort so 
far and he Jean iil-afford to see his time and energy 
wasted. It pill have been one thing for him to toler- 
ate low key tactics vis-a-vis Israel during an eiectioo 
year and quite another to accept obstinacy and pro- 
crastination after Nov. 5. 

Two weeks are not a long time to wait in anticipa- 
tion of a new torn of events. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAEL'S SHAMEFUL treatment of the French presi- 
dent during his visit to Jerusalem can by no means dis- 
suade France from pursuing its current drive to achieve 
peace and stability in the Middle East, said Ahmad 
Misleh. a writer for A1 Ra’i. Through its behaviour and 
the siege it imposed on Mr. Chirac, preventing him 
from making contacts with the Arab people of 
Jerusalem, Israel has sent a message to the world that it 
does not only disregard the Arab and Palestinian peo- 
ple's rights but it is also determined to thwart the world 
community’s bid to help the region restore peace and 
security, said the writer. Israel has indeed underlined 
this message by adamantly sticking to its policy in the 
ongoing negotiations with the Palestinians which 
achieved nothing following weeks of futile meetings 
under the sponsorship of the United States, according 
to the writer. The siege which Israel has clamped on Mr. 
Chirac during his walk in the streets of the Old City of 
•rusaiem is a miniature of the siege it has been impos- 
■q on the Palestinians to stifle their struggle and their 
r i stance to occupation, he added. He said that Mr. 
Nnyahu seems to be determined to tell the world that 
will not be committed to the implementation of 
Agreements with the Arabs and is determined to 
ru * r U chances of peace. 

F^El’H PRESIDENT Jacques Chirac's visit to the 
Middle^ assumed great importance as its reasserted 
France status m Europe and its role in world affairs, 
accordii a writer for A! Ra'i. Tawfiq Abul Rub said 
that the ; s j t gave the president a chance to tel! the 
world £kac un 3 pe j s opposed to Israel’s aggression and 
continued ?cupation of Arab lands. While in Israel, 
Mr. Chirac dd that Israel forces must withdraw from 
the occupied^ajestinian lands and pave the way for the 
creation of a Palestinian state; and while in Syria, he . 
demanded drat Israel return the Golan Heights ro Syria 
and die southen Lebanese territories to their legitimate 
owners, noted tt e writer. He said the most emphatic 
statement was about Jerusalem which, the president 
stressed, must remain open to the various religions, 
with iLs Arab pan j^rurned to the Arab owners. Mr. 
Chirac, who hi inherited the principles of Charles de 
Gaulle, proved to be faithful to the great principles and 
ideas of a great country like France and manifested his 
country's credibility and determination to serve the 
cause of justice and peace, added the writer. Indeed, he 
said. Mr. Chirac’s tour served as one of the most promi- 
nent events in the region’s modem history. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fajttek 


Iraqi market sacrificed for nothing 


JORDAN'S NATIONAL exports to the Iraqi market rose 
in 1995 by 80 per cent, to reach JD 190.8 million ($272 
million; excluding reexport. Jordanian exports to Iraq in 
1996 were supposed to top JD 200 million ($285 million) 
or 20 per cent of all commodity exports. 

What is actually happening is that the value of Jordanian 
exports to Iraq during the first seven months of 1996 did 
not exceed JD 50.5 million ($72 million). If this trend con- 
tinues. the whole year’s exports to fraq will be in the order 
of JD 86.6 million ($123 million) or less than half of what 
it should be. a loss to Jordan of JD 1 1 3:4 million (.$162 
.million). The decrease in exports came about due to mea- 
sures taken by the Jordanian government. 

It is worth mentioning that Jordan's overall national 
exports during the fust seven months of 1996 reflected a 
growth rate of only 9.7 per cent, compared to 25 per cent 
in 1995. Had it not been for the reduction in our exports to 
Iraq, the growth rate of exports this year would have been 
in the order of 22 per cent. The reduction of Jordanian 
exports to Iraq reduced overall exports by 12.3 per cent 

Assuming that the value added to Jordan's national 
exports is 40 per cent on average, the reduction of exports 
to Iraq must have reduced the growth of the economy, 
measured by gross domestic product (GDP), by one per- 
centage point or one fifth of the expected growth rate. As 
a matter of fact, the forecast of growth in 1 996 has already 
been revised, down to 5.2 per ceut from the foreseen 6.5 pr 


cent 

.It is only fair to woodier about the return Jordan received 
’ for making this sacrifice. The obvious answer is: nothing. 
Kuwaiti markets remained closed in the face of Jordan. 
Israel continued to close its market under the pretext of 
security. It denied Jordan access to the Palestinian market 
which remained a captured market for Israeli products. 
Saudi Arabia managed to enter into a trade agreement with 
Jordan which allowed Saudi Arabia to export to Jordan 
150 per cent of Jordan’s exports to Saudi Arabia! The 
United States, which granted the Palestinian exports 
sweeping tax exemptions in the American market, did not 
extend the same favour to Jordan. 

When the U.S. foreign aid budget was finally approved, 
the economic aid allocated to Jordan was peanuts, no more 
than $10 milli on, another indication that America takes 
Jordan for granted, expects Jordan to observe its policies 
and bear the costs without any compensation. In other 
words, America does not respect the Jordanians. 

We are told that Jordanian industrialists and producers 
should look for otber markets, such as Europe and Far 
East. This is quite right, but penetrating a new market does 
not necessarily mean withdrawal from a traditional market 
in which we have the connections and the experience, built 
over 15 years; it is easy to. withdraw from the Iraqi market 
or any market, but it is extremely difficult to reenter in the 
future. Others like Turkey and Iran will fill the vacuum 


and replace us forever. 

It is also being argued that due to its exceptional circum- 
stances. Iraq used to buy Jordanian commodities with infe- 
rior specifications. The industries producing these inferior 
products are not worth survival. This may be true, but 
should we close our factories which produce tbe low stan- 
dard commodities before it is necessary to do so? Is the 
Jordanian government in the business of protecting the 
Iraqi consumer from tbe Jordanian producers? 

The irony is that we were patient for a long time, during 
which we allowed the Iraqi debt to our Central Bank to 
swell beyond our ability at tbe rriost difficult of times. 
Then suddenly we wake up, and cut our exports to Iraq 
when the Security Council passes the oil for food and med- 
icine formula, which enables Iraq to import against hard 
cash and especially when the Iraqi minister of trade con- 
firms, time and again, that Iraq will continue to give 
Jordan priority over other countries. 

Jordan's loss in tbe commodity sector is not much more 
than its loss in the services sector Aqaba port handling of 
Iraqi business dwindled to a bare minimum , and the trans- 
portation sector lost the lucrative business of Aqaba- 
13 agb dad route. 

Bfctfore making any far-reaching decision, tbe govern- 
ment has tbe duty to evaluate costs and benefits. In this 
case, tbe costs were evident, the benefits were elusive. 


Secession — ‘freedom, democracy and aspirations of the oppressed’ 


By Thomas H. Naylor 
and William H. WilHmOfi 

DURHAM, North Carolina 

— Few words invoke 
stronger negative feelings 
among. Americans than 
“secession." But in Eastern 
Europe, the former Soviet 
Union and Quebec, seces- 
sion is associated with free- 
dom, democracy and the 
aspirations of the oppressed 

— as was the case when the 
United States was founded 
in 1776. 

With the collapse of com- 
munism in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union, seces- 
sion fever has spread all 
over Europe. The former 
Soviet Union split into 15 
independent republics, 
many of which have their 
own internal secessionist 
groups striving for indepen- 
dence as well. 

Czechoslovakia peacefully 
divided itself into the Czech 
and Slovak republics. As a 
result of the dissolution of 
Yugoslavia. Slovenia. 
Croatia. Serbia and Bosnia 
are all independent notions 
as well. Throughout Europe 
there are dozens of other 
independence movements 
in Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Britain. Italy. Poland. 
Romania. Serbia and Spain. 
And in this hemisphere, the 


Quebecois seem more deter- 
mined than ever before to 
split with English-speaking 
Canada. 

What if secession fever 
were spread across the 
Atlantic or over the 
Canadian border into the 
United States, where some 
soy it originated in the first 
place? Would the U.S. gov- 
ernment's reaction be any 
different from Moscow’s 
heavy-handed response in 
Chechenya? 

Brilliant though tbe 
drafters of the < American 
Constitution may have 
been, they could not have 
envisioned the size and 
diversity of the United 
States today. The country is 
an unworkable meganation 
that defies central manage- 
ment .and control. The time 
has come to begin planning 
the rational downsizing of 
America. States such as 
Alaska. Hawaii, Oregon and 
Vermont should be allowed 
to secede. Big cities like 
New York and Los Angeles 
should have the right to 
break up or beconje inde- 
pendent city-states. 

Pushed to the limits, 
states' rights lead not to 
devolution 'but to secession. 
If a state truly wants to be 
independent of Washington, 
then it should be free to 


leave the Union — an act 
clearly not prohibited by tbe 
constitution. Few political 
conservatives seem to 
realise that by weakening 
the control the federal gov- 
ernment has over the states, 
forces will be set loose that 
not only encourage compe- 
tition among states but will 
lead to renewed interest in 
secession. 

In many ways, Vermont 
might be an ideal state to 
test the limits of how far the 
United 'States government 
would be prepared to go to 
preserve the . .Union. 
Vermont is tiny, non-threat- 
ening and lacks any 
resources of strategic 
importance to the rest of the 
United States. 

There is not a single mili- 
tary base in Vermont. Some 
have suggested that 
Vermont should join forces 
with New Hampshire and 
Maine and possibly the 
Maritime provinces of 
Canada as well, making a 
nation with roughly the pop- 
ulation of Denmark. 

Connecticut, 

Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island also might form a 
small nation. If states were 
allowed to leave the Union, 
upstate New York City no 
doubt would split, because 
they have little or nothing in 


common. 

One could envision a Mid- 
Atlantic alliance consisting 
of southern Virginia. North 
Carolina and South 
Carolina. Northern Virginia, 
the District of Columbia and 
Maryland might unite. 

Miami and South Florida 
would probably become a 
Hispanic nation just as 
would parts of south Texas 
and Los Angeles County. 

California most likely 
would split into at least 
three independent nations. 
Surely independent-minded 
Texas would go it alone. 

Illinois, Indiana, Michigan 
and Ohio might become the 
Rust Beit Nation. 
Pennsylvania might be 
invited to join them, if it did 
not opt to travel alone. 

The handful of predomi- 
nantly African-American 
counties ■ in northwest 
Mississippi known , as the 
Mississippi Delta probably 
would become the first 
black nation in America. 
Parts of Alabama. Georgia 
and northern Florida might 
be candidates for the same. 
South Louisiana might be 
reconstituted as Acadia 
South. 

Few ethnic groups in the 
United States would have a 
stronger claim for indepen- 
dence than Native 


Americans. In principle, 
there is no reason that there 
could not be several inde- 
pendent Indian nations. In 
practice, the existing Indian 
reservations are sparsely 
populated, poor, dependent 
on tbe government and dis- 
persed throughout the 
United States. However, 
Indian nations might be sus- 
tainable in Arizona, 
California and Oklahoma, 
each of which has more chan 
200.000 Indians living 
mostly on reservations. 
There are fewer than 2 mil- 
lion Indians left in the 
United States. 

Washington and Oregon 
might link up with British 
Columbia and possibly 
Alaska However, both 
Alaska and Hawaii would 
encounter tough resistance 
from the Pentagon, if they 
try to- secede, because of 
their strategic ■ military 
importance. There could be 
a Rocky Mountain Nation 
and possibly a Great Plains 
Republic as well. 

When one begins to spec- 
ulate about alternative sub- 
divisions of states and 
alliances among states, one 
realises that most of our 
states have far less in com- 
mon than our politicians 
often pretend. 

If Palestine could be 


divided into a Jewish state 
and an Arab state, why can't 
independent African- 
American, Hispanic and 
Native American states be 
carved out of the United 
States? The fighting 
between tbe Arabs and the 
Israelis would have ended 
years ago if we had cut off 
all U.S. military and finan- 
cial aid to both sides. 

Thanks largely to 
Abraham Lincoln, secession 
bas been viewed a political 
pariah by most Americans 
since tbe civil war. But sup- 
pose the notion that, “just as 
a nation or a state has' right 
to form, so too does it have 
a right to disband, subdivide 
itself or secede from a larg- 
er unit,” were suddenly to 
become politically correct? 
.What if secession fever 
were to become as virulent 
as Reaganism or 
Thatcherism? Then what 
would we do? 

Thontos Naylor is professor 
emeritus of economics and 
William Willimon is dean of 
the chapel at Duke 
University. The above arti- 
cle is repritued from The 
■ Sun (Baltimore). 


What if the nations of Europe aren’t prepared to melt away? 


By William Pfaff 

LONDON — What if the 
British are right about 
Europe? A majority of the 
British say they are in 
favour of “Europe” but 
hostile to what the news- 
papers call “a European 
superstate” By that they 
mean the kind of closely 
integrated Europe that the 
rest of Europe seems to be 
moving towards. 

That Maastricht treaty 
promises not only a single 
currency — meaning a 
European central bank and 
very considerable fiscal 
and budget coordination, 
with major effect on 
national economic policies 
and priorities — but also a 
single European security 
an<T foreign policy. 

Today it seems almost 
certain* that a single cur- 
rency will exist by 1999. 
replacing national curren- 
cies in Germany, France 
and a half-dozen smaller 
states. Its implications, 
demands and conse- 

quences remain unclear. 
There is in this an element 
of what the French call the 
fuite en avant — “We’ll do 
it and afterward see what 
we’ve actually done.* 5 It is 
a method that works, but 
the dangers are obvious. 

Popular support for 

European Union, mean- 
while, is declining in a 
number of the member 
countries, notable Austria. 
Anti-European sentiment 
has grown in Germany and 
France, even though the 
two governments remain 
firmly committed to the 
Maastricht goals. 

A pan-European poll 
published in Brussels has 
indicated that while 94 per 
cent of Europe’s so-called 
decision-makers are firm- 
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ly committed to the 
European Union, only 48 
per cent of the public feels 
the same way. On the sin- 
gle currency. 85 per cent 
of decision makers are for 
it but only 54 per cent of 
the public, while 37 per 
cent of the public is hos- 
tile. 

Even among the pro- 
European elites there has 
been a faltering of drive 
and purpose. The 
Intergovernmental 
Conference which is 
attempting to recapitulate 
and refine the Maastricht 
project seems to be drift- 
ing. The great issues are 
endlessly debated. in the 
press and at pan- European 
conferences and seminars, 
but the debates never get 
down to solutions of 'the 
fundamental conflicts. 


Can the Union really be 
“deepened” — that is. 
made increasingly com- 
plex and centralised — at 
the same time that it tries 
to incorporate a big group 
of new members from 
Central and Eastern 
Europe? Can it really have 
a common foreign policy 
on anything .other than the 
pieties everyone agrees on 
anyway? 

After the Jerusalem tun- 
nel crisis in September, the 
French government tried 
to convince the Union that 
Europe should be repre- 
sented at the negotiations 
meant to restore tbe peace 
process. The best they 
could get was agreement 
for a quick trip to Israel by 
the Irish foreign minister 
representing the Union, 
where he was given the 


cold shoulder by both 
Israelis and Americans. 
Yet the European Union 
puts up most of the money 
for the peace process. 

Sovereignty is the key 
question in all of this. Do 
the sovereign European 
governments really intend 
to cede it? This is the issue 
that the British have 
recognised. They are 
reacting to the others' fail- 
ure to make their inten- 
tions clear. The others do 
not do so because the issue 
is too sensitive, and 
because they do not really 
know what they want. 

“Europe" exists today 
because the principal 
Continental West 

European survivors of the 
world wars resolved to 
yield their sovereign right 
to make war on one anoth- 


er. To accomplish this they 
put their war resources 
under a common authority. 
This was a political act 
which succeeded because 
it was founded on a moral 
resolution of great histori- 
cal importance. 

But this success was 
responsible for certain 
illusions about further sur- 
renders of sovereignty in 
the cause of European 
integration. . 

A facile and mistaken 
analogy was drawn with 
the union of the Ameri can 
colonies in the 18th centu- 
ry. That was a union 
among people who had 
never considered them- 
selves divided. 

A federative ambition 
which neglects tbe nation- 
al imperative, the rooted- 
ness, the sovereign feeling 


of the European peoples, 
is doomed to crisis, and 
this is what Europe experi- 
ences today. The sover- 
eignty issue has been 
pushed aside by those 
committed to federation, 
in the apparent hope that 
by ignoring it they can 
override it. 

Surely there can be no 
Europe for the new millen- 
nium which affronts 
national identities. This is 
perhaps more evident to an 
outsider than to Europeans 
themselves, at ease with 
their overall cultural iden- 
tity as members of 
European civilisation. But 
membership in a common 
civilisation does not over- 
ride the force of national S' 
sovereignty and national 
identity. 

Europe’s challenge is to 
carry the reconciliation 
which began with creation 
of the Coal and Steel 
Community in 1951 on to 
something much more 
complex where there can 
be a distribution of indi- 
vidual national roles in 
conscious acknowledge- 
ment of a common 
European responsibility. 

The “federal” model is 
inadequate. That is what 
European public opinion 
Is saying. 

There has to be a reartic- 
ulation of what Europe 
means, and of how sover- 
eignty and national identi- 
ty can be accommodated, 
or redefined. Until that is 
done, the European enter- 
prise risks decline, rathe r 
than progress. In view of 4 $ 
all that has been accom- 
plished since 1951. it 
would be a great tragedy. 


International Herald Tribune 
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By Neil Winton 
Reuter 

LONDON — Two airline 
pilots are peering. compla- 
cently out of the cockpit on 
yet another uneventful flight 
through the clouds. 

One pilot spots an animal 
and says calmly: “I didn’t 
know mountain goats lived 
in clouds”. 

Frank Gens, senior vice- 
president of International 
Data Corp (IDO, uses this 
scenario in a speech to illus- 
trate that unexpected disas- 
ters can suddenly loom up 
and destroy companies in 
the fast moving’ world of 
information technology. 

And. according to Mr. 
Gens, there are shocks in 
store for anyone who feels 
that recent upheavals mean 
they can now relax and 
familiarise themselves with 
the new ways at their 
leisure. 


Mass market for computers promises titmoiT 


Apparently, you ain’t seen 
nothing yet 

“The Internet is triggering 
revolution, not evolution in 
the it marketplace,” Mr. 
Gens told a conference in 
Paris sponsored by IDC, the 
U.S. information technolo- 
gy consultancy and publish- 
er. 

And new technologies will 
be triggered by consumers 
in the coming mass market 
for devices that will pave 
the way ro the information 
society. 

"The business it market 
will be transformed by the 
massive scale of the con- 
sumer market," Mr. Gens 
said. 

IDC says that so far com- 
puters have succeeded in 
two stages. 

In the 1970s. company 
back-offices were automat- 
ed, mainly with mainframe 
computers. The second 
phase, from the 80s until 


now, saw the computerisa- 
tion of front-offices, with 
point-of-sale equipment and 
mobile lap-top personal 
computers. 

In the third phase, com- 
puting devices will enter 
every home leading to an 
explosion of high street buy- 
ing. The information society 
will have arrived. 

According to IDC, by 
2000 there will be 160 mil- 
lion people surfing the Inter- 
net. the worldwide network 
of computers linked across 
telephone lines. In 1996 
there are about 35 million 
Internet users, more than 
double the previous 
year's 16 million. 

By the end of the century, 
computers will have ceased 
to be opaque, unreliable and 
expensive. Like the tele- 
phone, they will be turned 
off and on instinctively. 
Households will use enor- 
mous computing power 


without realising it. 

T think it (the computer) 
is going ro be a typical 
household appliance. All' 
over the house things will be 
connected. It will make peo- 
ple’s home lives much more 
efficient and easy,” said 
computing guru Esther 
Dyson. 

Ms. Dyson was speaking 
by Telephone while on a trip 
to Prague. 

“You will use e (electron- 
ic) mail to do business and 
for your personal life. You 
will find out what's on sale 
at HaiTods. what's for lunch 
at the local restaurant. It 
doesn't seem revolutionary, 
it may seem trivial, but it 
adds up to what people con- 
trol" said Ms. Dyson, who 
publishes the U.S.-based 
“Esther Dyson’s monthly 
report”. 

This belief that the mass 
market is dawning has set 
up a desperate race among 


the world's high technology 
companies. 

They want to be the win- 
ners in the struggle to pro- 
vide cheap and easy-to-use 
gadgets. Some see a chance 
to knock over current win- 
ners in the personal comput- 
er world, like Microsoft, the 
aggressive U.S.-based soft- 
ware giant. ’ 

'Not all industry experts 
are convinced that ordinary 
. consumers will be beating a 
path to the computer store. 

“People who work with 
computers, they've taken 
them into their home lives. 
But those not exposed to the 
technology, even if they’ve 
got the money are not likely 
to want to get involved," 
said Graham Taylor, senior 
vice-president at High Tech- 
nology Consultancy Inteco. 

But people could find 
themselves surfing the Net 
without realising. Televi- 
sions will effectively 


become personal computers 
by linking them to set-top 
boxes, or incorporating 
microprocessors into their 
design. 

"Tor example, a mobile 
phone with a little processor 
inside would let you auto- 
matically dial up die crifket 
scores, share prices, your 
bank balance. Data would 
be coming from a Web site, 
but you wouldn’t know 
this,” said Mr. Taylor. 

The struggle to find the 
fast lane to the information 
superhighway is widening 
ro include television, tele- 
phone, as well as informa- 
tion technology companies. ■ 

Satellite television’s 
BSKYB, 40 per oent owned 
by Rupert Murdoch’s News 
Corp, has said it will offer 
Internet connections when it 
starts a digital television ser- 
vice next year. 

But currently the inside 
track is held by the so-called • 


network compul 

Proselytiscr-intf for 
the network com t is ser- 
ial Microsoft b® Lany 
Ellison, chainnaxflri chief 
executive officer! data- 
base leader uracBrf the 
U.S. I 

Oracle’s net worktop ut- 
eris a stripped do wtsion 
of the personal c 4uter. 
Costing about S50Bo m - 
pared with upwal 0 f 
$2,000 for a PC. Art- 
work computer dials Pro- 
cessing power eveiy % it 
is used. I 

Mr. Ellison has saiAat 
the PC is ridiculously *r- 
powered and over piw. 
Why pay for power M 
storage space you are 
going to use. when you ! 
dial up just the requil 
brawn and brain power 9 
each use? 1 

Oracle is only just begil 
ning to sell these device! 
initially aimed at businesse 


which are more likely to 
have the required high-qual- 
ity telephone lines. 

Microsoft has made wrong 
turns before and come 
storming back to mangle the 
competition. 

“(Microsoft chairman) Mr 
(Bill) Gates is not going to 
lie still and let the network 
computer happen. They will 
be major players in all this.” 
said Inteco's Taylor. 

But all these derices, 
however clever, and even if 
given away, will not . suc- 
ceed unless the services 
offered are exciting. 

“Content will be a big dri- 
ver in all of these services. If 
there's stuff people want 
they will seek it oul But if it 
is just a mish-mash without 
any particular context, that 
will limit the appeal to the 
mass market," said David 
Tee, senior industry analyst 
at Consultants Sri 
International. 


British police use night vision to catch ctvoks 


By Merissa Marr 
Reuter 

London — British 
police hope to give them- 
selves an edge in their 
Edit against crime in the 
21st century by adopting 
military equipment that 
will let them see in the 
dark. 

At the centre of the rev- 
olution are futuristic- 
looking night-vision 
goggles fNVGs) which 
can be used by helicopter 
pilots to pinpoint the 
scene of a crime at night 
and locate offenders hid- 
ing in places that police 
on the ground cannot 
detect 

The 15,000-pound 


($23,620) goggles are 
being tested in the south 
of England with a view 
to equipping police 
forces throughout the 
country. 

'The goggles have 
drastically improved our 
effectiveness, said Paul 
Hannant of Devon and 
Cornwall Police, who 
initiated the trials after 
spending many years as 
an army helicopter pilot 

“We used our experi- 
ences in the military and 
then adapted them for 
civil use, he told a Lon- 
don conference on night 
vision. 

The goggles, fixed to 
the pilot’s helmet oper- 
ate • by amplifying the 


small amount of light 
present in a night scene 
either from stars, the 
moon or ambient light- 
ing, and have been used 
extensively by British 
Air Force pilots in 
action. 

They can be used 
together with infra-red 
methods which work by 
detecting body heat. 
Infra-red methods are 
limiting in that images 
can be viewed only 
through a monitor on the 
instrument panel as 
opposed to constantly as 
with the goggles. 

“The advantage of 
NVG is that you can see 
just as much as in day- 
light at night," said Cap- 


tain Peter Ashby, the pro- 
ject pilot for the trials 
and who has had exten- 
sive military experience 
in usingnvgs in the Falk- 
lands. Beirut, the Gulf 
war and Oman. 

Police who have used 
the goggles say they save 
time spent in getting to 
an incident, improve 
safety and the ability to 
search areas and are cost 
effective. 

In one incident a police 
officer had been stabbed 
in the middle of a moor 
at night, CapL Ashby 
said. A helicopter pilot 
wearing night-vision 
goggles was able to 
speed to the incident 
scan the area for the 


criminal and direct 
ground police safely to 
the scene. 

Britain is one of a small 
number of countries to 
test night-vision goggles 
for civilian use. 

In the United States, 
some states have tested 
the goggles both in air- 
borne missions and in 
incidents by ground offi- 
cers including anti-drug 


States.) to be using the 
goggles in the next five 
years,” said Colonel 
william Joe Barnes, 
from Tucson, Arizona, 
who trains U.S. Police 
helicopter pilots to use 


night- vision equipment 

In Arizona, local police 
trained to use night 
vision ’ have become 
hooked. 

“Officers have said to 
me that they wouldn’t be 
able to do their jobs 
without them now,’’ said 
one U.S. Air Force offi- 
cial. 

In one case, be said, a 
policewoman went to a 
burglary with her dog. 
After a gun-battle, the 
burglars snot the dog and 
hid in a bush. A neli- 
copter pilot equipped 
with night vision was 
able to direct back-up 
police to the scene ana 
tell the policewoman 
where the robbers were. 


The goggles have met 
opposition from the U.S. 
air regulatory agency the 
Federal Aviation Admin- 
istration (FAA) which 
has attempted to block 
their use other than by 
the military, saying they 
are too dangerous 
because they can encour- 
age pilots to .take unnec- 
essary risks. 

Those who have tried 
the goggles believe they 
improve safety * ana 
should be available to a 
wider variety of users. 

“Law enforcement 
agencies, firefighters, 
rescue operations all 
could do abetter job with 
goggles than without," 
said U.S. Air Force Lt- 


S bur Negrette, 
mento, Cali- 
; technology 
:ry good,’’ 
nces in gog- 
ed at the con- 
n London 
t vision has 
substantially 
arly days and 
lent is now 
more afford- 

ette suggest- 
>uld also be 
nvironmental 
ion control, 
an oil spill is 
r job and 
? stopped just 
dark.” 


Hebron talks get ahead despite recriminations Talabani links peace with return of revenues 


(Continued from page 1) 

violence. “The Palestinian 
Authority must choose 
between the path of vio- 
lence, escalation, incite- 
ment and calling for jihad 
(holy war), and the path of 
negotiations, dialogue and 
peace,” a cabinet statement 
quoted Mr. Netanyahu as 
saying. 

The PNA cabinet met 
later Friday to discuss the 
Hebron negotiations. In a 
session that lasted until 
early Saturday, the minis- 
ters accused Mr. Netanyahu 
of trying to reopen agree- 
ments that already been 
signed. 

Israel’s previous govern- 
ment had reached agree- 
ment with the Palestinians 
on a Hebron redeployment 
under which Israeli soldiers 
would leave 80 per cent of 
the city of 120,000 Pales- 


tinians and 450 Jewish set- 
tlers. Mr. Netanyahu has 
said he wanted better secu- 
rity arrangements for the 
settlers before he ordered 
the pullback. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
said Saturday it would stick 
to the signed agreements. 
"We refuse to change it in 
any way. We refuse to 
change even a comma," 
said a cabinet statement. 

The cabinet set Israel was 
to blame for lack of 
progress because it tried to 
renegotiate the agreements. 
"The Palestinian leader- 
ship condemns the Israeli 
policy of blaming the 
Palestinians for lack of 
progress." the statement 
said. 

A poll published Friday in 
the Yediot Ahronot daily 
suggested that 57 per cent 
of Israelis believe that an 
Israeli troop pullback in 


Hebron will result in blood- 
shed between the two sides. 

The Hebron settlers are 
among the most militant in 
the West Bank, and Hebron 
is a stronghold of Islamic 
fundamentalists. Both sides 
reportedly are hoarding 
weapons. 

Zvi Katzover, “mayor” of 
the Kiryat Arba settlement 
adjacent to Hebron, said his 
settlement had already 
recruited a force of men 
who serve in combat units 
in the array and will be 
ready to respond in case of 
shooting from the Palestin- 
ian side. 

"There are plans and they 
have positions,” Mr. Kat- 
zover told Israel television. 
"They will return fire to 
the sources of fire.” 

Nabil Abu Rudaina, a 
senior adviser to Mr. 
Arafat, rejected Israeli gov- 
ernment charges that the 


Palestinian National Coun- 
cil (PNC) had not amended 
its charter to withdraw 
phrases denying Israel's 
right to exist. 

He said the entire charter 
had been cancelled in a 
PNC vote on April 24. 

An Israeli government 
statement issued Friday, cit- 
ing 10 alleged Palestinian 
violations of autonomy 
accords, said the April 24 
vote ordered a commission 
to draw up a new charter 
within six months. 

The statement said no 
new charter had appeared, 
leaving the old charter still 
in force. 

Mr. Abu Rudaina rejected 
all the charges, and repeat- 
ed Palestinian allegations 
that Israel is responsible for 
34 violations of the 
accords. 


Government schools to teach Christianity as a religion 


(Continued from page 1) 
union. 

Following the meeting 
Dr. Masri said in a state- 


ment to Jordan Television 
that the teaching of Chris- 


Christian community in 
Jordan have decided to 


tianity as a religion will be endorse the curricula 
introduced in government taught in Syrian govem- 
schools addins that the meat schools to be fol- 


lowed in Jordan. . 

Only Christian private 
schools have been teaching 
their Christian students 
Christianity as a religion. 


Israel says Golan oil drilling project is cancelled 


(Continued from page I) 

two months ago. 

Haaretz said the Israeli 
government's deputy legal 
adviser Menni Mazuz 
also approved the oil pro- 
ject on the grounds that 
the Golan was pan of 
Israeli territory since its 
“annexation.” 

The National Oil Com- 


pany has invested $1 mil- 
lion in preliminary sur- 
veys and hopes to extract 
a total of two million bar- 
rels of oil worth $24 mil- 
lion, said Haaretz. 

Syria is demanding the 
return of the Golan under 
any peace deal with the 
Jewish state, while Mr. 
Netanyahu has insisted 
Israel will never give up 
the plateau. 


He has repeatedly called 
on Syria to restart without 
any preconditions peace 
talks that have been on ice 
since February after a 
series of Palestinian sui- 
cide bombings that killed 
58 people in Israel. 

French President 

Jacques Chirac expressed 
apparent disapproval of 
the Israeli decision to 
approve oil drilling on the 


Golan. 

Asked, about the report 
at a news conference in 
Beirut on Friday, on the 
fifth leg of his Middle 
East tour, Mr. Chirac said: 

"1 don’t think it was 
particularly well chosen to 
take this initiative but per- 
haps Mr. Netanyahu has 
reasons to think other- 


Dostum sends his warplanes into, action against Taleban 


(Continued from page 1) 

plains were largely calm on 
Saturday and said there 
were few people in local 
villages left to disarm. 

Masood fighters in 
Bagram, a few kilometres 
north of the frontline, said 
two Dostum planes had 
bombed Taleban forces 
defending the Fabz Pass on 
the easternmost road run- 
ning north from Kabul. 


The Taleban offensive in 
the remote northwest 
appeared to reflect growing 
confidence they could han- 
dle two foes at once. 

A mullah at Kabul’s main 
mosque berated Gen. Dos- 
tum as "a former commu- 
nist and a criminal” on Fri- 
day. a day after the Taleban 
administration said it had 
evidence Gen. Dostum 
forces were fighting along- 
side those of Mr. Masood 


on its northern front 

Until now the Taleban 
have been anxious to avoid 
Gen. Dostum entering the 
conflict and have taken 
pains to emphasise they 
have no quarrel, with him 
despite his communist past 
and the more liberal climate 
of provinces under his con- 
trol. 

The attack, which began 
on Thursday, appeared to 
dash hopes of a ceasefire in 


Afghanistan's civil war. 
The conflict has _ also 
alarmed its neighbours and 
other regional powers. 

Iran has said it will host a 
regional conference on the 
issue on Tuesday, gathering 
Russia, India, Pakistan, 
China, .Saudi Arabia and 
Central Asian states. The 
European Union and the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference are also invited. 


(Continued from page 1) 

He expressed readiness to 
implementi an agreement 
the two groups reached in 
September 1995 in Droghe- 
da, Ireland, which stipu- 
lates withdrawing all arms 
from Erbil. 

Iraq meanwhile, warned 
Iran to stop interfering in 
the Kurdish conflict and 
hinted that Baghdad may 
provide .support to rebel 
Iranian Kurdish groups. 

The government daily AJ 
Jumhouriya, in a direct 
address to Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Has be mi 
Rafsanjani. said: ‘You have 
helped Talabani prevent 


Mr. Barzani from bringing 
security and stability to the 
north of Iraq. 

“In future, Iraq will not be 
able to stop Iraqi Kurds 
giving support to Iranian 
Kurds if the latter are intent 
on waging a revolution ■ 
against” Tehran, added the 
paper. 

Some 1,200 Kurdish 
refugees fleeing inter-Kur- 
dish fighting in northern 
Iraq are waiting to cross the 
border into Iran, joining 
tens of thousands already 
seeking refuge there, the 
Iranian news agency IRNA 
said. 

It quoted the head of the 
Red Crescent Society in 


Sardasht, northwestern 
Iran, as saying the refugees 
were gathering at three bor- 
der areas and blankets, 
clothing and food had been 
distributed over the past 
two days. 

“The recent ceasefire 
between foe Baghdad- 
backed Kurdistan Democ- 
ratic Party and foe Patriot- 
ic Union of Kurdistan in 
northern Iraq has provided 
an opportunity for those 
who want to escape the 
fighting to flee foe region,’’ 
IRNA said, based on com- 
ments by foe Red Cres- 
cent’s Qasem Hassan- 
Nejad. 

Weston relief groups said 


on Monda 15,000 new 
refugees ha arrived in Iran 
since OcL 8 and that little 
food or wat r was available 
to foe refr ;ees, living in 
cold mount; n camps. 

There weit no recent fig- 
ures on Kupdish refugees 
sheltering is Iran, which 
last month put their number 
at 65,000. ' 

Iran is home to two mil- 
lion refugees, 1.4 million 
from Afghanistan and 
600,000 from Iraq., making 
it the world’s most impor- 
tant host country, according 
to foe United Nations High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees. 


Serbs want to ban Muslim Croat parties from election 


(Continued from page 12) 

a $100 million arms ship- 
ment for the federation left 
foe port of Ploce in neigh- 
bouring Croatia on Saturday 
without unloading its cargo. 

Witnesses said the ship 
had beaded out to sea. and 
foe U.S. embassy in Saraje- 
vo confirmed foe vessel had 
left port. 

“The ship has moved 
away from foe pier out into 
foe bay just for safety rea- 
sons,” on embassy 
spokesman told Reuters. 
“It!s holding out there.” 

U.S. officials have said foe 
vessel will not unload its 
cargo until the Bosnian gov- 
ernment in Sarajevo fires 
Mr. Cengic because of his 
reported close ties with Iran. 

Yet the mainly-Muslim 
government remained mute 
on the subject on Saturday. 


State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said earlier that agreement 
had not been reached for foe 
transfer of TJ.S. military 
equipment including 45 
tanks, helicopters and auto- 
matic weapons to the Bosn- 
ian government. 

“I can say that we’re con- 
cerned about some staffing 
issues at foe Ministry of 
Defence, some personnel, 
some people wbo are in cur- 
rent positions. We’re con- 
cerned about them. 

“And we’re confident that 
the steps that need to be 
taken to allow this equip- 
ment to go forward are 
going to be taken by foe 
government in Sarajevo — 
very confident about that” 

Embassy officials 
declined to say what other 
issues might be involved 
apart from Mri Cengic’s 


removal. 

A senior administration 
official has said Washington 
was also concerned about 
Sarajevo’s strained relations 
with its Croat partners in foe 
shaky federation. ' 

Mr. Cengic himself said in 
Sarajevo on October 8 that 
foe United Stales was press- 
ing for his removal follow- 
ing a Washington Post 
report that be was trying to 
undermine the U.S. Crain 
and equip programme to suit 
Tehran. 

The United States, which 
has some 15,000 troops in 
Bosnia as pair of foe NATO- 
led peace Implementation 
Force, has warned Bosnia to 
cut ties with Iran or risk los- 
ing U.S. support. 

The Muslim-led Bosnian 
army was outgunned by 
Serb forces dining a 43- 
month war in foe Balkan 


republic and had to rely on 
Islamic countries such as 
Iran for arms shipments, 
which violated an 
international arms embargo 
on former Yugoslavia. 

The train and equip pro-, 
gramme was devised in 
Dayton. Ohio last Novemr 
ber as part of the successful 
Bosnia peace talks to ensure 
a post-war parity of forces i n 
foe region and help foe fed- 
eration army counter any 
future threat from its Seri? 
foes. 

The U.S. equipment 
includes 45 M-60 battle 
tanks, 80 M-ll armoured 
personnel carriers, 15 UH- 
1H helicopters, 840 light 
anti-tank weapon.% 45,000 
M-16 rifles and ammuni- 
tion. The programme also 
includes instruction for fed- 
eration army troops- 


Pakistan expels Indian embassy employee 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pak- 
istan ordered the expulsion of 
an employee at the Indian 
embassy Saturday, alleging 
involvement in “espionage 
activities," the official Associ- 
ated Press of Pakistan (APP) 
said. 

A JC Wahi, a non-diplomatic 
staffer, was caught by the 
Islamabad police while pur- 
chasing information of a “sen- 
sitive nature” from his local 
contact earlier in the day, the 
news agency reported- 

“The Indian spy confessed 


that he bad been enticing his 
local contact with offers of 
lucrative monetary rewards in 
exchange for sensitive infor- 
mation,” APP said. 

Mr. Wahi told police he was 
working as an “agent handler 
under the cover of the Indian 
embassy" for the Indian secret 
service, APP said. 

He was released after declar- 
ing his identity and handed 
over to a representative of the 
Indian high commission 
(embassy), the report said. 

“The Indian agent has been 


asked to leave Pakistan within 
seven days for indulging in 
activities incompatible with 
bis official status,” the agency 
said. 

The action follows a “strong 
protest" lodged by the Pak- 
istani high commission in 
New Delhi Saturday against 
the overnight abduction and 
anesi of an official at that 
embassy by the Indian secret 
service. 

hi a statement the Pakistan 
high commission said the non- 
diploraatic staff member was 


dragged into a car late Friday . 
by Indian secret service men 
in New Delhi and detained in a 
police siatiop for the night for 
unspedfiedjeasons. 

The un^ned official was 
abused, bfaten and forced to 
make a Statement which, was 
video-tajped, the high commis- 
sion ’s'Statement said adding 
that the man was handed over 
to the mission on Saturday. . 
After the police seized his 
money, wrist-watch and scoot- 
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Jadan has become an alternative to Europe and the U.S. 
for Apbs in the Middle East seeking advanced medical treatment 

potential seen for Jordan’s tourism sector 


FoHowing is the fourth 
and last part of the arti- 
cle which highlighted 
the achievements and 
shed light on the chal- 
tenges that face Jor- 
dan on the economic 
tront. The article was 
summarised from a 
World Bank booklet 
and presented 

By Samir Gbavri 

AMMAN — Tourism 
accounted for approximate- 
ly 10 per cent of Jordan's 
gross domestic product in 
1994 and 1995 and. if prop- 
erly managed, an expanded 
tourism industry can create 
thousands of new jobs while 
attracting hundreds of mil- 
lions in investment dollars 
and annual income the 
World Bank says. 

Noting that the govern- 
ment has begun work on a 
series of projects aimed at 
providing infrastructure and. 
tourism management toi 
support private investment 
in hotels. restaurant 
resorts and recreation: 
facilities, the bank sai 
these steps expanding tl 
capacity at Jordan's "mjt 
popular tourist areas 
providing travellers withf- 
star comforts available jko 
them elsewhere in me 
Mediterranean. 

The bank's txaminl i«i 
of the tourism sector reW as 
follows: 

In order to held die 
tourism industry achifrc its 
full potential, the govern- 
ment is accelerating me pri- 
vatisation process J attract 
the investment nec^xary to 
upgrade facilities and 
accommodations. / wh i le it 
improves roads Jnd high- 


ways ati addresses envi- 
ronment issues. 

Jorda | most popular 
tourist iites — Petra. 
Aqabalnd the Dead Sea — 
posseJnuriie ecosystems, 
and jz government is 
mind| that growth and 
devejfrrurni u-ithin rite 
touri Mi industry need to be 
rat'd by sound envi- 
fnul management and 

ng 

ielp meet these needs, 
'orid Bank is working 
the government to 
lop a tourism project 
will support the growth 
■ompetitive, sustainable, 
environmentally sound 
irism. 

he tourism development 
eject will have three basic 
fomponents: ( 1 ) assisting in 
ie formulation of policies 
id regulations that will 
’increase the role of the pri- 
vate sector within the indus- 
try: (2) implementing a pri- 
ority action plan for Petra. 
Wadi Rum. Aqaba and the 
Dead Sea that includes 
infrastructure investments 
and environmental protec- 
tion measures: and f3 j pro- 
viding resources to encour- 
age private, investment and 
development in the Dead 
Sea tourist area. 

The recent peace accord 
with Israel enhances the 
potential for tourism as 
international travellers to 
tourist sites in Israel and 
Egypt will be much more 
likely to take advantage of 
Jordan's easy accessibility'. 

In the years ahead, the 
prognosis for rapid growth 
within the tourism industry 
is strong, and the World 
Bank is pleased to be able to 
contribute to the sound 
development of this rich 


heritage. 

In addition to the tourism 
field, the World Bank high- 
lighted the health sector and 
pointed out that a skilled 
medical community cou- 
pled with low surgical and 
hospital • costs and 
cultural/linguistic affinities 
have made Jordan an attrac- 
tive alternative to Europe 
and the United States for 
Arabs in the Middle East 
seeking advanced medical 
treatment. 

Jordanian surgeons work- 
ing in state-of-the-art facili- 
ties like the $30 milli on, 
150-bed Arab Heart and 
Special Centre funded by a 
group of Arab investors per- 
form organ transplants, 
plastic surgery, and other 
operations requiring the 
highest level of skill. 

Non-Jordanian Arabs 
spend tens of millions of 
dollars annually for Jordan- 
ian medical services and 
costs associated with their 
visits. 

Demand for these services 
has attracted millions of 
dollars of investment in new 
medical facilities annually. 
Jordan's reputation for qual- 
ity and low cost for a wide 
range of medical procedures 
is growing. 

In 1993. over 60.000 
Yemenis alone came to Jor- 
dan for medical treatment, 
and thousands of other 
patients come from Iraq, 
Egypt Syria, the West Bank 
and Gaea. Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Cost comparisons are dif- 
ficult but a typical proce- 
dure that costs as much at 
$14,000 in the United 
States. averages only 
$1,000 in Jordan. 

The chief risk now is 


over-investment: a careful 
projection of future foreign 
demand has not been done, 
and with about a dozen new 
public or private hospitals 
under construction or 
recently completed, there is 
potential for serious under 
utilisation of costly facili- 
ties. 

The World Bank is pro- 
viding technical assistance 
to the government to help it 
establish a system to match 
overall public and private 
investment to the effective 
demand for physical facili- 
ties. 

The bank said that despite 
health care ranking among 
the best in the Middle East, 
the continued viability of 
the health care system in 
Jordan is threatened by the 
increasing demands being 
placed upon it and by per- 
sistent deficits within the 
sector. A high 7.5 per cent of 
Jordan GDP is devoted to 
health services. 

To help die Ministry of 
Health address problems 
that have caused persistent 
inefficiencies within the 
system, die World Bank 
provided it with a $20 mil- 
lion loan in 1993. This loan 
brought total World Bank 
assistance in the health care 
sector to $55 million. 

World Bank funds will 
also be used to support a 
Ministry of Health project 
that seeks to improve Jor- 
dan's health care system 
through better organisation 
and management greater 
reliance on pre-hospital ser- 
vices, increased training of 
medical personnel, and the 
construction of additional 
hospital emergency rooms. 

In addition, a programme 
is being designed to imple- 


ment measures for higher 
levels of cost recovery that 
include mpre effective col- 
lection mechanisms. 

As a result of this pro- 
gramme, it is expected that 
the Ministry of Health will 
be able to contain the rising 
costs that threaten the sys- 
tem, while medical person- 
nel will be able to provide 
better quality care that 
ensure continued access for 
the financially disadvan- 
taged. 

By addressing health care 
delivery problems before 
they reach crisis propor- 


tions, Jordan and the World 
Bank are working together 
to make certain that all citi- 
zens continue to receive the 
high-quality health care to 
which they are entitled. 

The World Bank is also 
now working with the gov- 
ernment to prepare a project 
which would carry these 
improvements further. It 
would help produce more 
and better services for each 
health dinar in several 
ways: health facility man- 
agers would be given incen- 
tives and flexibility to man- 
age their hospitals and 


health centres efficiently. 

Public health programmes 
would be targeted better to 
the major disease burdens 
facing the population. 

The private sector would 
be regulated and coordinat- 
ed with public health ser- 
vices better, cutting down 
ou’ duplication of expensive 
new technologies and 
excess hospital capacity. 
And pharmaceuticals, 
which account for over a 
quarter of health spending, 
would be procured, stored. 
stored, and distributed in 
more cost-effective ways. 


Saddam tells Iraqi ministers to cut spending 


BAGHDAD (R| — Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein told 
cabinet minis: rs discussing 
the 1997 budge to make better 
use of resource? and cut spend- 
ing. suae ne\spapeix have 
said 

’The efficient lerformance of 
the economy u lich is equal to 
defending IraJ. depends on 
reducing expo dilute and the 
rational use of resources." 
President Saddam was quoted 
as saving at the Sunday meet- 


ing. 

The papers did not report any 
figures. 

Iraq has been crippled by six 
years of trade sanctions 
imposed for its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. High stale spending 
on infrastructure projects and 
subsidies to farmers has also 
fuelled inflation. 

After President Saddam last 
December ordered ministers to 
improve the economy, the gov- 
ernment raised prices for pub- 


lic utilities and urged ministries 
to spend only funds they gen- 
eraikt 

The government measures 
were partly meant to strength- 
en Iraq's haltered currency. 

The dinar slipped early this 
year to 3,000 against the U.S. 
dollar but when Iraq agreed to 
talks with the United Natioqs 
on an "oil-for-food" deal the 
dinar surged to 450. The deal 
allows Iraq to sell $2 billion 
worth of oil every six months 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Health resort 
. 4 May or Ann 
8 Indian soldier 
13 Serving piece 

15 Steven's 
partner? 

1 6 Avoid adroitly 

17 Maturing device 

18 Look through 

1 9 Sultry Sophia 

20 Type of lask 
22 Some plants 

24 Collector’s item 

25 Medium's 
session 

26 Bill of fare 

28 “ — as a 
Stranger" 

29 Certain truck 
32 Instance 

35 Gator's cousin 
37 Variety of oil 
39 Enters the 
Kentucky Derby 
■2 Deliver the 
keynote 
‘'Redding 
^Starlet's quest 
*5 tove one's tail 
'nhabet run 

18 F, ss anc j R ed 

50 P-,ition taken 

- 2 AH° eter 

t. 4e structure 
>9 Nic*^ 

?° He leers 
Jl "Picn.- 
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69 


by Alan Olschwang 


P'aywhhl 

»3 NC COUgg 

54 Establis aS 
fact 

55 Holiday Sir,g 

56 Be excess , e iy 
fond 

!7 Overfilled 
■8 Money 
19 Society page 
word 

DOWN 

1 Stings 

2 British surgeon 


7 Authorize to do 
business 
B One who 
chooses 

9 Emulate Romeo 
and Juliet 

10 Unadulterated 

1 1 European river 

12 Desires 

14 Most shipshape 

21 Simian 

23 Rock composer 
Brian 

25 Encircling 

27 CpJ. 

29 Permission to 
enter 

30 State 

31 Type of egg 

32 Brag 

33 Nimbus 
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41 Native of: suff. 
47 Soak up the, 
rays 

'IQ I lloraru 


54 Ham it up 

55 Actress Adoree 
of old 

W Roar innraHu&nl 


to buy food and medicine. 

However, delays in imple- 
menting the pact signed in 
May have weakened the dinar 
again. The dinar fell to 1.800 
against the dollar on Monday, 
down from 1500 a week ago. 

Iraq’s central bank early this 
month allowed official banks 
to sen hard currency' for dinars 
in a bid to improve confidence 
in the dinar. It stabilised for a 
few days then started sinking 
again. 
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Bank of Jordan. 


Peanuts 


THERE 5 NO WAV U)E 
CAN WIN THIS LAST 
GAME WITH LUCY OUT 
I THERE IN R16HT FIELD.. 



I TOLD HER 
SHE SHOULD 60 1 
| OUT THERE AND 
WARM UP.. 
~~7X 




Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


I ASKED HIM 
I FDR A RAISE 
| JUST LIKE VOU 
TOLD ME/ 





HE PULLED ONE OF THOSE 
TRICK QUESTIONS BV ASKING 
ME TOGIV/E HIM0NEJ 
GOOD REASON WHV . 

HE SHOULD/ V* /V. 

• 


OH,W!UTT WHEN VCUGETA SFARE 

MINUTE WILL VtXJ STEP INTO MV 
OFFICE? I WANT TO 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SUN- 
DAY, OCTOBER 
27,1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Canroll 
Rightcr Foundation 

ARIES: ‘ fMarch 21 to! 
April 19) Be more con- 
cerned with personal mat- 
ter today and hold off any 
career activities until later. 
Get together later this 
everting with interesting 
and progressive individu- 
als who have suggestions! 
for your success in the! 
duvs ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Take rime today; 
to discuss your financial 
situation with an expert] 
you know who is at 
leisure. Later this evening] 
jean be good if you seek the: 
assistance of knowledge^ 
able person who have 
advice for your career L 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 toi 
June 21) Use modem tac-j 
tics today with tire one you) 
love and get good results. 
Recent acquaintances can! 
bring greater progress later) 
this evening, so take 
advice and thereby you 
can become successful in 
the days ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Get on] 
of that rut today with youtj 
mate and plan new ven- 
tures together which will 1 
bring you closer. A fresh 
start later this evening will 
help the relationship to the) 
same state when you first] 
noticed him or her. 

LEO: (July 22 to August! 
2 1 ) Get into outside acuvj-f 
ties today which can give! 
you greater knowledge of] 
progress in the world. 
Happiness is yours tonight 
with your male and loved 
ones if you do nothing to 
make things difficult in 
their lives. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22V Forget 
entertainments today 
which could prove disap- 
pointing to your loved 
ones and close friends. Get! 
it in touch with fellow 
associates and plan the 
next week for there could 
be career activities which 
are critical. ; 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Do whatever] 
will make your home more 
charming to those who live, 
under your roof or special 
visitors. Take your mate 
with you to amusements! 
you like, and show him or! 
her a good time later this 
evening. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Don’t go 
visiting persons or places 
today. . which can prove 
depressing to you. Enjoy 
your home later this 
evening and invke close 
friends to have a wonder- 
ful rime and show that you 
are happy to see them. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
|ber 2 1 ) Anything of a prac- 
tical nature should be dealt 
with today, so that there! 
aren’t any difficulties .with 
career activities or your; 
personal life. Visit yourj 
best friends later tonight 
and show that, you do! 
appreciate their assistance. 
CAPRICORN: {Decem- 
ber 22 to January ' 20) 
Don't pur .your- 
across at this time since 
they need revision and 
could be difficult to com-, 
prehend. Confer with an 
advisor later this everting 
to set you straight with 
what' career activities are 
critical. 

[AQUARIUS: (January 22 
to February 19) You have 
some excellent ideas today 
how to gain your aims, so 
discuss with ah expert just 
what you have in mind. 
Gel rid of some depressing, 
situation later this 'evening 
and thereby you can have a 
happy time ■ with loved! 
ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to| 
March 20j Study periodi- 
cals and pamphlets today: 
which have modem views 
towards your career activi 
ties and make the effort to 
succeed in your endeav-' 
ota-s. Forget that rut which] 
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Swiss group back in Egypt 
cement after 35 years 


CAIRO (Rj — Swiss 
cement group Holderbank. 
a major player in the Egypt- 
ian cement industry from 
1927 until nationalisation 
in 1961. is returning to 
cement production in the 
country with a 57.5 million 
pounds ($16.9 million) 
investment in a plant under 
construction east of Cairo. 

The Egyptian Cement 
Company (ECO said in a 
statement that Holderbank 
was adding 50 million 
pounds to the capital of 
ECC. a private-sector firm 
in which the major share- 
holder is the local family- 
dominated group Orascom. 

The 50 million raises 
ECC’s totai capital to 250 
million pounds and Holder- 


bank will buy the shares at 
a premium of 15 per cent 
over the nominal value, 
making the total investment 
57.5 million pounds. 

The ECC cement plant, 
which lies between Cairo 
and the eastern town of 
Suez, will have a capacity 
of 2.8 million tonnes a year 
on two dry process lines. 
The first line, supplied by 
Krupp Polysius, will start 
production in 1998. 

The statement said that 
after nationalisation of its 
Egyptian production opera- 
tions in 1961, Holderbank 
focused on consulting, 
training and management 
assistance. 


review of news from the Arabic press j ~ 

New telephone charges to take 
effect from Jan. 1, 1997 

** THE NEW telephone charges will take effect from Jan. I. 
1997. Walid Dweik, the director-general of the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC). has announced. He said die commit- 
tees preparing the executive measures to implement the new 
telephone charges were still working at the Royal Scientific 
Society to undertake all the necessary programme changes 
before actually starting the new charges. 

The new charges would regard national mils within the gover- 
norate as local calls and would reduce national calls for all gov- 
ernment rate to a unified charge of 41 fils per minute. Night tar- 
iffs will be applied to national calls on Fridays and national hol- 
idays. 

International calls will be charged 20 per cent less on the aver- 
age as the board of directors will specify die charges with each 
country according to bilateral agreements. The reduced night 
charges, which are 30 per cent less than day charges, will also 
apply during Fridays and national holidays for aD international 
calls (A1 Aswaq). 

Minister sees need to create 50,000 
new jobs each year to prevent 
unemployment from rising 

** ACCORDING TO Labour Minister Abdul Hafez A1 
Shakhanbeh. 50.000 new jobs must be created each year to 
maintain the unemployment rate at its current level. He indicat- 
ed that the number of non-Jordanian workers who hold permits 
to work in agriculture was about 34,000 labourers but the actu- 
al number of workers in this category exceeds 100,000 persons. 
The minister stressed the importance of small projects in creat- 
ing jobs and indicated that there are plans to reduce recurrent 
and handouts and to move towards rehabilitation projects so as 
the aid handout would be given to only those who are unable to 
work. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh said that the issue at stake now was how to har- 
monise between academic graduates and the labour market. He 
pointed out that civil service employment is non-existent in 
1997 noting that the problem in die public sector is in the salaries 
not being sufficient. Such a situation requires that priority be 
given to improve the situation of civil servants employed in var- 
ious government institutions. 

The minister urged all Jordanian workers to .accept whatever 
work available in the market- He revealed that there is an 
“ambitious" plan to transform the Ministry of Labour to a 
Ministry of Labour Forces (Al Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF* By Glasbergen 



“I made this brochure. It lists all my 
positive qualities in case you forget.* 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME?/ 

by Hanri Arnold and Mika ArgMon 
flrH— =sssi AB done, ma'am 1 


CARPH 


nMHomMiinuiK 

MfeunnucnM. 


LOXET 


AMOWED 


CLOWAL 


Answer : 


v»s!eiday'9 


THE INSTALLER'S' 
SHOCW WORK 
GOT HIM THI5. 


Now arrange the carded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

^ on k vvyyn 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbles: LYRIC ALIVE BABIED INFECT 

Answer: This happened to the eye doctor who was 

tallowing loo Close - HE WAS NEAR ‘CITED'' 


Investors invited to operate Hammamat Ma’in 


By Amy Henderson 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Tourism and Spa Complex 
Company late last week 
issued a proposal to foreign 
investors to assume man- 
agement and leasing of the 
beleaguered Hammamat 
Ma’in, the hot sulfurous 
mineral water springs near 
the Dead Sea. 

According to Mohammad 
Bataineh, head of the Jor- 
dan Investment Corpora- 
tion (JIC), the Jordan 
Tourism arid Spa Complex 
Company’s board of direc- 
tors will begin accepting 
pre-bids in December in an 
effort to begin bailing the 
company out of its approxi- 
mately JD13 million debt 
and to stem the enterprise’s 
growing annual losses, now 
estimated at a cumulative 
JD9.68 million over the last 
seven years and which have 
consumed the entirety of 


the company's JD5 million 
capital. 

According to the current 
companies law. a company 
losing 75 per cent or more 
of its capital, is obligated to 
liquidate unless the general 
assembly of the company 
increases and restructures 
the capital. However, said 
Mr. Bataineh, the compa- 
ny’s board of directors and 
shareholders decided that 
“the best way for us to 
straighten things out is for 
foreign investors to lease 
the facility.” 

The proposal, constructed 
under the advice of the 
World Bank, allows for a 
leasing period of 20 to 25 
years conditional on a $1 
million annual payment and 
a ten per cent share of prof- 
its exceeding JD200.000. 

The medicinal value of 
the area has meant that the 
spa village is usually never 
at a lost for patrons. And 
business at Ma’in village 


has been improving over 
the last two years, said Mr. 
Bataineh. In 1995, the hotel 
averaged nearly 40 per cent 
occupancy (compared to 
29-30 per cent in past 
years), and the company 
registered an increase in 
working profits of 56 per 
cent. But, said Mr. 
Bataineh, the company has 
been foreordained to such 
financial straits for several 
years. 

Mr. Bataineh, who also 
serves as chairman of the 
board of the Jordan 
Tourism and Spa Complex 
company, said that several 
factors have contributed to 
the company's poor finan- 
cial situation. The Jordan 
Tourism and Spa Complex 
Company was founded in 
1982 with a capital of JD2 
million, which was then 
raised to. JD5 milli on in 
1983. 

“At that point, we thought 


that the total investment 
would be somewhere in the 
area of JD8-9 million,” he 
said, “but io 1986 as con- 
struction continued, it 
found that much more was 
needed because the area 
had not been properly sur- 
veyed prior to the outset of 
the project." At that point 
the goverment guaranteed a 
loan to keep the project 
moving. 

According to Mr. 
Bataineh, total investment 
in the spa complex today 
, amounts to JD14 million. 

The board of directors has 
been looking for a manage- 
ment hotel to take over the 
facility, said Mr. Bataineh, 
but that option was also 
found to be too expensive 
to consider. 

“Most companies wanted 
nearly $4 million (annual- 
ly] to do that," be said. 
“And with the debt, we 


can't do anything to attract 
foreign investment." 

The Jordan Investment 
Corporation, which holds 
78 per cent of the equity in 
the spa company, is a gov- 
ernment agency charged 
with the divestment of gov- 
ernment properties. In the 
last year and a half, it has 
released the government's 
share in a number of 
tourism enterprises — 
including the Amman Mar- 
riott and the Jordan 
Intercontinental — to the 
private sector. Although 
selling the facility had been 
considered, it was not 
found to be a feasible 
option, he said. 

“The land is government- 
owned and leased to the 
Ma’in Spa — we found that 
we couldn’t sell the facility 
without selling the land, 
and we, as a company 
couldn’t sell the land,” Mr. 
Bataineh indicated. * 

Additionally, the compa- 


ny's dire finances have 
limited the company’s 
options in improving facili- 
ties at Ma'in Spa Village 
that would allow it to gen- 
erate more revenue. 

Additionally, he said, the 
company has been pushing 
for the construction of a 
road connecting Ma'in to 
the Dead Sea to provide 
easier transportation 
between the two. "We 
would be able to attract a 
lot more people if it were 
easier to get from one place 
to the other,” said Mr. 
Bataineh. “Our plan was to 
have several chalets at the 
Dead Sea so (hat people 
could spend the afternoon 
at the sea and return to the 
hotel in the evening." 

The company’s opera- 
tional profit for 1993,94 
and 95 stands at JD900.000, 
which, says Mr. Bataineh, 
“does not allow for any- 
thing like that." 


Israel’s El A1 faces 
6 catastrophic’ 
November 


HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: '607171 / 607179 ■ 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 


TEL AVIV(R) — Novem- 
ber is shaping up to be the 
worst month for El A 1 Israel 
Airlines since the 1991 
Gulf war, officials at the 
state-owned carrier have 
said. 

Spokesman Nachman 
Klieman said the airline 
would be be likely to carry 
16,000 fewer passengers in 
November than originally 
projected. That would be 
12 per cent below original 
projections and eight per 
cent fewer passengers than 
io November last year. 

“The situation is a cata- 
strophe and is becoming 
worse. Until the opening of 
the tunnel it appeared there 
was an improvement but 
now there is again a 
decline.’’ vice president for 
marketing Jacob Yaron said 
at a seminar on tourism. 

Israel's opening of an 
archaeological tunnel near 
Muslim holy sites in occu- 
pied East Jerusalem last 
month sparked gunbattles 
between Palestinians and 


Israeli soldiers, killing 
more than 70 people and 
heightening tensions 

between the two sides. 

The recent violence was a 
heavy blow for the tourism 
industry, which bad placed 
great hopes on Middle East 
peace as a spur to increased 
foreign tourism^ 

This year alone the indus- 
try has been pummelled by 
a wave of suicide bombings 
in February and March, 
fighting between Israel and 
Hizbollah guerrillas based 
in Lebanon in April and the 
recent TWA jet crash in the 
United States. 

Mr. Yaron said the crisis 
encompasses all sectors of 
tourism, with cancellations 
from both American Jews 
and Christian pilgrims. 

Mr. Klieman said Decem- 
ber, an important month for 
Jewish and Christian 
tourism, was still a question 
mark. "We could see peo- 
ple waiting to see what will 
happen and reserve at the 
last minute.” he said. 
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UAE to build first steel plant 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
is planning to build its first steel plant to face growing 
domestic demand and slash imports from Asia and other 
countries, newspapers have reported. 

The project in Abu Dhabi has a capacity of 500,000 
tonnes per year and will cost around 350 million dirhams 
($95.3 million ). 

“We have issued tenders for this important project, which 
will primarily target the - local market,” said Issa Atiq, 
director general of the state-controlled General Industry 
Corproation (GIC). 

He gave no details of the project but industry sources said 
it would be financed by GIC and private investors from the 
Emirates. ' 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

■ 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
V Fax: 810520 ) 


Francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profession*! Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
oar stitop and get;- 

• JUMBO phmt* 
win 30% fnar 
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Juki! An: man - Rainbow Str. 

Tel 625407 

Amman - Jordan ^ 


Shiuclumi ■ Opp. Griadtayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
SweBeb tel: 823891 
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Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
• Reservation Roquirftk-^, 
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G SERVICES\ 

BYBLOS 
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FOB RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Pa&Ucuc v 
StmfiA & SHcuU 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 A.M 
Tel- 5537199 
Fa* 898537 

Umm Uthaiwa 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


for details please cell 

Bk itm 

<§> 

crown hoth. 


- |N MQR HEflTEOVyvSC 1 
SUI1MMING POOL 

- SRUNfl , «IBCUZ7lw lX V&M 

® MRSSflSE VK 

FITNESS ROOM 

tennis & soimsH 3 

COURTS 1 £ 

TEL 758180 ” 3 

RH0I0 & TU STATION BP.jf 


HOTEL A PAR TMENT , 

THE IDEAL ADDRI 
FOR EMBASSIE 
KFATRIATES& FAJ^^ 

SINCE 198 

' SPECIAL 
IFOR LONGTERf 


DOOM 


tan a cam 


Make Car 
:ntal Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel 693399 













io Sports 


Becker to clash with Sampras 
in Stuttgart final 


STUTTGART (R) — 

Australian Open champion 
Boris Becker proved he is 
back to his best form after a 
serious wrist injury with an 
impressive 6-4. 6-3 victory 
over Michael Chang in the 
Stuttgart Open semifinals 
on Saturday. 

Becker played some 
superb tennis from the front 
and the back of the court 
against the world No. 2 to 
move towards a fascinating 
showdown with Pete 
Sampras in Sunday's final 
of the prestigious tourna- 
ment 

In the first semifinal 
world No. 1 Sampras 
stretched his unbeaten run 
to 21 matches with a com- 
fortable 6-3. 6-4 victory 

over unseeded Dutchman 
Jan Siemerink. 

Becker was forced to 
abandon his campaign at 
this year’s Wimbledon, his 
favourite tournament, after 
hurting his wrist and still 
needs painkillers for the 
injury. 

The German came to his 
native Germany this week 
needing some good results 
to make sure of a place at 
next month's season-ending 
World Championship which 
is also being held on his 
home turf in Hanover. 

But the three-times 
Wimbledon champion, who 
won the world title last year, 
has played out of his skin in 
front of his fanatical home 
supporters and is now 
almost certain of a place in 
the Hanover event which 
brings together the top eight 
players in the world. 

First comes the clash with 
Sampras, a repeat of the 
1995 Wimbledon final 
which the American won in 
four sets. 

Sampras knows that 
Becker is a formidable 
opponent on his home soil 
although the American won 
their last clash in straight 
sets at the World 
Championship in Frankfurt 
last year. Becker has not 
beaten him for nearly two 
years. 

“He is going to be tough 
to beat, especially indoors," 
Sampras said. “Add the 
crowd to that and he seems 
to thrive on that He is one % 
of the best indoor players I 
have ever played.” 

Chang, the second seed, 
played some brilliant 
returns to Becker's feet at 
times. But the German 
served superbly and hit 
some blistering ground- 
strokes as well to the delight 
of the 7,000 crowd. 

Sampras, who has won his 
last three tournaments 



Boris Becker of Germany fixes the ball during his match at the Stuttgart Open 
(Reuters photo) 



Magnus Gustafsson of Sweden sits dejected during his quarter-fina] match against 
Boris Becker of Germany at the ATP tournament in Stuttgart (Reuters photo) 


including the U.S. Open and 
is unbeaten indoors this 
year, took 79 minutes to 



WTTH OMAR SHARP 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


FIND THE NEEDLE 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* K4 3 
CAKQ3 
O10S 
*Q873 

WEST EAST 

*988 

<79 O J1082 

CQJ9432 0878 

*K42 *J 10 9 65 

SOUTH 

* AQ J 1076 
07*54 
OAK 

* A 

The bidding: ___ 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1 + Pass 2* Pass 

3 A Pass 4NT Pass 

w Pam »NT Pom 

Pass Pass Pass 

waning lead: Queen of O 
South's grand slant ran into a bad 
Instead of simply roiling at 
fate*, declarer took an early 
l au tion that brought home the 
“Swt 

L -th -South were lucky to miss 
heart fit. As the cards lie, 
break dooms that grand 
fl k n Ve are not thrilled with the 
lUt h bid the hand. Had 


North's king been in dubs rather 
than hearts, the slam would hove 
depended at best oa a heart finesse, 
and might have had no play at all. 
North's jump to a grand slem was 
based on the fact that be had a fine 
opening bid, a good trump fit and 
an .unexpected source or tricks on 
the side. 

West led the queen or diamonds, 
and South was delighted with the 
prospects. A 3-2 heart splii was ail 
that was needed for 13 tricks, but 
declarer was by nature a pessimist. 
What if hearts were to break badly? 
After giving the hand same 
thought, declarer came up wiUi a 
second string to the offensive side’s 
bow. Have you spotted it? 

Declarer won the diomond in 
hand, cashed the ace of dubs, then 
drew trumps ia three rounds, end- 
ing in dummy. A club was ruffed in 
the closed hand and hearts were 
tested by cashing the queen and 
king. When West discarded a dia- 
mond on the second round, declar- 
er's careful plsaning paid a hand- 
some dividend. Another club was 
ruffed and, when the king came 
tumbling down, all was well. 
Declarer crossed to the ace of 
hearts, discarded a heart on the 
queen of clubs and claimed the rest 
of the tricks. 


clinch his place in the final. 

The winning streak is the 
second longest of his career. 


Uche and 
Okocha to 
become 
Tterks 


ISTANBUL (R> — Nigerian 
footballers Uche 

Okechukwa and Augustine 
“Jay Jay” Okocba who play 
for Istanbul club 
Fenerbahce, are planning to 
become Turkish citizens and 
change their names. 

The players' new names 
will be Abdulkerim Rahim 
Uche and Muhammed Yavuz 
Okacha. club spokesman 
Turgut Acar said on Friday. 

Fenerbahce, due to play 
their return mafeh with 
Manchester United in the 
European Champions’ 
League on Wednesday night, 
have persuaded the pair to 
become Turks to enable the 
club to purchase two new 
foreign players next season. 
Acar said. 


In 1994 the 25-year-old 
American won 29 consecu- 
tive matches. 


Barmby, 
Fjortoft 
for sale 


LONDON (R) — 

Middlesbrough manager 
Bryan Robson confirmed 
Friday he is ready to sell 
England striker Nick 
Barmby — just 14 months 
after signing him for 5.25 
million pounds ($8.38 mil- 
lion). 

Speculation is mounting 
that Barmby. who joined 
Middlesbrough from 
Tottenham, could join 
Leeds in a swap deal that 
would take Lee Sharpe to 
Middlesbrough where he 
would link up with 
Robson, a former 
Manchester United team 
mate. 

Sharpe only joined Leeds 
in the close-season for 4.5 
million pounds ($7 mil- 
lion). 

Robson said he had 
decided the balance of his 
team was not right with 
Barmby and B razili an 
international Juninho hav- 
ing similar roles. 

“I thought I could play 
the two behind the striker 
but it has not worked out 
We have been overpowered 
too many times in too 
many games," said 
Robson. 

“I think Barmby has a big 
future in the game. He is a 
top player and a good pro- 
fessional. I have looked at 
the situation and a Barmby 
move is best for both par- 
ties. 

“Barmby has been linked 
with a number of clubs but 
so far I have received no 
offers. If I get a good offer 
that will further his career I 
will look at the situation." 
said Robson. 

Barmby was the club's 
leading scorer last season 
but has only scored once 
this season. 

Robson is also prepared 
to listen to offers for 
Norwegian international 
Jan-Aage Fjortoft who has 
not played in the Premier 
League this season. 

Fjortoft said: “This has 
been a frustrating season 
for me. especially as I have 
lost my international place. 

“1 cannot complain about 
that because I have not 
been playing first-team 
football. I must get back on 
the big stage before I can 
play for my country again." 

Robson said that first 
division Portsmouth had 
made several inquiries for 
Fjortoft without putting in 
an offer. 


Vatanen wins last ever 
Hong Kong-Beijing Rally 

BEIJING (AP) — Ari Vatanen of Finland on Friday 
became the first and last -person to win the 555 Hong 
Kong-Beijing Rally twice. 

After a gruelling 3.800 kilometres, just 43 seconds 
separated Vatanen from second-placed Richard Burns 
of Britain. 

Both men drove Mitsubishi Lancers, as did third- 
placed finisher. Kenjiro Shinozuka. completing a 1-2- 
3 sweep for Mitsubishi in the last ever Hong Kong- 
Beijing Rally. 

The rally, firsr held in 1985, will be run in a differ- 
ent format next year, along World Rally 
Championship lines. 

Of 52 cars that left Hong Kong last Saturday. 23 
made it to the finish Friday on Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square, having covered some of China's most gru- 
elling terrain and raced near the great wall. 

"To finish this event at Tiananmen Square is a very, 
very fitting end to an important moment in rallying 
history,” said Vatanen, who also won in 1993 and led 
this year’s seven-day race from day four. 

He completed 26 special stages totalling 484.75 
kilometres in 5 hours, 1 minute and 27 seconds. 
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Hoddle thinking over 
Gascoigne’s selection 


LONDON (R) — England coach Glenn 
Hoddle will decide next week whether to 
name rangers midfielder Paul Gascoigne in 
his squad for the World Cup qualifier in 
Georgia on November 9. 

The 29-year-old Gascoigne's place in 
Hoddle’s think ing for the game in Tbilisi 
was thrown into doubt after last week's rev- 
elations about his continued marital prob- 
lems. 

Gascoigne's temperamental character and 
his frequent inability to control himself on 
the pitch were also shown when he was sent 
off for kicking out at Ajax defender 
Winston Bogarde during Rangers’ 4-1 
Champions’ League defeat in Amsterdam 
last Wednesday. 

Ibrox chief .Walter Smith suggested that 
Gascoigne's off-the-pitch problems were 
possibly having an effect on his perfor- 
mances and mental state, and even though 
the player apologised for his behaviour 
against Ajax. Hoddle announced last week 
that he would be speaking to him. 

That conversation took place on 
Wednesday but in an official statement 
issued on Friday the English F.A. 


announced that the coach would make a 
final decision on whether to include 
Gascoigne in the squad he announces on 
Thursday at some stage after the weekend. 

The statement read: “Glenn Hoddle and 
Paul Gascoigne met together privately on 
Wednesday. They discussed Paul's prob- 
lems and what he is seeking to do about 
them. 

"Glenn is aware that among other things 
Paul is receiving counselling which will 
continue. 

“Glenn Hoddle’s intention is to seek to do 
what is right for the England ream as well 
as for Paul and his family. 

“He will have further contact over the 
next few days with Paul as well as with 
Rangers manager Walter Smith." 

Even though Hoddle conceded Gascoigne 
had not been at his best in the 2-1 win over 
Poland two weeks ago he has made clear 
his view that Gascoigne is very much at the 
forefront of his thi nkin g in the run up to the 
199S World Cup and beyond. 



Fabien Leclercq (R) of Lille and John Collins (L) of Monaco fight for the ball dur- 
ing early action in their French league match (Reuters photo) 

Big-scoring Auxerre and Monaco 
close in as leaders slip 


PARIS < AFP ) — French first division lead- 
ers Paris St. Germain crashed to their first 
defeat of the season on Friday when they 
were beaten 2-1 at Rennes — enabling 
Monaco and Auxerre to close the gap at the 
top of the table. 

Stephane Guivarc’h scored both of the 
Rennes' goals to stay top of the first divi- 
sion goalscoring charts on 12 — . interna- 
tional goalkeeper Bernard Lama, who had 
not conceded a goal all season, making a 
disappointing return from injury for the vis- 
itors. 

Guivarch’s first goal was from the penal- 
ty spot in the 69th minute after he had been 
pushed off the ball inside tbe area by Jimmy 
Algerino. He then headed home his second 
from a long, inch-perfect jJass from 
Ousman Dabo before Patrice Loko scored a 
consolation goal for the visitors in the dying 
seconds. 

Despite the defeat. Paris St. Germain, 
who have 29 points from 14 matches, 
remain three points clear of Monaco and 
four points ahead of Auxerre. 

Both took their chances in devastating 
style. 

Monaco came away 4-1 winners from 
Lille and Auxerre handed out a humiliating 
7-0 lesson to visiting Lyon. 

Scottish international John Collins pro- 
duced another impressive midfield display 
for Monaco and also got among the scorers 


when he found space to rifle home 
Monaco's third goal in the 68th minute. 

The other Monaco goals came from 
Brazilian Sonny Anderson (21), Nigerian 
Victor Ikpeba (.56) and promising youngster 
Thierry Henry (89). Lille's goal came from 
a 72nd minute penalty slotted home by 
Miladin Becanovjc. 

Champions Auxerre gave Lyon goalkeep- 
er and captain Pascal Olmeta a nightmare 
match with Thomas Deniaud (4), Bernard 
Diomede (47), Moussa Saib (63. 78 j, Steve 
Mariet (69), and Lepaul (87) all getting on 
the scoresheet. The other Auxerre goal 
came when unhappy Lyon defender Jean- 
Luc Sassus who deflected the ball into the 
neL s 5 . 

Elsewhere there were several unexpected 
away victories. 

Lens came away 1-0 winners from Bastia, 
Le Havre beat Metz 2-1, Guingamp inflict- 
ed a 1-0 defeat on Caen and Nantes scored 
a 1-0 success at Marseille. 

The latest defeat of Marseille, who 
crashed to a goal five minutes from time by 
Da Rocha and who have now won only four 
of 14 matches, prompted some ugly inci- 
dents between home supporters and riot 
police. 

After the final whistle frustrated Marseille 
fans threw metal barriers and other misiles 
at the police who responded with teargas. 
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y' CINEMA TEL634144 \ 

\ PHILADELPHIA J 

/'CINEMA TEL699238 \ 

v PLAZA 
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Philadelphia 1 

Tom Cruise ... in 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 
Philadelphia 2 

SABRINA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 , 

^ 

Ahmad Zaki & Yusra.. Jn 

WHIMS 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

L 2 


CINEMA 


TEL: 677420 


CONCORD ’ 

CONCORD “1" 


Aairaoun Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 618274 - 618275 


up r i n<SF aPFKfiNAi Today P resents Zawad Weld Awad 

ur LLuac & rcnouNAL. theatre group in the play entitled 

Chnu/c 7 , 'an Q-On 

THE SCARLET letter Five-Star Government 

Shows: 12:30, 6:15, 10:30 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

v Play starts 8:30 p.m. , 


Nabil s Hisham'-s Theatre.. 

TEL 625155 y 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sac chi’s future in doubt again WRC 


ROME (R) — The likely future president 
of the Italian Soccer Federation was quoted 
Saturday as saying he would make a 
“painful decision” by the end of 1996 
regarding the future of national coach Arri- 
go Sacchi. 

Luciano Nizzola, head of the league and 
expected to be elected federation chief next 
December, said he would have to make a 
“problematic and painful decision” about 
Sacchi. 

“We cannot play England in our World 
Cup qualifier next February unless we have 
some peace of mind, so the coaching ques- 
tion must be settled by then." Nizzola was 
quoted as saying in Gazzetta Delio Sport 
newspaper. 

"Qualifying for the World Cup will be 
hard and we must do all we can to ensure 
Italy make it/’said Nizzola, considered the 
inevitable successor to Antonio Matarrese, 
who was Sac chi's mentor before being 
ousted himself after Euro 96. 

The federation elects its next president on 
December 14. 


Gazzetta, Italy’s leading sports daily, said 
Nizzolas comments indicated he was 
already thinking of a successor to sacchi. 
whose side were knocked out in the first 
round of this year’s European Champi- 
onship in England. 

The paper said Nizzola’s first choice as 
new coach would be Lazio president and 
former Italy goalkeeper Dino Zoff. It said 
former Parma trainer Nevio Seala and 
under-21 coach Cesare Maldini were also 
in the running. 

Sacchi. who led Italy to the 1994 world 
cup final against Brazil, was given a new 
contract just before euro 96. 

He refused to resign after Italy crashed 
out of the tournament, and the contract, 
which expires after the L99S World Cup 
finals, is the main reason he has not been 
sacked. 

Worth more than a million dollars a year 
after tax. the federation knows it would be 
economic madness to dismiss Sacchi, pay 
him off. and pay his successor. 


Confident Sampras remains- Shearer 


favourite for Paris Indoor 


PARIS (AFP) — World No. 
I Pete Sampras doesn't 
often fail to defend the 
major titles be wins — his 
four consecutive Wimble- 
don wins and his repeat 
United States open triumph 
this year are eloquent 
examples of that. 

Consequently next week 
the 25-year-old American 
will be a hot favourite to 
retain his crown at the 
lucrative $2.5 million Paris 
Indoor Open inside the 
grass- walled Bercy Stadi- 
um to the south-east of 
Paris. 

Twelve months ago Sam- 
pras chalked up his first- 
ever victory in what has 
become one of the world's 
most prestigious indoor 
tournaments by defeating 
three-times champion Boris 
Becker. 

This year he goes into the 
event oozing with confi- 
dence after his impressive 


who will be making a final 
career appearance in the 
French capital, could hard- 
ly have got a tougher draw 
although he admitted: ‘To 
win tournaments you have 
to beat the best players." 

If he can survive the 
tough opening rounds, 
however, anything is possi- 
ble and a success at bercy 
would be a huge boost for 
edberg who completes his 
career in next month’s 
Davis Cup final against 
France. 

Becker, winner of this 
year’s Australian Open but 
still needing match play 
after missing several tour- 
naments after injuring his 
wrist at wtmbiedon, plays 
either Britain's talented 
Tim Henman or Carlos 
Moya of Spain in his first 
match. 

In the other half of the 
draw, second-seeded 
Michael Chang could be 


performances at Stuttgart, .-.facing the awesome power 
where he once again out-. s of Mark Pbilippoussis in 


played his old rival Andre 
Agassi. 

After the traumas and tri- 
als of what has been a diffi- 
cult and emotional year — 
Sampras is now looking 
forward to finishing off the 
season in style. 

And in the French capital 
he will be concentrating 
especially hard on his serve 
since he has offered to pay 
$ 100 to cancer research for 
every ace he hits. 

In May Sampras lost 
coach and close friend 71111 
Gullikson, who had been 
suffering from brain cancer. 

“It has been a difficult 
year." he admitted, adding: 
“But now everything has 
fallen into place. I feel I am 
playing really well. I have 
trained hard and feel very 
fit and I particularly like 
playing in Paris.” 

Apart from last year's 
Bercy success, the French 
capital had never been a 
happy hunting ground for 
the American and his seven 
campaigns to win the only 
grand slam title missing 
from his collection ah 
ended in failure at Roland 
Garros. 

Although happy with his 
form. Sampras is all too 
aware that he will not be 
able to underestimate his 
opponents in the final 
championship series event 
of the season since all of 
the world's top-ranked 
players will be raking part. 

His first match will be 
against either big-serving 
Swiss giant Marc Rosset or 
Alex Corretja of Spain and. 
as in Stuttgart, he is again 
drawn to face Agassi in the 
quarter-finals. Agassi, win- 
ner here in 1994. opens 
against the winner of a 
first-round clash between 
Magnus Gustafsson of 
Sweden and a qualifier. 

Austria’s third-seeded 
iron man Thomas Muster, 
and sixth-seeded Boris 
Becker of Germany are 
also in Sampras' half of the 
draw. 

Muster, who was spat on 
by spectators and booed oft' 
court at last year’s tourna- 
ment after an acrimonious 
io<s to home hero a ad 1991 
champion Guy Forget, 
faces another tough opener 
this year since he is drawn 
to play either former world 
number-one Stefan Edberg 
or Germany’s Michael 
Stich. 

Edberg. who is retiring at 
the end of the season and 


his opening clash — pro- 
viding the big Australian 
can dispose of Frenchman 
Lionel Roux. Chang is 
scheduled to play 15th seed 
Jim Courier in the third- 
round and Wimbledon 
champion Richard Krajicek 
in the quarterfinals. 

Sixth-seeded Goran 
I . anisevic of Croatia, beat- 
en by in-form Dutch player 
Jan Sienierinfc in the quar- 
ter-finals at Stuttgart, could 
get the chance to avenge 
The defeat in his first tour- 
nament match — providing 
Siemerink beats his first- 
round opponent and com- 
patriot Paul Haarhuis. 

And fourth -seeded French 
Open champion Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov of Russia, hop- 
ing for another major success 
in Paris following his Roland 
Garros triumph, launches his 
campaign against either 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline or 
Scrgi Brugueru of Spain. 


grants 
extension 
for Lewis- 
McCall 
bout date 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — 
The WBC decided to 
extend until Jan. 26 a dead- 
line to set a date and venue 
for a heavyweight title bout 
between Britain’s Lennox 
Lewis and Oliver McCall 
of the United States. 

The decision, reached 
Thursday on the next-to- 
iast day of the 

WBC's annual conven- 
tion. ruled out reports that 
the organization planned to 
drop McCall and replace 
him with Britain's Henry 
Akinwande. 

The Lewis-McCall fight 
had originally been 
planned for Dec. 7, but the 
deadline will now be 
extended 30 days, the 
WBC board ruled. 

The heavyweight crown 
is currently vacant as Mike 
Tyson gave up his WBC 
title because a new jersey 
court had ordered him to 
fight Lewis. He had won 
the title by knocking out 
Britain’s Frank Bruno last 
March. 

Don King productions 
has won the right to pro- 
mote the Lewis-McCall 
fight with a $9.15 million 
bid. Losing out were main 
events at $6.15 million and 
Cedric Kushner produc- 
tions at S5.2 million. 
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operation 

successful 


LONDON f'R) — World 
record signing Alan Shear- 
er’s groin operation has been 
hailed “a complete success" 
and Newcastle are hoping 
the England skipper might 
not be sidelined for as long 
as they first feared. 

It was drought that the 
striker, who moved from 
Blackburn to Newcastle for 
a world record fee of 15.0 
million pounds (S24 million) 
in the close-season, would 
be out of action for six to 
eight weeks — ruling him 
out of England’s World Cup 
date in Georgia on Novem- 
ber 9. 

A Newcastle spokesman 
said: "The operation has 
been a complete success and 
A Jan has recovered from it 
without any problems. He is 
now resting at home and he 
will decide when he is ready 
to start training again." 
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announces the arrival of 
a shipment of Fresh 
Salmon from Norway 
for limi t; in forma! ion call 
abdali 1 Td : 687772 * 
.seventh circle - Tel ; 826906 


FISH CENTRE 




Cambridge University Press 
Amman Bookshop 

Amman Bookshop is pleased to announce 
the arrival of Cambridge University Press 
publication on Isfam and M.E. 

AMMAN BOOKSHOP - 3rd CIRCLE 
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Germany’s Katja Seizinger is on her way through snowfall and fog to win the first World Cup race of the season, 
a women's Giant Slalom on the Rettenbach glacier near Soelden in Austria's Tyrol province October 26. Seizinger 
clocked an overall time of 2:11,81 minutes (Reuters photo) 

Seizinger wins opening World 
Cup giant slalom 


SOELDEN. AUSTRIA (R) — Katja Seizinger of Germany 
began her defence of the overall World Cup title with a vic- 
tory’ in the season’s opening race, a giant slalom on Satur- 
day. 

Olympic and world champion Seizinger delivered a near- 
perfect second run in snowfall and foggy conditions to 
improve from second after the first descent to overall first 
with an aggregate time of two minutes 11.81 seconds. 

Early leader Deborah Compagnoni of Italy had trouble in 
the upper half of the Rettenbach Piste, flagged with 44 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 

A very clean, weil-furnished, 2-bedroorri . 
apartment for a foreign couple. Separate 
telephone must. Any area, but prefer 
near Gardens Street. 

Please call 628990 



Starting November - Afternoon Classes 

MODERN STANDARD ARABIC 

Beginners and Intermediate (40 hours each) 
[Registration now] 

For more information please call 614732/3 

"Decide your own discount" 
is a new concept innovated at 

The Philadelphia Book 
Gallery 

Starting October 26, 1996 

Pay us a visit at Wasfi A! Tal Street 
or give us a call at 605861 
we will be at the other end of the line 


Under the Patronage of 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath A) Hassan 

the Embassy of Italy and the Ministry of Culture ! 
present 

the 1 1 th Italian Film Week In Jordan ; 
22 - 29 October 1996 

at the Main Theatre of the Royal Cultural Centre - 

PROGRAMME 

1) Sostiene Pereira 22/10 8:00 p.m. 

(Pereira Holds) 23/10 5:00 p.m. 

Director: Roberto Faenza 

2) Regalo di Natale 23/10 8:00 p.m. 

(Christmas Present) 24/10 5:00 p.m. 

Director Pupi Avati 

3) Romanzo di un giovane povero 24/1 0 8:00 p.m. 

(The Story of a Poor Young Man) 25/1 0 5:00 p.m. 

Director Ettore Scola 

4) Una storia semplice 26/1 0 8:00 p.m. 

(A Simple Story) 27/1 0 5:00 p.m. 

Director Emidio Greso 

5) Per grazia ricevuta 27/10 8:00 p.m. 

(For Favours Received) 28/10 5:00 p.m. 

Director Nino Manfredi 

6) Nemici d'infanzia 28/10 8:00 p.m. 

(Childhood Enemies) 29/10 5:00 p.m. 

All films are Italian with subtitle in English. Entrance ticket 
is JD 1 for adults and 500 fils for students. All proceeds will 
go to the Centre for Special Education of the 
Young Muslim Women's Association. 


gates in both runs, and fell back to overall second in 
2:11.93. 

Germany’s Hilde Gerg was third in 2:13.84 on the Aus- 
trian Glacier at over 3.000 metres altitude. 

An overjoyed Seizinger said: “I wasn't expecting this vic- 
tory. I was very lucky to have performed two good runs on' 
this difficult slope. The bad weather also didn’t make it 
easy.” 

Saturday’s victory was the 24-year-old’s 25th in the 
World Cup. 


Polservice Consulting Eng. (Poland) 
have the pleasure to inform that our 
Representative will be present" on 
Promotional Business Meeting 

"POLAND CLOSER ' 96 " 

at Amra Hotel on Oct 27, 1996 at 6:30 p.m. 


Ground Floor with Spacious Garden 
3 BDR 1 S 3 Baths , Fully equipped kitchen, \ 
telephone. Satellite ..etc 
in Sewafeyah in Quiet residential area \ 
Tel 736011, 736123 office / 864758 Res ! 


Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Naor Ai-Hussem 

Bani Hamida 

Presents 

Fall Exhibition 

"Race the Trend" 

Rugs - Cushions - Runners 
Wbl/hangings - Baskets 

Duration: Thursday 24 Oct. Till Sunday 3 Nov, 
TO: 00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

EASx'tfon Spew Counejy of: 

mm H CITROEN - Dirani, Shmeisani 

I ff Ammon Shipping A Transport yH 

TireSrtH Green Meadows Travel & Tourism — 

For more inform ertron plectra call: 658696 \ 7 
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The Gi^ihd Opening of Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 2 

Tel: 634144 / 634149 

The cinema which is equipped with th 
most sophisticated equipment is prout 0 
present 

Harrison Ford & Julia Ormond in 

Sabrina 





_Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, B:3Q, 10:30 









Plainclothes Palestinian policemen cany a Jewish settler from a restaurant near the city centre of Jericho late 
Friday after eleven settlers entered the restaurant and began to pray. The group entered Jericho posing as 
tourists and were forcibly evacuated when they refused to leave the city (Reuters photo) 


Serbs want to ban Muslim, Rocket car arrives at Al Jafr 
Croat parties from election seeking new speed record 

By Yousef Allan 


Chirac’s 
Mideast 
tour draws 
flattering 
London 



LONDON (Agency) — 
French President Jacques 
Chirac's eventful week- 
long tour to the Middle 
East sparked a rare — and 
very flattering — front 
page headline in French in 
a respected British broad- 
sheet on Saturday. 

"La pain, la justice. 
1'amitie — et un grand tour 
de force", were the words 
emblazoned across the 
front of the Independent, 
which translate as "peace, 
justice, friendship — and 
an amazing feat". 

They were followed by 
an opinion piece by the 
paper’s veteran Middle 
East correspondent who 
noted that Mr. Chirac’s tour 

— during which he defend- 
ed Arab rights — was “a 
remarkable week for a 
French president whose 
popularity at home is dis- 
solving almost as fast as his 
stock in the Arab World is 
sky-rocketing". 

The report went on to 
note that “it is possible — 
indeed, necessary — to be 
cynical about Mr. Chirac's 
motives. 

■ “But nations do not 
become great unless they 
behave like great powers. 
And France — at least in 
the eyes of millions of 
Arabs — is becoming great 
again." 

Mr. Chirac arrived back 
in Paris early Saturday. 

Britain has distanced 
itself from Chirac's current 
barnstorming in the Middle 
East, saying the interna- 
tional community should 
speak as one voice in the 
region. 

Remarks by Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
Wednesday and Thursday 
coincided with criticism of 
France's solo bid to 
become a major player at 
the negotiating table by 
European Union (EU) 
Commission Vice 

President Sir Leon Brittan, 
who ruled out a European 
role in the Middle East 
peace process. 

Mr. Chirac’s call for 
Europe — widely seen here 
as meaning chiefly France 

— to co-sponsor peace 
talks with the United States 
has also been rebuffed by 
Washington and Israel, 
though it was welcomed by 
the Palestinians and Arab 
countries. 

Mr. Rifkind told the 
Houm? Commons 

Thursday that it was for the 
Israelis and the 
Palestinians. if at all possi- 
ble. to enter into a real dia- 
logue and make substantive 
progress on the outstanding 
issues. 

Comparing a visit he is to 
make to the region next 
month with Mr. Chirac's 
current high-profile tour. 
Mr. Rifkind said, he had no 
intention of launching any 
spectacular separate initia- 
tive. 

But he acknowledged 
hat France, along with 
‘ritain. were with the 
nited States the countries 
ist able to promote the 
ce process. 

r. Rifkind told a press 
C, :rence Wednesday that 
a ompetition of influ- 
in the Middle East 
^ lv n Americans and 
Lurc..i ns was “of little 
benel f or ^ peace 
procey 

And implied criticism 
of Mr. qme’s tactics, he 
added: ur involvement 
may be sityiy i ess roman- 
tic. slight! | e5S colourful, 
slightly dramatic than 
that of othe t, ul it may 
actually be a, e t0 make a 
more positive ?ont nbudon 
to the result.' 

Referring to Chiracs 
support of the / ra ^ view, 
Mr. Rifkind saio “ we do 
not intend to be 3 $ 
partisan." 

Mr. Brittan tola ^e 
Franco-American associa- 
tion in Paris Thursday 
“we do not have the condi- 
tions” for a concerted 
European role in the peace 
process. 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
The Bosnian Serbs threat- 
ened Saturday to ban parties 
from die MusJim-Croat fed- 
eration from taking part in 
municipal elections in areas 
they control, the Yugoslav 
news agency BETA report- 
ed. 

Dragan Kalinic. the 
newly-elected head of the 
Bosnian Serb parliament, 
told a Serbian radio station 
that the parties must con- 
form with the laws of the 
Bosnian Serb entity. BETA 
reported. 

“We think that the parties 
of the federation cannot take 
partin local elections if they 
are not registered in accor- 
dance with the laws of the 
Republika Srpska defining 
the rights of national 
minorities, which include 
Muslims and Croats,” Mr. 
Kalinic was quoted as say- 
ing. Mr. Kalinic also criti- 
cised the new electoral reg- 
istration rules for the munic- 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian Union of Artists 
will sack any member trav- 
elling to Israel until com- 
prehensive peace is 
achieved in the Middle East 
and Arab rights secured, its 
Chairman, Sayyed Radi 
said on Saturday. 

‘This decision means that 
any actor, musician or cine- 
ma star who goes to Israel 
will not be able to woik 
again in Egypt and will be 
sacked from the union.” Mr. 
Radi told AFP. 

“We refuse normalisation 
with Israel as long as there 
is no real peace in the 
region and cultural normali- 
sation will be the last 
thing to be achieved.” he 
said. 

The decision was taken 
Friday during a general 
assembly of the 26.000- 
strong union which groups 

17.000 musicians, 5.000 
cinema stars and 4,000 
actors. Mr. Radi said. 


PARIS tAFP) — France on 
Friday indicted an Iranian in 
connection with the slaying 
last May near Paris of a 
Vice-Minister of Culture of 
the late Shah of Iran, judi- 
cial officials said. 

Ahmad Jeyhouni was 
extradited by Germany on 
Thursday and appeared 
before a judge Friday to 
face charges in connection 
with the killing of Reza 
Mazlouman. 60, who was 
shot dead in the Paris sub- 
urb of Creteil on May 27. 

France had issued an 
international arrest warrant 
for Jeyhoqni on June 4 fol- 
lowing his detention in 
Bonn at the end of May. 
Jeyhouni. who runs a sex 
shop in a Bonn suburb, is 
suspected of having taken 
part in the slaying on the 
orders of the Iranian secret 
service. 

He has reputedly told 
police (Inn he "paid a \isii" 


ipal elections, postponed 
until early next year. 

VS. demand Ignored 

The Bosnian government 
appeared on Saturday to be 
ignoring a U.S. demand that 
it fire a defence official seen 
as dose to Iran, a pre-condi- 
tion for handing over a 
shipload of U.S. arms for 
Bosnia's Muslim -Croat fed- 
eration. 

Controversial Deputy 
Defence Minister Hasan 
Cengic was still at his post 
on Saturday, receiving a 
Turkish military delegation 
headed by General Ersin 
Yilmaz, in charge of logis- 
tics in the Turkish supreme 
command. 

The reason for Mr. 
Yilmaz’s visit was not 
immediately clear. In the 
meantime, a chartered 
freighter carrying the bulk of 

(Continued on page 7) 


It reflected a toughening 
in Egyptian-Israeli relations 
since right-wing Likud 
leader Benyarain 

Netanyahu was elected 
prime minister in Israel in 
May on a hardline platform, 
and general Arab frustra- 
tion with the slow pace of 
progress in peace talks. 

Earlier this month 
Egyptian Culture Minister 
Faruk Hosni ruled out any 
cultural normalisation with 
Israel until there was con- 
crete progress in the 
Middle East peace process. 

“This is not the tune for a 
normalisation (of ties) in the 
field of culture," Mr. 
Hosni said, adding that 
closer cultural ties with 
Israel was Egypt’s “last 
card” 

“Bui when the peace 
process advances and rela- 
tions improve, cultural 
normalisation will be able 
to take place" Mr. Hosni 
said, calling for a just and 


to Mazlouman a few hours 
before his death, but he 
denied all involvement in 
the killing and according to 
aurhoritative sources, he has 
an alibi for the relevant 
time. 

At the time of his visit to 
Mazlouman, Jeyhouni was 
reportedly accompanied by 
another man — and it is this 
man. who is being sought 
by police, is thought to have 
been the killer. 

Jeyhouni appeared to have 
gained influence over 
Mazlouman. eventually 
winning his trust, and was 
thus in a position to let the 
killer into the victim’s 
house, sources familiar with 
the case said. 

Mazlouman was the 
eighth Iranian dissident 
assassinated in France since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution 
that toppled Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, 

\ French court earlier ihis 


AL JAFR (API — The Thrasl 
SSC rocket car arrived 
Saturday in Jordan, where its 
driver hopes to set a new world 
land speed record next month. 

A Russian-made Antonov, 
the world's largest cargo plane, 
flew the Thrust from Britain to 
Faisal Ben Abdul Aziz air base 
in A1 Jafr. 300 kilometres 
southeast of Amman. 

The air base is not far from a 
desert trail where die black and 
silver. jet-engine-powered 
Thrust SSC will make its 
attempt to break the world 
record after Nov. 15. 

The Thrust runs on two 
Rolls-Royce engines providing 
110,000 horse-power. Its alu- 
minium ahoy wheels spin at 
8,500 rotations per minute. 

Test runs will begin Friday, 
and the goal is to reach record- 
breaking speeds of up to 1 .368 
kilometres per hour (kph) 
within two weeks. 

Briton Richard Noble holds 


comprehensive peace and 
the recovery by the Arabs 
of their rights. 

Israel has been frustrated 
by the slow pace of normal- 
isation with Egypt, which 
became the first Arab coun- 
try to sign a peace treaty 
with the Jewish state in 
1979. 

The Union of Journalists 
has also warned its mem- 
bers against making any 
contacts with Israeli offi- 
cials or members of the 
media. 

In mid-October the Union 
of Arab Journalists called 
on all Arab unions “to 
respect its decision not to 
normalise ties with Israel 
in the absence of a just and 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East.” 

It also branded as “a dan- 
gerous precedent" recent 
visits to Israel by Arab 
journalists. 


month sentenced two men 
to prison terms of seven and 
three years eacb for taking 
part in a surveillance opera- 
tion aimed at intimidating 
and killing Iranian dissi- 
dents in France at the behest 
of the Iranian secret service. 

The convictions indicated 
a toughening by the French 
government towards alleged 
Iranian infiltrators in France 
who are suspected of target- 
ing opposition figures, even 
as Paris maintains what it 
calls a "critical dialogue” 
withTehran. 

The French investigation 
is being led by anti-terror- 
ism Judge Jean-Louis 
Bruguiere. who investigated 
the murder of the Shah's 
last prime minister, Shapour 
Bakhtiar. in France in 1991. 
Several Iranians were con- 
victed of the murder two 
years ago. 


the current world record of 
1019.44 kph in 1983 in Black 
Rock desert in Nevada. The 
Thrust will be driven by 
British air force officer Andy 
Greene. 50. 

The British team's attempt is 
part of a race against American 
driver Craig Breedlove. 59. 
who was hoping to beat the 
world record last week. 

Mr. Breedlove pushed his 
jet-powered ‘“Spirit of 
America” to 721 kph just 
before darkness fell on 
Wednesday. Then the rain 
began and winds picked up 
ahead of a storm that was 
expected to linger into the 
weekend. 

Mr. Breedlove, who was the 
world’s fastest man five times 
between 1963 and 19651 is 
seeking to wrest the title from 
Mr. Noble and return it to the 
United States. 

Mr. Noble has turned over 
the driving duties to Mr. 
Greene. 


3 U.N. oil 
inspectors 
arrive in 
Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — Three 
United Nations oil inspec- 
tors arrived in Baghdad to 
look m oil facilities as part 
of the delayed deal to allow 
Iraq to sell limited amounts 
of oil, a U.N. source in 
Baghdad said on Saturday. 

The inspectors will go to 
Iraqi oil installations in the 
south and to the northern 
town of Zakbo, near the 
Turkish border, to trace the 
Lraqi-Turkish pipeline that 
will be used to move the 
bulk of the oil when the 
deal goes into effect 

Iraq and the United 
Nations on May 20 signed 
an agreement allowing Iraq 
oil sales worth $2 billion 
every six months to buy 
food and medicine for its 
people, suffering from 
stringent U.N. trade sanc- 
tions for the 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait 

Arrangements to launch 
the plan stalled when Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
sent troops into the coun- 
try’s north at the end of 
August to help a Kurdish 
faction fighting a rival. 

Since then Iraq has made 
demands on the arrange- 
ments that the United 
Nations finds unaccept- 
able, while the United 
States must still approve 
the oil pricing formula, 
already endorsed by the 
other Security Council 
members. 

Some United Nations 
envoys in New York have 
said they do not expect the 
deal to be put into effect for 
months. 

"The aim ’(of the inspec- 
tors’ visit) is to check 
(Iraq’s) oil facilities in the 
south and the north and oU 
measurement equipment,” 
the source told Reuters. 


Egypt’s artists union toughens stand 


France indicts Iranian in murder case 


Jordan Times, Sunday, October 27, 1996 


Jewish settler group 
evicted from Jericho 
after illegal prayers 


JERICHO (R) — A group 
of Jewish settlers were car- 
ried away by Israeli forces 
and Palestinian pole e men in 
Palestinian self-ruled 
Jericho in the West Bank on 
Friday after they refused to 
leave the city, witnesses 
said. 

They said nearly a dozen 
religious Jews, carrying 
food, blankets and books, 
entered the Palestinian- 
ruled city in the evening 
and began to pray in a park 
restaurant near the city cen- 
tre, some two km from an 
ancient Jericho synagogue. 

Restaurant owner Jibrin 
A1 Damanhouri said the set- 
tlers had entered his estab- 
lishment posing as tourists. 

“An Israeli professor tele- 
phoned me and said a group 
of French tourists would 
visit Jericho today and they 
wanted to eat in my restau- 
rant. I said okay" Mr. 
Damanhouri told Reuters. 

Upon entering the restau- 
rant in the centre of the 
park, the “tourists” donned 
Jewish prayer shawls and 
began conducting prayer 
services. 

Witnesses said Palestinian 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
has decided to place 30,000 
mosques under the govern- 
ment’s control to prevent 
the propagation of 
“extremist” ideas, Religious 
Affairs Minister Mahmoud 
Hamdi A1 Zaqzuq said in a 
statement published 

Saturday. 

“The ministry has drawn 
up a plan to take over 

30.000 mosques- by' the 
year- • 2000-at firegrate of 

6.000 mosques each year” 
the government daily A1 
Ahram quoted Mr. Zaqzuq 
as saying. 

A recent cabinet meeting 
stressed the need “to place 
all mosques under the con- 
trol of the Ministry of Waqf 
... to avoid letting the hous- 
es of God become centres 
for the propagation of 
extremist ideas ,” he said. 
The government on 
Wednesday set up a special 
committee comprising 
seven cabinet ministers to 
examine legislative means 
to face up to the spread of 
Shiite Muslim ideology in 
this Sunni Muslim-domi- 
nated country. 

Mr. Zaqzuq said 6,500 
mosques nationwide have 
already been placed under 
the government's control 
since the beginning of 1996 
and that the ministry would 
appoint 6,500 imams for 
these mosque. 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Beny amin 

Netanyahu's brother-in-law 
and close adviser slammed 
the premier Friday for the 
impending Israeli troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank town of Hebron and 
said Mr. Netanyahu had dis- 
appointed his constituents. 

Hagi Ben-Artzi, who was 
instrumental in helping the 
premier win the much- 
needed religious vote that 
helped sway the May elec- 
tions in Mr. Netanyahu's 
favour, said he had decided 
to resign from the ruling 
Likud Party and would 
move next week to the 
Jewish settlement in 
Hebron. 

The brother of Israeli first 
lady Sarah Netanyahu and 
an observant Jew, Mr. Ben- 
Artzi said he helped Mr. 
Netanyahu win unprece- 
dented trust of die leaders 
of religious communities 
during the elections. 

"Today when I meet 
these rabbis and they look 
me in the eyes, I say with 
pain that apparently we 


police called the local joint 
Israeli-Palestinian security 
office for assistance after 
Che settlers refused to leave. 

Some 25 Israeli soldiers 
and police who arrived at 
the scene, escorted by 
Palestinian police, asked 
the settlers to leave but 
were rebuffed. The Israeli 
forces then carried the set- 
tlers away kicking and 
screaming. 

“They (settlers) were 
yelling and shouting in 
Hebrew when the soldiers 
pushed them into their vehi- 
cles." a witness said. 

The Israeli army said it 
was checking the incident. 

Israel withdrew its troops 
from Jericho and handed 
the city over to Palestinian 
self-rule under a 1993 
peace deal. 

Under the accord, Israelis 
are allowed to visit the 6th 
century synagogue in 
Jericho. The synagogue was 
reopened to Israelis on 
Friday for the first time 
since fierce clashes. in the 
west bank and Gaza killed 
60 Palestinians and 15 
Israelis in September. 


The religious leaders 
would be chosen from A1 
Azhar, the highest authori- 
ty for Sunni Islam in Egypt. 

Egypt said on Monday it 
had arrested 56 Shiite 
Muslims linked with Iran 
who had “begun imple- 
menting a plan to flood 
Egypt with publications 
and cassettes to spread 
Shiite thinking.” 

The - network aimed to 
“infiltrate some political 
parties and use them to 
spread Iranian objectives 
and extremist plans,” 
according to the Egyptian 
Interior Ministry. 

Iran denied any link with 
the group. Mr. Zaqzuq last 
month stressed that Shiite 
Muslim preachers had no 
place in Egypt. 

“A minority has began to 
spread Shiite ideas in Egypt 
and there will be no place 
for them within the ranks of 
preachers in Egypt.” the 
official said, branding 
Shiite ideology as “devia- 
tionistand ridiculous.” 

In September, the authori- 
ties arrested Sheikh Hassan 
Shehata, accusing him of 
spreading Shiite, thought in 
a private Cairo mosque. The 
head of Ai Azhar, Sheikh 
Mohammad Sayyed 

Tantbwi, has described the 
preaching of Mr. Shehata as 
“very dangerous and very 
ugly” 


were mistaken,” Mr. Ben- 
Artzi said on Channel Two 
television. 

‘T did not expect that 
within a few months after 
Bizi's government came to 
power we would be in a sit- 
uation that a nationalist 
prime minister would be the 
one to evacuate Hebron and 
transfer the security control 
to (Palestinian leader 
Yasser) Arafat's hands,” he 
said, using the premier's 
well-known nickname. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ing coalition is comprised 
of several religious parties. 

A resident of the Jewish 
settlement of Beit Al near 
Ramallah, Mr. Ben-Artzi 
said be would mow on 
Sunday to the Jewish settle- 
ment in Hebron, in a ges- 
ture of solidarity with the 
450 settlers living among 

200,000 Palestinians. 

Mr. Ben-Artzi said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s turn-around ' 
was a disappointment to 
him, and he therefore decid- 
ed to resign from the prime 
minister s Likud Party. 



Jacko gets warm 
welcome from 
Malaysian fans 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 

— Hundreds of Malaysian 
fans flocked to the interna- 
tional airport in Kuala 
Lumpur to greet U.S. mega 
popstar Michael Jackson 
who arrived in his private 
jet Saturday on hLs first trip 
here. Jackson had been 
banned from performing 
last year by Malaysia due to 
“negative activities linked 
to such concerts.’* The pop 
icon is to hold two concerts 
here, Sunday and Tuesday, 
at the Merdeka Stadium in 
the capital. Dressed in his 
signature black outfit with a 
matching hat, Jackson, who 
was escorted by police offi- 
cers, waved and blew kisses 
to about 300 fans who were 
chanting, his name and 
holding banners to wel- 
come him. The 38-year-old 
“king of pop” has triggered 
a mix reaction among 
Malaysians. While tickets 
for his concerts were 
snapped up like hot cakes, 
about 1.000 university stu- 
dents Friday staged a 
peaceful demonstration at a 
mosque in Selangor state in 
protest of his concerts. - 
Jackson was originally 
scheduled to perform on 
Oct. 27 in central Selangor 
state, but authorities there 
banned the concert on reli- 
gious and cultural grounds. 
Malaysia's cabinet later 
approved the two Jackson 
concerts at the 40.000-seat 
Merdeka Stadium. 

Good deed lands i 

grandmother In jaO 

CINCINNATI (R) — A 
grandmother who tried to 
help a stranger by feeding a 
parking metre wound up in 
jail instead. ‘I've never 
been arrested for anything 
before.” Sylvia Spayton, 

62, told reporters Friday as 
she left Hamilton County 
Municipal Court, where she 
was arraigned on charges of 
obstructing official busi- 
ness and disorderly con- 
duct She was arrested 
Thursday evening by a 
police officer who saw her 
put coins in an expired 
metre. She said she did not 
know who owned the car 
but thought she would help 
out. “He started to write a f 
parking ticket after I put the 
money in the metre.” she 
said. “He said I was inter- 
fering with his duties." The 
dispute landed Ms. Spayton 
in jail for three hours before 
family members bailed her 
out. She was released on a 
$1,500 bond. The police- 
man involved in the case 
declined comment. 

Thousands wooed 
Pole who posed 
as woman 

WARSAW (R) — She 
sounded like the answer to 
Herr Lonelyheart's dreams. 
Marysia, the attractive, 
kindly but hard-up doctor, 
aged 25, searching for 
friendship and marriage, 
answered more than 3,000 
men who advertised in 
newspapers for a Polish 
wife. Back in the post from 
her mostly German suitors i 
came a flood of presents — * 
sweets, coffee, stockings, 
panties and money to the 
tune of $17,000 and 10,000 
German marks. The gifts 
are still arriving, but the 
post office is delivering 
them to the police, who 
have arrested the author of 
the letters — a married man 
of 38 with two sons. News 
of the scam was published 
in the weekly newspaper 
Warsaw Voice and a police 
.spokesman confirmed the 
general outline of the case 
Friday. Each of Marysia's 
pen friends got the same 
letter and a picture of a 
model copied from a fash- 
ion magazine, said the 
English-language paper, 
which, in keeping with 
Polish legal practice, print- 
ed the suspect’s name only 
as “Jerzy K.” Marysia 

worked on a children's hos- 0 

pital ward, liked travelling, 
aerobics, baking and cook- 
ing, was slim. ' athletic, 
calm, patient, kind and 
cheerful. 


Egypt wants 30,000 
mosques placed under 
government control 


Netanyahu brother-in-law 
and close adviser slams 
prime minister’s policies 





